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Villainies Rehearsed

ROM . the “Grey Paper” of Belgium we learn
F that a German invasion and violation of Bel-
gium was contemplated long before the war
broke out. It was anticipated in Belgium before the
passing of the Militia and Defence Act in 1913,
doubling the war budget, putting the Belgian army
on a war footing and preparing Belgian forts against
attack by German siege guns. It was a Belgian
military engineer, Brialmont, who designed most
of the modern Belgian forts, and he was one of the
ablest fort-builders in Europe. . -
All this preparation on the part of Belgium was
equalled by cold intention on the part of Germany.

-Of “courde this- complimént ' to>Germanyiisias, true

a% any'taleiof thé Arabian- Nights.:;Mn. ‘Burns n'e‘\ier“‘
delivered this: speech. ,Whatever-he: may.think he

CANADIAN COURIER.

whom ex-Chancellor Von Buelow-in his book on Im-
perial Germany  frankly says it is necessary to
exterminate.” Von Buelow says that Social Democ-
racy in Germany never tolerates the rise of a Social
‘Democrat to a position in the Ministerial ranks.
When Hon. John Burns, Labour leader, was' elevated
to a Cabinet position, we heard nothing of any Ger-
man protest- against it.
gladly saw .in Mr. Burns’ elevation the end of ‘his
connection with the Labour Party. Very likely
_Socialist Germany said that another friend had gone

over .to the enemy. Now both official and Socialist -

Germany are asked to believe that John Burns, the
former colleague of Lloyd-George, is a traitor to his
country. Bosh! ; e

in his:voice as-he proudly told how it had- stood up
.against. the artillery, told .also the: sad story of how

the “Germi-Huns,” as an English ‘writer has called

Probably official Germany:

1

'whose chateau amid the grapes and the gardened

walls had been burned, and who, with twelve others

‘were held as hostages, was brought to a court-martial

The story of this trial was told by one of the twelve
who escaped. Mayor Odont was ordered to be S‘hOt"
Six others were designated to be shot the next day;
the other six on the next. The one that escaped
while changing prison got into the fields, took O

his coat and gathered a bundle of straw, from whiC

the Uhlans, thinking him a harvester, permitted him
to’ escape. The poor old Cure of the cathedral,

~having given "his word of honour that no shots ha

been fired from the tower of his church, since hee
himself had the key, was permitted to give evidence:

. .That saved the church from further destruction. Bu

seventy houses, including all of the main street, were

: n u?
“They can understand vengeance; theyn_c?] der-
derstand you fighting for mastery; they €ab "oy

stand you fighting for greed of territory; g it8

The correspondent of the Morning Post in Antwerp b 5 o » burned. It was intended to .makeh adn bexa;mi);eu‘l‘e ¢
has written his conviction for the English press. A R \/ ... .. Senlis to the French, as Louvain ha ee
He says that “the German campaign of outrage and USSlaD S le W Belgians. But the efforts of the Cure alone kept the
brutality in Belgium was deliberate, organized, fore- Y 7 £ Germans from completely destroying the town. -
seen, provided for with scientific machinery.” When HEN the question is asked, what of Russia as coincidence of the destruction was that a small stait
the German Emperor, as recorded by the photo- an ally of England? no better authority could. of King Edward the Peacemaker was the only thil8
graph on the preceding page, congratulated Gen. be obtained than the opinions of Professor ynharmed in the burning of one of the Senlis houses-
Von Emmich on the capture of Liege, he was simply ~Faul Vinogradoff, in the Department of ~Jurispru- -
0. K. ing an elaborate schedule of which he him- dence at Oxford. It has been freely said by.Ger-
self was one of the authors, and perhaps the chiet Man writers that the culture of Germany is fight- : Y
desigiier. ing the barbarism gf Russia. Most Germans believe A HO] ar
“The Post writer says that “special machinery ‘for tllllamt.R Si{ofes;q?thograd(;ff tshhows_ clearly thadt in : y O(I >
: ied :the-German’ forées; ‘spe-" & ussian military annals there is no record to ‘ : : : t de
zx;:{enai;;xl‘xs?grafﬁ:gé?lg?élris% had been taught; t}?at equal that -of the_ German army in Belgium and C-OR?ESPON%ENfTI of t_he M};’?’;Imhi ztot:nde ;
the- Germans burned out a town with the methodi- France. . He admits. that Germany has produced ionity 1n the famolis Notre Dari bithE
cal correctness with which a German battery went many cultured men; but he observes that since P oo yfmh = artnm;s lcl)re f Burope, W ch
into.action,” A town was sacked as retribution- for—1870.the. German nation has become afflicted with.. IR Paris, one of the great churc éi‘? and Malineé
some German defeat. Sometimes it was threatened @ Deculiar form of national conceit, especially re- might have been bombarded as he“i“s Gounod W8
as a blackmailing attempt to secure the surrender Vealed in the writings of Bernhardi. and Mons. Notre Dame, where Char %S et
of a town .Seven miles distant. He .refers to, the _ He notices that this conceit has ruined German Orsanist at the time of the Franco- rul nd before
“commonly-reported, -commonly-believed - statement diplomacy; that since the days of Bismarck the . and which he left for a long visit to En% e ama
{hat as a last attempt to bully Belgium into an act arch-diplomat, Germany has become blinded by her the Siege of Paris. Architecturally, No reh el
of treachery, the German Emperor telegraphed to OWD arrogance to a point where she no longer con- as famous as Rheims Cathedral and n}ucMontrea_
King .Albert 4 threat to treat him as a ‘personal . Siders diplomacy and statecraft as important com- It is quite twice as large as its namesake In a people
‘enemy’ and to ‘sack’ Belgium.” This report has not pared to the “mailed fist.” Bismarck himself, who At this remarkableservice, thirty thousag 1 were
been officlally. confirmed. . But the treatment of Rever believed in absolute monarchy but in criti- Were in the congregation, thousands of W ehbisho?
Belgiim seeins. to- be sufficient evidence that gome ¢ism by parliament and press, was at the same tims unable to get inside. = The Cardinal Arc s
cuch Sinister inteation wWas, present in the mind of convinced that there were times when the army Dreached the sermon, and at the close of the SCGgup
he war lords of Germany.. Certaidly what has peen ~Was & bigger force than all criticism. He also be- ~in procession he appealed to the people to ,
dona ?n Belgium was mever thé -casual, suddern act lieved that stat_ecraft was more important before a g unp . ; i
of" 5 moment ‘either by irresponsible troops of ‘re- War and sometimes after a war than any military Vire Dicu! 'Vive ThHelise! WVive ia Framt!:i's warl
 yangeful GRItErs: ‘U;.'Wa;'s‘p‘é‘rt"iét ‘a. long-conedeted force. He was himself unpopular with the army So the Roman Catholics in France regard Iy wal:
German plan to. “Hack ‘thelr way, thirough.” And we even during the Franco-Prussian War, because he against the annihilator of cathedrals as a ho yuwill'
have. the . geat, ‘Biswiarcldss Buthotity “that wHhen. knew too much about the army. But if Bismarck If the Kaiser still has any use for his Germar ‘ygp
over & nation af war fnds Ifielt faced With b sprug- bad been alive to-day and in office he never would to-power” God as an ally, he may vet discover iy
‘gle for ‘existence’ it is 1ot Hedessdrily bound by Dhave sanctioned a war waged entirely by the war though it no longer makes the dxfference‘ithe war’
pacts or treaties. - - © - 2IDFTY P machine without reference to diplomacy. the Middle Ages whether the Pope blesses tdiscard 3
Tk el oo Io ¢ it € Professor Vinogradoff adds this tribute to the or not, when a people who have learned to mind w
I [ 15 Lra 21951835 10 DE5 TOLATICD ] Russia Tsar as contrasted to the German Emperor: Christianity are brought back to the frame of pe $
: road 2 Ioel i, o0RW el T d “I may add that whatever may have been the when they regard a war as a holy war, it ma¥ i
: Slanderlng urns f shortcomings and the blunders of the Russian = worse than ‘the curses of a Pope.
g / A 24 Inuha Frt ©4 B Government, it is a blessing in this decisive crisis j N e S G 8 ; ’
ERMANY. has recently béen fed up with $ome that Russians should have a firmly-knit organiza- A .
remarkable newspaper  reports ‘of @, speecit tion and a traditional centre of authority in the ‘X 1. . k '
which the Hon. John Burns, who resigned}erom i power of the Tsar. The present Emperor stands hen aVI po ]
the British Cabinet on the outbreak of war, never as the national leader, not in the histrionic atti- £ : . oall
miade, at any time or place. Both time-and place, tude of a War Lord, but in the quiet dignity of . PRMANY may have her iron chancellors fute’
r1owever, are given in the reports of the Vossische ~his office. He has said and done the right thing, G ‘welcome, Along with Prussian 2 solike
Zeitung, the Deutsche Tageszeitung and the Frank- ~and his subjects will follow him to a man. We ‘monarchs and neurotic philosophers big
furter Zeitung. It is the ‘latter’s report that; has are sure he will remember in the hour of victory = Nietsche they have helped to make Germany t ing
done so much to inflate the German credulity.{fOn the_ unsi_:inted devotion and sacrifices of all the brute-force cynicism that at present is convert wl
August 14 at Albert Hall, John Burns is credited nationalities and parties of his vast Empire. It Europe into a shambles. For our part, when it cogi,e_
with saying: e ; b is our firm conviction that the sad tale of reaction to picking out chancellors, we prefer the little jsh
“England’s greatness .is manifested in peace. and oppression is at an end in Russia, and that foot-six Welshman that h;ls dliarge of the Brit #
England’s - weakness sis - exhibited in war. We our country will issue from this momentous crisis money-bags, and whose name is David Lloyd Georgn l
shall never be in a position. to ‘exert without} for- with the insight and strength required for the con- we mention him because his great anti-GerPis l
eign  help .any influencein .European and extra- structive and progressive statesmanship of which Wtiocch (has hist come 1o hand 15 the Nusi g pm)ei‘es y |
European politics. ,We have. newer. been able to it stands in need.” Llo7a Goordd i Thade @ iriera Erens sPeechut' |
_do 30. ~We- destroyed. Napeleon’s. fleet at Trafal- Again the Professor asks: in his day. He has not always been particular &b"in- \
gar, but-a few days later: Napoleon won his most “Apart from the details of political and social tramping 5% e Roshi ot Germany either. u o
‘glorious wictory. at- Augterlitz; -and . -threw! all reform, is the regeneration of Russia a boon or a (o tpe ereatest of all his’ speeches delivered yrs
Europe on- her knees. . What was Napoleon’s de-  peril to European civilization? The declamations on’s Hall Langham Place, t6a treinendous au B
feat. at sea. in .comparison with Tis. Gnparaljeled of the Germans have been as misleading in this Queenhs lai 1 ; gt hi t Germany’s expense 5. .
‘victory on land? We gave hin 'a pin prick but respect as in all others. The master ‘works of encfa,thlgt aldhat %u m; th nciZnt David of i
notwithstanding our victory he defeated the whole Russian literature are accessible in translation “ﬁ“ P11 git avei e eHie‘ah t. flaming =
of Europe. Bt nowadays, and the cheap taunts of men like Bern- ° n‘gStOItl)e qu liek envhous. J s -shor b audiencz-
“England -staked everything on a 'Franco-. ~ hardi recoil on their own heads. A nation repre- tences burst like sl _r{a;pne i a;motxﬁg Jimit with higof
Prussian victory. But what if. England’s troops sented by Pushkin, Turgeneff, Tolstoy, Dostoyev- Every sentence was charge oh e ' Tights
‘are beaten, together with the French? What 4f = 'sky in literature, by Kramskoy. Verestchagin, CXplosives, as he talked of the i Wales.
the news of England’s defeat and England’s Weak- Repin, Glinka, Moussorgsky, Tchaikowsky in art, little states like Belgium—not forgett ni this Kelﬁg,
ness leaks out to the.colonies, which have really by Mendeleiff, Metchnikoff, Pavloff in science, by O e e o Whi& rmany: it
nothing in common with the Mother Country, and Kluchovsky, and Solovieff in history, need not chancellor sized up the chara.c_ter of deas probably
perhaps are waiting for some ‘opportunity Lo fall be ashamed to enter the lists in an internationa! that passionate deliverance will §taxtl ver givel to
‘away from her? What if Frarce does not win? competition for the nrizes of culture.” the most fiery classic on this subject e
Enormous possessions are-theh ‘Yost, ‘and: British T e the ‘v:rorld. ) il Gen!ﬂ”n-
loss of influence ‘on the' polfcy of the Continent ; . I would not say a single word abou B e0De: .
annasee cottuftey 1 FoNNaTel Bachtise) Hhe . Th S t f S l- people to disparage them. They are a gr?1 L iall of
influence - of CGermany,’ ih association with] her | e Ory O en IS They have great qualities of head, of hant; here ]
-Austrian “ally, would become so ' immense jthat - g heart. I believe, in spite of recent eV:e-L 5
Germany would let no’power on earth’ interfere (™ ENLIS is another of those little towns in the is as great a store of kindliness in ti)ut he has
‘further with the construction of her navy. jGer- west of Kurope suddenly become famous after peasant as in any peasant in the world, 1ization
‘many’s industries are strong, and they wcanndt be . y ). it is destroyed. Bulwer Lytton, who described =  been driven into a false ideal of cil_‘; ation. It
weakened even by an ‘unguccdesgsful’ war.© * Aipeo- - - the destruction of Pompeii, should be living efficient, capable—but it is a hard civiizl oiviliz®
‘ple so powerful and so’c¢onscious of its str ngth ‘to-day to tell'what happened at Senlis, a pretty little is a selfish civilization. Tt is a’ mater act it of
‘ag the German people cah be bound in no fetters cathedral town twenty miles north of Paris, which tion.. They eannot comprehend the 2a¢ say 50
‘that can be forged. With .unparalleléd.sélf-qacri- | the Germans tcok on their grand march before they Britain ‘at the present moment. They he is out”
. fice——even if the 'poorest .labourerihad;'tdr-}pr;duce veered away to the east. The cathedral was the big- ‘France,’ they say, ‘we can understand. »: “Alsace”
“““the. last penny from’ his pocket+if ‘we~destroyed gest -puilding.  The Germans did their best to ruin = for vengeance, she is out for territor};,ery' ghe
_ the Germany pavy, Germany: would éreate;a navy it with shells, but the walls were built too solidly by Lorraine. Russia, she is fighting for maste
“ttvtce; nay, thijee assstrong.”” /s “oe sdiit. -7 'the mediaeVal buildefs,.and the old Cure, with tears wants Galicia.’ A4
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his not’ spoken, on: that héad at: least: ;This- is an-  them, almost-obliterated ‘Senlis. * - cannot understand a great Empire ple : 1ives .
. “other_ sample[ofchow . Germany, fails fo qunderstand , cKk-br rine-seller. fired jon the troops: resources, pledging its might, -pledging o, Ofl PFO
7 otheregumtribs.s In Germany M. Bysng owoud.be , Was,enoligh to doom Senlis: . of its children, pledging its very existenc ofonce:
53908 )l?*m’ 4.} iSocial rDemocrat,, bne '95 the..millions taken .out and shot; 'The Mayor, tecting a little nation that seeks for its :
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