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The final solution to the Strax problem

by Ip Se Dixit

What is a saint? A saint is
someone who has achieved a
remote human possibility. It is
inwossible to say what that
possibility is. I think it has
something to do with the energy
of love. Contact with this
energy results in the exercise
of a kind of balance in the
chaos of existence. A saint
does not dissolve the chaos;
if he did the world would have
changed long ago. I do not
think that a saint dissolves the
chaos even for himself, for
there is something arrogant and
warlike in the notion of a man
setting the universe in order. It
is @ kind of balance that is his
glory. He rides the drifts like
rn escaped ski. His course is a
caress of the hill His track is a
drawing of the snow in a
moment of its particular ar-
rangement with wind and rock.
Something in him so loves the
world that he gives himself to
the laws of gravity and chance.
Far from flying with the angels,
he traces with the fidelity of a
seismograph needle the state of
the solid bloody landscape. His
house is dangerous and finite,
but he is at home in the world.
He can love the shapes of
human beings, the fine and
twisted shapes of the heart. It
is good to have among us such
men, such balancing monsters
of love.

—Leonard Cohen,
from Beautiful Losers.

Until September 1968 it was
the stated policy of the Pre-
sident of the University to keep
University conflicts “within the
family”. In the eyes of several
student leaders this meant an
abridgement of their sphere of
influence, butthey cooperated.
Until September 1968, and
even afterwards, it was the
policy of the students and the
faculty to keep the conflicts on
the campus. But in September
1968 the President of the Uni-
versity, and top level members
of his staff, lost their cool, and
took the conflict outside the
University.

Lectures and opening begin four-day convocation

Sir Max Aitken
Chancellor of UNB

The university's 1968
Beaverbrook lecturer arrived
Sunday to being UNB'’s four-
day convocation. Richard
Briginshaw delivercd one sem-
inar yesterday and is giving
two more today and tomor-
Tow.

The Beaverbrook lectures are

d by the Beaverbrook

ian foundation and are
open to the public. Each yedr

The ‘wise man’s eyes are
in his head,
But the fool always walketh
in darkness.

—Ecclesiastes.

It was the second time in as
many academic years that the
President took his cause to the
courts, for an action was taken
by someone without his ap-
proval. The other incident
involved an injunction against
the City of Fredericton, who
were building a road at the
foot of the University. The Uni-
versity lost that case, and may
even lose their case against

Norman Strax, Ph.D. (Har-
vard).
The irony in this story,

surely the biggest event at the
University in years, is far-
reaching. The President of the
University, in a statement to
the press more than a week
after he was asked for reasons
for the suspension of Dr. Strax,
said * . . . he did not have the
right to counsel others to break
University regulations . . . .
Dr. Spock was tried because he
counselled young Americans to
avoid the draft. Even if one
agress with Spock’s indictment,
the comparison of the offenses
of Spock and Strax shows that
they are on a vastly different
scale.

CRIMINALS UNITE: ALL
THOSE WHO HAVE SECRET-
LY BROKEN A UNIVERSITY
REGULATION IN THE PAST
YEAR, TURN YOURSELVES
IN. BE THOU NOT A
HYPOCRITE!

Where arc those order-loving
students I saw throw fire-
crackers into the Bailey Hall
on the night of Se?tember 28?7
Were they saying “Kill Strax™
because they wanted to restore
the University to a state of
tranquility?

Victory for the ‘Mobiliza-
tion-SDS’ would only come
with a complete change in the
Board of Governors. ﬁ would
be an elected group, by and
from the students and faculty,
for the most part, with repre-
sentation from all walks of
New Brunswick life. This is
intolerable for the University

The Hon. John N. Tumer
Min. of Justice

a distinguished speaker delivers
a series of addresses on his
field of interest. The format of
this year’s lectures has been
changed so that the speaker
delivers a series of seminars to

cial interests groups rather:

than lectures. The seminars to-
day and tomorrow will be held
in%illey Hall at 10:30.

Briginshaw is recei an
honorary degree atmy

President, whose record of
achievement would be severely
marred if this came about, even
in part.

Was Dr. Strax fired because
he counselled students to break
University regulations “and
himself to lead students in
disrupting the work of the
library?” Or was it because he
disagreed with the President of
the University? Do you remem-
ber the time when the Uni-
versity removed Neil MacGill
from his Donship of Neill
House? He was one of the
most outspoken critics of the
residence system. Did you
know that one of the greatest
sources of encouragement tc
student leaders on the “freeze
the fees” issue, both in 1968
and in 1965 was the President
of the University? And yet
when it is his office that is the
target of criticism, demonstra-
tions are hardly encouraged.
It depends who stands to pro-
fit by a demonstration. The
word “profit” is used advisedly.
For also in 1965 the President,
with the words of the Premier
still ringing in his ears, brought
the axe down on a Conservative
Club demonstration against the
Prime Minister of Canada. One
of the leaders of thatdemonstra-
tion, Hart North, will testify
to this.

With small beginnings, for
surely the mimeographed sheet
about ID cards and the library
incident could have been easily
ignored, a movement is growing
which is certain to become an
important force in the Uni-
versity. One reason this is true
is that the dissenters aré so
highly decentralized. Dr. Strax
was just one focal point. As the
news of his suspension became
understood in the context of
University affairs, several groups
sprang up all over the campus.
“Dialogue 1” and the “Sheld-
rick Meeting” are two examples;
these groups expressed strong
disagreement with the policies

of the University, and discussed
in very unconservative terms
means to change the Uni-
versity.
At the same time there has
been a tendency for students
to take care of their own affairs

Mr. Richard W. Briginshaw
Beaverbrook Lecturer

Beaverbrook rink tomorrow.
Five others receiving honor-
ary degrees are Canadian justice
minister John Turner, convoca-
ion speaker Lord Shawcross,
chief justice Bora Laskin who
T was a judge at the Nuremburg
trigls, Allan Frederick Smith,
and Wallace Bird, lieutensnt

governor of New Brunswick.

University chancellor Max
Aitken will perform. opening

and to depend less on the
University’s administrators. The
growing residence cooperative
is one example of this. The
free expression of the Bruns-
wickan is another sign of this.
The Student Union Lailding
is another attempt. The fact
that the SRC is hiring a full-
time, year-round professional
staff to handle its mundane
affairs to allow their leaders to
discuss policy is another ex-
ample. And the action of stu-
dents in major cities and uni-
versities around the world is
having its effect on UNB, even
though UNB is buried in the
gray obscurity of the Maritimes.
A revolutionary movement
lives in the minds of men,
and its realization comes when
the opportunity presents it-
self. When the University re-
acted so strongly to the events
of mid-September, it gave the
revolutionary movement at the
University ample evidence to
make several legitimate critic-
isms of the University President,
his staff, and of the University
of New Brunswick Act (N.B.,
1967). The revolutionary move-
ment liftea itself to a higher
plane, for now several professors
of note at the University have
committed  themselves to
changing the structure of the
University. There are now per-
haps five Norman Straxes!
Either by accident or as a
result of astute judgement, the
‘Mobilization-SDS’  struck a
nerve and the University jump-
ed. The people pf the revolu-
tion were confronting the
established administration.
Dozens of little debates raged
on the campus. The result will
probably be positive, in the
sense that now that people are
speaking out the University
President can enact reforms to
make the University an educa-
tional institution in a broader
sense than the classroom sense.
If he and the Board of Governors
had encouraged the evolution
of the University there may
have been no Strax Problem.
Now it is too late to try to
forget” the whole thing. The
academic profession has been
affronted. A professor with
better qualifications than many

Lord Shaw Cross
Convocation Speaker
ceremonies today for the new

law building, Ludlow Hall.

The building is a memoriam
to Seorge Duncan Ludlow, the
first chief justice of New Bruns-
wick. Ludlow was a member of
the New York state bar until
the beginning of the American
revolution. He left New York
for England in 1783.

The province of New Bruns-
wick was formed the next year

and Ludiow ‘was tamed chief

of the University’s Deans has
been suspended for the weakest
of reasons. We owe him an
apology at least. We must also
listen to him, for the advice of
a person with his experience
in the area of dialogue with the
University administration can
be valuable in our attempt to
achieve a just, educational and,
perhaps orderly University. Dr.
Norman Strax, among

faculty and students, has cer-
tainly achieved a remote human
possibility, and this must not

go unnoticed.
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EPILOGUE

It raised a louder outcry
than the $600,000 deficit -
curred by the University in this
academic year. It raised a
louder outcry than the food
rot of 1966. It raised a far
louder outcry than fees going
up, than the new UNB act,
than panty raids, or open
rooms. Why?

Was it because the mimeo-
graphed sheet used that nastiest
of fourletter words in its head-
line? Was it because it accused
the Province’s super-industri-
alist of havingtoo much power?
Was it because it called people
by their first names? Or was it
because Norman Strax wears a
ski jacket and talks with stu-
dents? Was it because he made
it possible, perhaps even respect-
able, for some students to
speak out against what they
felt was injustice? All the
evidence points to the con-
clusion that the University
acted as it did because of
dislike for Dr. Strax the man,
not for his action. For he ex-
pressed the desires of his so-
called “followers” and he
became the figurehead for their
group; he did not plant the
ideas in their minds, but he is
taking all the blame for their
collective action. Could he do
alone what was done? Will the
action stop if he is gone?

If ten of thine ten times

refigur'd thee;
Then what could death do,
if thou shouldst depart,
Leaving  thee living in

posterity?
—Shakespeare.

Hon. G.D, Ludlow

First chief Justice of N.B.
justice.

He was also active in the
founding of the rovincial
academy of arts and sciences
and was a member of it'sfirst
executive council.

The academy later became
the University of New Brws-
wick.

Ludlow also served on the
board of commissioners super-
vising the education of New
‘Brunswick Indians:




