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T he Editorial Table
1VJAre Womnen B0arbarians ? article, but in practice he regards ber from a respectful distance

r HERE is nothiing which the man wrster enjoys more than and bestows ail the chocolates and roses he bas to spare, on the

an attack on tht alleged foibles of womnarkind. Long dear little creature, who îs devoted to the page whîch tells of the
1. il 4 -j latest jabots, and who would not know a sonnet from a madrigal.

j efore the days Of Solomon, tne O wu-uC.-1

wisdoma sat do wn and took his antediluvian pen in hand,

determined to, tell womnan just how little he thought of ber. And

woman, even as she does to-day, read the untender screed, whether

on birch bark or brick we cannot say, and smiled knowingly at the

jihes. She probably came to the conclusion that some sharp-

tongued sister had inflicted verbal injury on the caustic scribe,

wbo was giving vent to his outraged feelings in psalmn or satire.

In fact, man was welcomne to say what he pleased about the sex.

if he only avoided personalities. However, woman bas learned

to write, and is sometimes tempted to, follow the example of

Solomon and others, and revile the f ailings of the other sex. I f

the Queen of Sheba were living to-day.
she would, in all probabilîty, produce an Works TMhat C

envenomed stylus, and proceed to inscribe <
on perfumed tablets proverbs of femninine
poignanicy, wbich would make the
Solomon brand of wisdont a tasteless
article.

About, two years ago, a New York
magazine published an article by Mr.
A.rthur Stringer, entitled, "Barbarotis
Woman," in the course of wbichi the
autbor scolded vociferously on the subject
of the follies of women in the mnatter of
dress. The article naturally excited mucl,
comment whicb is going on yet. The
editor of The Beilman, a Minneapolis
journal, not long ago made an attack of
a humourous order on the Sti inger article,

~9 alleging that a writer whose homne is in
Cedar Springs, Ontario, is hardly in a
Position to criticize the modern woman'S
attire. Shortly after the Minneapolis
article appeared, a Pýhiladelphia corres-
pondent wrote to the editor of The Bell'-
msan, expostnlatiflg with him for this
attack on a deceased writer and declaring
that Mr. Stringer and bis wife recently
met their death "under mnost distressful~
circumstances at a New York hotel."'
jus! as the editor was feeling duly re-

~5morseful, a letter carne fromi Mr. Stringer,
bimnseif, which meieved the editorial

~' gentlemnan and assured him that Mr.

Stringer mesided ini Cedar Springs, only

an evening party he will devote himself to the most, giggly and

frivolous young person in the room. And why should he flot find

relaxation f rom, the cares of the day in listening to the fond prattie

of the Gladys or Irene who considers James K. Hackett "perfectly
cute" and Billie Burke "simply swell"? This is a duil world for

the hard-working, tax-paying citizen, and the sensible woman

would niake social intercourse too much like every-day work.
I1f you are inclined to be cynical you may conclude that man

is a conceited creature, whi likes to f eel superior, and conse-

quently enjoys the society of a woman who makes hlma realize his
infinite wisdomn and surpassing strength.

)thers May Play

Fashiona Reflect Conditions

A S to the charge of barbarity, wohman
will hardly be disposed to plead

guilty. Here we have to fali back once
.more on wbat is merely a matter of dif-
ference in taste. There is no subject on
which opinions differ more widely than
on the important matter of wherewithal
shahl we be clothed and with what trim-

4ming shail our garments be adorned.
Most of us will admît that women spend
too much time and money on clothes, and
too often confuse costliness with elegance;
but that elaborate care in the matter of
attire is "barbarous" is an entirely dif -
ferent charge. It may be admitted that
women in ail lands take a deep interest
in the wardrobe, whether it.be clothing
or adornment, and that civilization only
refines styles and multiplies fabrics. If
adornment be barbaric, the decoration of
our houses and halls could be condenined
in like terms. The aesthetic side of if e
has the characteristics of the age, and
femninine attire is only one of its mani-
festations. Ours is an age of large under-
takings and rapid material progress. and
the 'variety and splendour of the fashion
pages refiect the triumphs on the stock
exchange and in the real estate market.

Ostentation Not 1the Rule
MR. STRINGER, in bis mejoinder t

N.B., m the Minneapolis editor, refers to
5chools the disastrous effect of the rich woman's

Natioal exaniple on tbe woman who can flot
afford fine raiment. It will'occur to niany
observers of the modes and manners of

t a woman who will stoop to what is grossly dis-
for the sake of fine pumple or jewels, has so little

ative values that she is incapable of estimating.what
are worth while and is really slightly affected by what
,omian weams. Her ambitions, such, as they are, are
nd selfishly personal. She is of the class wbich would
and to disregamd evemything but material gain in the
rld, and would even hold her own honour as a thing
.-th, in comparison with diamonds and the latest make
ý. She bas always been in this long-suftering world,
)e is decreasing and she is not going to impede the
3,ress to any alarming extent. 'If Mr. Stringer intends
stentation and over-adornment, be will find many to,
ntiments and enforce bis protests. However, it is
to make aIl women responsible for tbe vulgarity of the
women are neither wealthy nom extravagant, but are
best to achieve the maximum of distinction on the

1 expenditure. As to the ostentation of the rich, it is
nisrepresented by the sensation-ruongers of the pulpir
;, Iooking for "head-hine" matemial.
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