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A SOL VER 0F LABOUR TROUBLES
Something of the Earlyp Life and Training of the Minister of Labour

)WILLIAM LYON
MACKENZIE

KING did flot corne
to bis position of
Minister of Labour
by chance. Tradition
and, family bistory
gave bim a bient to-
wards public affairs.
His father, Mr. John
King, K.C., lecturer
in constitutional bis-

toyat Osgoode Hall
Law School, Toronto,
was formerly a prac-

MR JHN KNG, .C_ ticing barrister in
MR. OHN INGK..CBerin, in the con-

Lecturer on Law and Father of stituency which the
the Labour Minuster, son now represents in

the House of Com-
mons. When a leading barrister in Waterloo
county, the senior Mr. King was a keen politician
and a constant speaker on political platforms. This
rnust have had some effect upon the mind of the
youth who heard public questions discussed at table
and who occasionally attended a political gathering
at which bis father was one of the chief figures.

Hlon. Mr. King's maternai ancestry is well known.
His mother is the youngest daughter of the late
William Lyon Mackenzie, and the only surviving
member of a household well-known in Toronto in
the thirties of last Century. To-day she is a con-
necting link between the greatness of the grand-
father and the grandson. The very mention of
Mr. King's grandfather, William Lyon Mackenzie,
is suggestive of those days when the sword did not
remain in the scabbard. Our country was yet as
"d cay in the hands of the potter." Mr. Mackenzie's
efforts of more than three-fourths of a century ago
in crushing the family compact are as milestones in
Canadian history. Between the annihilator of the
old family compact and the present Minister of
Labour-grandfather and grandson-there is a like-
ness and at the saine time a most s5triking contrast.
While the efforts of each have been in the interests
of Canada, the means ernployed by the former were
war and conquest and by the latter peace and con-
ciliation-each fitting aptly into the spirit of the
times.

By J. SMYTH CARTER
ledge is power. His university course was bril-
liant. In 1893 hie won the Blake schiolarship in
Arts and Law, completing bis graduation course
two, years later.

Even as an undergraduate bie manif ested a deep
interest in labour matters. In bis study of economic
and social conditions bie was anxious to uncover the
very kernel of those broader questions, and as a
result we find bim attending labour meetings, visit-
ing the bornes of the working people, and very
generally sbowing a true interest In the welfare of
those obeying the biblical mandate u.f "earning tbeir
bread b>' the sweat of their brow."

Concluding bis studies at Varsity the practical
task of journalismn claimed his attention, first witb
the Toronto Globe, and subsequently witb the To-
ronto Mail and Empire. In each instance his articles
on sociological questions caught tbe public ear and
called forth mucb comment.

But the "fourth estate," witb aIl its fascination
and possibilities, could not induce hlm to, make jour-

nalism a life prof es-
sion.ý Other impulses
were beckoning bhim
onward. But for a
time hie must remain
a stuctent. The in-
terest already mani-
fested and tbe efforts
put forth in the fine
of economic research
had created a tbirst
for further know-
Iedge. A post-gradu-
ate course at Chicago
and a residence in
the Hall House Set--
tiement, immediatel>' MRS. JOHN KING
afterwakrds, w e re From an ai aitngi po*mesion of
stepping - stones to ifaly
greater things. Then
something else happened. Leaving Chicago Mr.
King had enrolled at Harvard, wbere bie spent two
years, and finaîlly a travelling fellowsbip from tbat
institution was captured by bim. This at once
opened another avenue, permitting bimi to spend a
year in Europe, during wbich he came in close per-
sonal contact with men of broad intellectual powers
-man>' of wbom had spent their lives in the solu-
tion of social and labour problems. He sat at the
feet of. the greatest political economists in Great
Britain, German>', France, Switzerland and Italy.
Wbile in England hie resided at the Passmore Ed-
ward Settlement, ini London, opposite the old home
of Charles Dickens. Among those greatly inter-
ested ini the success of that f amous seat of learning
were Mrs. Humphrey Ward, bier busband and
family, with whom Mr. King f ormed a pleasant
acquaintance. Wbile visiting Cambridge and Ox-
ford, bie had the additional bonour and privilege of
gainlng another excellent friend and adviser in tbe

JN sunny Italy, that land of ancient power a
'prestige, bie found mucb to attract. One da

while viewing the bistoric beauty and grandeur
the cit>' of Rome, a cablegrami reachied him. It w;
a message f rom the Canadian Capital offering hi:
the editorship of the Labour Gazette, as well as ti
head position in the Labour Department then in ti
alphabet of its existence. Many> might tbink ti
answer ta such a nestion rrnlite eas.v Nat gn M

reply

0F LAE
me of the
Cabinet.
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