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spies," crieti Colonel Wullougliby, pas-
sionately, "andi we are not hli care-
ful enougli ot our se>crets." lie moea-
tioned several "secTets" whicli liat
passeti into thie possession o! the Ger-
mans-tow, Itat never been ascer-
taineti. H1e thon went ou to aay lie
coulti nat poasibly Ibelieve tliat Eing-
lialimen coixlt be traitera. This led
te soine conversation on spies andi
espionage wnhAi Max thouglit some-
wliat duill About hlf!.paet ten lie
telephoueti te the office of has paper,
as lie liat auggested, te zeo if there
was any !tlier 110ws respecting thie
murder, anti receiveti a message iu re-
ply announcing vit lie saw at once
was a startling deveioprnent.

"'A teleglamn lias just corne froni
Siniles, our correspondent in berieu,
said the voies ait the otlier end of th(
'phione,' "lanti lie vires that the Von
Nortilelins tate that tliey paiti no an-
nuity te Sylvia Chiase - tlie denial
,cornes £reon the Gxia. Von Nordhein
blinseif.*",

Max'a face vas a etrange study at
that moment. After a short pause lie
inquiret if there was auything more.

'"Nobhing," sali the voice.

CHÂPTER X.
A Strange Love Qucat.

e&SHALL 1 ring off?" asket thle
Jvoice teleplioning tram 'The

Day" to Max Hamilton.
"Not iyet, le.,"Max .returnexi.

"lWalt a moment, or, botter Uati, put
me on to the managing editor, 1 sup-
pose lie lu An."

"Yes, lie la; 1'il counect you at

'la that you, Max ?" inquired a dl!-
,feront voice-that of the greait man

"Yes. 11ae yeu heard a rumour
that the Germian Armiy Staff have sue-
ceeded inl getting some plans of the
new S=n we've been conipllmeuting
oureeves one înventing 7"

"'Tite nev &un! You've boeard that
albout At, Max"'

"I have, to-niglt, anti f rom a pretty
gooti soure, I thougbt you anlght
le to ascertain Af there's any trulli
lu t"$

"All iglit. l'il ses vit ca= be
founti out. la that ail?"

"lYes, fofld nlglit."
"-Gooti nlglit."
Miax rang off, but lie diti not Arn-

inediately beave the teleplioue-box, a
sort of cupboard, wieh stootiý An tlie
-hall; lie was thlnblng, net of tlie runi-
our about the nev gun, but of the
etartling development la the story of
the iurder of Sylvia Chise.

That unfortunate, voman, At Dov
vae certain, bad nover ha&% an',4n-
nulrty itron tlie Von Nortihelma. If
sihe liat actually toli lier brother,
Viliers, that alie vas pald thLt an-
nuitiy, she vas intentlonally tiecelvlng
'hlm. it miglit b. that sIte Itat flot
detiteiy tolti Villiers that, 'but lis.t
led hlm to supipose At was the case.
Even se, ehe liad de-eived hlm.

SWhat titi ls nov fact inean? What
light, If an, didiAt thro.w upýon the
murder? -Max asketi hinaseif.

Now, while going over lier flat wlth
thie Superintentient, Villiers Chase
andi Bertha Schidt, Max lad seen;am-
milstakoable evitences that Sylvia vas,
lu very prosperous circumstances. The
finely furniabeti flat, the beautlful
clothea, the costly ýfurs, andi the rare
an" expenislve jewellery ail apoke of
lier belng in the enjoynent of a con-
sitierable inoome. Hie renenabereti
thet it liat cocurred te hlm, as lie liat
noteti these signa of lier being very,
coenfortably off, that as a iterary vo-
man, even of some standing, alie coulti
sca.rcely have niate enougit rnney te
aceunt for lier laiavng ail these
things, espiaclally the jewellery, anti
even the aauiuity, of vhicli lier
brother hat spoken, liartly seemedto
explain everything.

But there bad been ne aniiulty!
Wlieuee, ýtheni, liat ale tierivet lier

Inone-tlie Ancoine wliel paiti fer
the flat, the ebethes, 'the fure, Vhe
jewels?

Instantly another question aTose An
has mmnd. Couli lte Ancome have
corne te lier frein the man, vIte, lie be-
liev;EJ, bad killei lier?

He liat been present 4througliout the
iuquest, anti liad follewed à1l the pro-
ceedings thereat witli the mrlst sedul-
ou, care. He bad board thes coroner

ask Villiers Chaise if Sylvia had be
-engaget to Ibe niarried-if she 1USd
love ail air. Max had thouglit t
question rather a cruel one, bu1Jt st
poseti the -coroner deeniet it neoeffl
to put It. He had listeneti wliile _v
hoers lad. replieti confidently, "ýI sholt
anaiwer, certainly not," andi lad 90
on1 to state that Jais sis ter liat n0M
beeli engageti, andi jiat nover hld,
far as lie knew, a love aif air. ~M
recalleti perfectly ail thlat Villiers a

point.
Were Villiers and thé inaid Wrofl

Hati there been a love affair alter
-- one o! whicli botli of themi 'w
Ignorant?

It was possible, but soenehowM
diti not believe that thlere baid be
a love affair. What lie bat bue'
andi observeti of ýSylvia Cbaze a&1r5
with the statenients of lier brtI
anti of the m4aid; as Villiers lia
marketi o! ler, site was not a "'fit'
tiens woman."

And If love liat net beeon the
whcli bounti ler to this ufllIiQ
man, whIt hati the tie been?

,But Max coulti fot stand any bI01
ln the teleplion&box; the WlllOUhti
woulti notice how inany miunute3
had been out o! the drawing-ro«f, a
mlghit be surpriseti; lie couit Olot »t
lu the -box andi go on malting vag
guesses as te, thie connection Gietwe
Sylvia Chiase and the man vWI10 I
given lier the money, andi prOle
'had inurdoreti her. tei,

'Il suppose I mlust tellihw

neya is, thougli lt's perhapp 110t
actly nies. SURl, it!s ne goot S
pressing it, for lt ýwill be ln 'The Po
to-morrow and, very likely, 1lu etl
papers tee."

So wlien lie returneti to the dre
ing-roosn, andi was asdeed If lie bi
Iteard anythlng, lie tolti thon'l V
clsely wiat had i been saiti to hl 01
tlie 'phone. 

-"She liat no annulty frem the
Nortilelme!" exclairne4 »Cxlonel V
lougblby. l'Viliers dstinctIV isait

"11é mnust have been mistakefi," 8;
Max. M1e went on te speaký Of 1
evidences lie liat ioted of sylv
proasterlty, andi laow le liati tb01"
thaît the amount ste, anade 'bY -ha
erary wooek couli liardly acoou31t
it. l'If alie didn't have thisa-ni'11i
I can't account for At at ail," lie 'WOI

up by saying. IWliat oue eaw'n
that sIte bad, a !alrly large 1aicOle
really good lncome.'e

lýWliere tîd At corne frein?" as
WlblougbJby.

"Ye«, tliat lu the question,"
Max. "I don't lcnow wliat the as
te At can be unleas YOU BaY
sorneting te do witli the Mal'
kIllet lier, anti yet the anavwer 51
net lie tlipre at all. StiAU, that iB
Idea that cernes naturallY Au1tO
heat. Wb.at lu sure la that theG
tery steaduly deepeus."

"1 arn not se sure of thlat," ol>jec
Hollander. "ThOlere was a int il
evonlng papoTa--or was At ýthe iOro'
_wli gave ît? auggestlng tha5t N
Gl0ase may have liat a love affS'r-

,*The coroner a.sked viiers 01
if Sylvia liat been engageti te b

was It, biut rl look at one ofth
pera-please vait a -meIft."

H E wn nohs"e, n 1
paper. Thte ColoneluîuaII3' W

a icheerful andi even conftident alr;
wa&s the sort of man' who isdIP
te see andi te aae the best OfDo
andi things, whiol.is a very ecl
way of going tbrougli tlie WOI'14'
lie came Auto theba injfgýr 0 Wu
face was clouded.

,,It was just tilat," lie said.
Coroner asibet Villiers Clisse if
Itat been eihgaged or had iad 9
love affair, andi Viirs ,eplied
olie hiad never been engage'dan
xiever bat a love affar--thQUh
lie coiild make the latter sttOuo
don't quite see, for sheie il
had several leve affaJrs Withu
knowing anrything aiboult thbGi"


