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The eight-inch wad of per-
forated sheets struck the podium
with a thud, tottering briefly
before ﬁlungin unceremoniously
to the floor. Tl%ese, as Edmonton
Journal editor Steve Hume ad-
mitted, were the more than one
million words the paper’s editors
had spared from public consump-
tion in a single day.

Not that the stories were of
E:or quality, Hume explained,

cause in fact they certainly met
his newspaper’s standards. The
rejects merely could not fit into
the Jowrnal’s “conscious” 15 per
cent allotment, after adver-
tisements, for international news.
“A journalist is hired to be a
filter,” Hume said. “"We are paid
to go through this stuff.”

And with good reason. That
same night, the rescued wire copy
provided no end of amusement for
two dozen would-be Cronkites.
Elephants rescued in Zimbabwe.
Monk Skyjacks Jet to Learn

Preparation Heats Up Trial.

Winnipeg free-lance jour-
nalist Eric Mills dripped with
sarcasm when describing some of
the more obvious cases of distor-
tion in foreign coverage at an
Edmonton converence on The
International News Blues held in
May. One ABC-TV correspon-
dent, in the midst of a'virtual civil
war in El Salvador, reported that
support for the rebels was falter-
ing as civilians opted out of
revolution on weekends for more
patrician past-times at the beach.
= ss they all have cars,” Mills
said, “even though El Salvador is
the rest nation in Latin
America, and they just drop their

weekend.”

The beach theme also helped
one American journalist's promo-
tion of Uruguay as a tourist spot.
Although all pretences to
democracy have been eliminated
and all political activity declared
illegal, the reporter duly noted for
his readers that this loss of
freedom wasn't of great
significance since "all political
movements are on the wane duing
the summer - beach months
anyway.”

Religious Secret. Omelette-

weapons to go to the beach every-

Laying face down in the
street, his arms stretched out in
front of him, the American
television reporter must have
thought the roadblock check a bit
of annoying routine. The soldiers
'gave no suggestin that something
was amiss. But then, unbelievably,
a !oung Nicaraguan soldier walk-
ed towards the prone reporter,
aimed his rifle, and with an
imperceptible squeeze blew the
reporter s head off. The execution
stunned the millions of
Americans who watched the
news that day, becoming another
ofthose harsh images of war that
become ingrained on the psyche.

With the death of a single
American television . reporter,
Americans suddenly “discovered”
Nicaragua and its revolution.

“What we get is a coverage
limited to a kind of crisis state,”
says Jacques Marchand, publisher
of Mother Jones magazine.
“Places appear and disappear
again. The coverage in the U.S.
and Canadian press promised us
that a bloodbath should occur if
the nationalists win, followed by
economic collapse, societal
collapse. Well, that didn't happen.
Ergo, it drops out of the news.

“Obviously there are racist
and nationalistic motives.” And if
the death of a single American
reporter in Nicaragua or three
American nuns in El Salvador, can
create such a furor in the midst of
bloody civil wars, the media has
created a scale of values,
Marchand says.

said the scale would
work out that 30,000 urban
workers would be slaughtered
with little adverse publicity, or
300 students, or 30 facul
members. “And, of course,’
Marchand offered, 50,000 faculty
members would have to be killed
to get the attention of one
murdered journalist.”

Iran, he says, has virtually
faded back into a Totally Invisible
Nation. “Similarly, the threat of
the Russian juggernaut through
Afghanistan to the Persian Gulf
has not taken place. Bu tno matter
for we've suddenly discovered
Cmmmunists in El Salvador.”

Hugh McCullum says virtual-
ly the only reporting we see from
El Salvador is of non-analytical

body counts. McCullum, editor of
liberal United Church attempts at restoring a war torn
Observer, reported from El nation after “painting Mugabe as
a baby-eating savage who would
turn the country into a blood-
bath.”

“We don't cover the third
world unless there is a crisis, a
‘sexy’ story. It has to be something
to titillate, to confuse the readers
Information has

Salvador last August. There he
found only three journalists from
the Western media: 4 Reuters
stringer from Costa Rica,an NBC
reporter in trouble with manage-
ment and essentially “banished,
and a United Press International
stringer from Columbia who back home.

wanted to go home after receiving
death threats. It was not as if the
revolution had failed to heat up.
More than 12,000 people had been
assassinated or murdered by the depends on how your ratings are
doing or what your sales are.”

For Antoine Char, the only
solution to the imbalance of the
flow of information from the
industrialized world to the third
world is a “revolution in mentali-
ty.” Only recently have the large
encies become interested
world demands, he says.
The next step is to decolonize
media influences.

Char is Montreal staffer for
Inter Press Service, and alter-

time he arrived.

and European press does a com-
pletely lousy job of covering the
third world. Until the next crisis,
El Salvador will sink back into the
oblivion that the mass media
thinks it deserves.”

McCullum said his visit to in thir
Zimbabwe after the election of
Robert Mugabe revealed “some of
the most exciting stories I've run
into for some time.” Yet the
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become an economic commodity
viewed in a profitable fashion.
Packaged like soap, sold like a car,
the amount of information you see

“The present information
order must be destroyed. But how
when so few control that order?
This imposed information order
is held in so few hands. Seventy
per cent of the people consume 12
per cent of the world’s
newspapers, 10 per cent of the
readios, and only 5 per cent of the
televisions. There must be a
significant change in_content.
There must be an attempt to
understand why there is a volcano
in Latin America instead of
reporting that another 40 civilians
have been shot in El Salvador.”

Western media doesn'’t trust
third world wire services, Char
says, charging them with bias and
propaganda‘ while ignoring that
“each service is dedicated to a
certain“image of the world. Sure
some (third world reporting) ‘is
propaganda, but at least you can
compare the news and come to
some decision yourself.”

Hume, the 38-year-old
wunderkind of the Edmonton
Journal whose rise to the
editorship was officially an-
nounced during the conference,
was perhaps the only person of
teh 150 at the conference who
strongly defended the commercial
media’s coverage of the third
world. He supported the Journal’s
coverage by pointing to the
number of wire services to which
it subscribed, only to be em-
barrassed later when he admitted
his paper had declined to take the
Inter Press Service, at a relatively
inexpensive $175 per month.

Called a ‘'‘corporate
apologist” by one delegate, Hume
was angrily challenged
throughout the conference for his
backing of the current media
system. And not surprisingly,
Hume was also the only one there
in any position to effect some
immediate reforms.

(Editor’s note: in all fairness,
the most distinguished partici-
pant in the conference, Mother
Jones’ Jacques Marchand, defend-
ed Hume's prerogative to print
anything in the Journal he
thought readers would prefer.
Machans even said his own
magazine, perhaps the most
famous left-wing publication in
America, didn't print so much
international news because his
readers weren't interested so
much in reading it.)
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ENVIRONMENTAL
RESEARCH

Who May Apply?

Any person, institution, corporation or society Deadline for submission of application for
may request research funds.' The Trust grants is October 15, 1981. Early submission is
endeavours to apportion its funds equally bet- advised. All applications are reviewed upon’
ween public institutions such as universities receipt by the Grants Advisory Committee. Ap-
and the private sector such as industries or plicants will be notified by the Boards of
individuals. Trustees’ decision by February 1, 1982.

Joint funding with industries or individuals is of “g”‘:r"‘l’" dpft"lects should be planned to start
considerable interest to the Board of Trustees.  2/'f this date.

Any logical proposal will receive consideration, ::d.“ address all inquiries

such as: * Environmental problems related to correspondence to:

human behaviour ¢ Social, Cultural, and Organi- J.F. Russell

zational difficulties » Cost/Benefit Analysis of Alberta Environmental Research Trust

Environmental Impacts ¢ Energy resource de-
velopment and the environment ¢ Problems of :‘2"0 mm Suite 924

the natural environment ¢ Urban & Rural pollu- aa) cARY ALBERTA T2P 0Y8
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”
FOLK, COUNTRY, BLUES d._::
with ‘Ma’ Fletcher

Writer of the weekly Edmonton Journal column o
‘The Guitar Man’ and performer‘at the -c
Edmonton Folk Festival, Ma Fletcher has (¢)]
performed with Valdy, Stan Rogers and Brent

Titcomb ENROL NOW!

- Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced courses

- Small classes — 6-12 students

- On Campus — in SUB»

- Starts Sept. 19th. (Every Saturday or Monday)
- $65 for 10 week course

Advanced Course Includes:

1) 12 finger picking patterns
2) Blues guitar

3) Lead guitar

4) Theory & improvisation
5) Open tunings

6; Flat picking Styles

7) Learn to Jam

CALL 429-0914
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