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H 0 TWi"she, pater?" r. Croxton
lA "Veru bad ick, I'm sory

tosay. Drelhirie iow. BullI
want you le go on a vr motn
erand; 1 woukt have sent Jenkuisith

the car, but 1he wretched thing is out of
g8ar, as it always la when it's wanled in
a hurryý.Take your bicycle and ride
over to Sobury as liard as you can; call
st Roees, tie chemisl, and ask him tb
jet you have a flask of oxyçen. Don't
attempt to, ride back mihil on your
cycle b ut take a cab. You understanid?"

"epater."
"Ten off you go, and don't macle

time. IS a malter of 1f. or dealh."
Dick Croxton needed no second biddin.

Hfie sister's 111e mas in great danger, and,
as Dr. Welsh Lad announced, 1h. admin-
istration of oxygen was of extreme ima-
portance.

Il was a good ten miles of hilly road to
Solbury, and to, make maltera worse lier.
was saý hard wind, accompanied by a
drisslig rain while the- short sutum
evening wasafreadyÏ beginning to dram n

Yet the prospect of a long, cheerles
ride did flot enter into the lad's mind.
H.e had to go, he wanted 10, go, and that
was enough.

"It's lucky 1 charged my aoelylene
larp Ihis morning,"l soliloquised Dick, as
Le donned Lia poncho, and wheeled Lis
cycle past the ponderous body of the, aI
present, useless motor-car. "But what
a beasit of a night!"

Swinging easily int the saddle, Dick
pedalle down the path, tbrough the
wide-open gate, and into the main road.

11r. he encounlered 1he Lead wmmd,
and, bending low over the La.die-bars,
Le was compelled to pedal Lis hardesit,
the icy-cold ram slreaming down Lis face
and collecting in shallow pools in the folda
of bis poncho.

Soon the wooded country gave place 10
a bleak undulating moorland, acrosawhieh the wind swept with redoubled
violence, while the surface of the road,
already ankle-deep in mud, mas of so

raya aure ta once or lwice Dc'
lyres skidd. Only by 1he utmost good
fortune wa the lad ahi. bo keep bis saddle1
and setting his teeth tightly, Le slackened
bis 1ace, realizing that a side-slip would
prove the lruth of the provcrb "More
baste less speed."

It was indeed a desolate scene. FIVe
IniLks of bad road were already covered,
but since leaving the outskirts of 1h.
Viltice in which h. lived, Dick had nol
mnet a. single human being, nor in all that

black epâm f- cou)nlry'.was hhere ai
friendllight -téb.eenalthough far
away, beyond'lie dàar optines :of a Je'
foresl4 he couad jiut diétinguishfita
ligit m lie aky-that lndicated 1h. lown
lampe of Solbury.

Sudde*lythe povverfM-raya cf Dick's
lamJ feU upon ainiste patch in the mir

"Stone-breakera have been at work
here, moise luck," Le grumbled, and, ridn
towards îel anhsd edge cf 1. oa
h. souglit fur a possibe path by 1h.e*d

of 1h.traçk f arp flinf&s
Yes, tier. was a narrow track, barély

a foot i widh, and, save for an occasional
displaced atone, comparaively even. This
state of thinga conlinu.d for another
quarter of a mile,ïl with a sghof relief,
Dick found liaI 1h. road resumed ités
former muddy apperanc

"Whal'a tiatr? hemuttered anxlsualy,
as 1h. rim of the rear wheel appeared 10
bump on the soft road. "'Not a puncture,
aurely?"plà

But il was. A few mnore revolutions of
tL. cranka reeaed 1h. unfoatuuate f"a, J

Dick jumped off sud 1.11 the wet rubber
cover wih ill-concealed despair, lien
looking around Le saw a stunted bush

whil. h hh.could place ieicycle
e epumped the lyre.

"'l'Il gel il up as Lard as I can,»" Le
exclaimed. d"Perbape il willlasI me
another mile or so. . . . Tbirly-nine, forlyr-that's enough." Hassliy he
unscrew eh.connection, replaced lie
pump sud sprang intolie saddle, so as
not to lbs. a second. But ere another
hundred yards were covered lie ominous
bump again became evident.

The lad once more dismounled. Now
Le could distinguisi lie gentle yet appal-
Iing biss of 1h, escapmng air.

Repairing the inner tube la the exisling
circumstances mas quile out of the
question. Muci vaIuable lime would be
lost, sud la addition liere was a chance
that tLe punclure would, after Ailb.
undiscov~erable in lie darkness.

"1Over four miles 10 go," groaned Dick-
lien suddenly a brillian'idea struck hlm.

"Ill ride il on the rim!"
Alas for Lis idea! Hie resolution was

not equal 10 the phscal strain sud the
adverse conditions of h e atLer and the
road. In spite of his ulmost efforts tLej
cycle gradually came 10 a standstill, 1he
flabby tyre skiddmng Lpelessly in 1he
slimy mire, as the road began 10, ascend

Slongad 'steep;.hill.Then Le rememberdtia only a short l
distance away was a bridge across a rail-1
way cuttitng. On th. other aide of thej

biçid a foot-pah followed the railway
lbln.,M t1hoeectting Off a good mile andq
a hall ci the distance 10 ol bury. True,
ther. was a notice board warmngn tree-i
pafoesthat they would beJ le toafine1

b$wbut, mlii. circumstances% Dick
40koredthe probibition.--

* ewillbe anlright tl1 eone
bai*.-in th.è cmii" h.e aid, as lie placed it1
beh;nd .sème bushe. 1«". May as wel

"o.ù 'ne steepdechivity t té;=b
Hers Dick iras comparatively .heltered
from,- the - wnd, -that howled dismally
through the pin. tresegon sither aide cf
the cutting; bu% on the other hand, the
ran haid inereaed from a asteady drisl. t
to08 heavy downpour.-I
mf=ùt t th. hmp shining on lb. pe,

Dck broke intoaateady
trot. Wefl il irauthat lie hLd brouglit the.
Iamp, for ils Iight iras 0< immense servicet
suae 1h.h. iras beeet with signal irires

om eeand the ends of the leepers
liaI suppoeted the.gleaming metabs en
1h. other.
1 There's one bleWng," hhought t h.

lad; 'S on the riglitaide of the railway.o
00 euety t -r'.no' dangercf beingr
ovtnbatraeInan= 1canaeahead â
aul riglt" *Y

On and on h. ran, bis breath coming in
quick. ls-bom d papie.for thout hé wu tI

meigil of Lies aaurated poncho, tLe slip-
stale of hhe&ath, sud lie additiorsl
of cr.11 g elamp mer. beginning

Suddenly lhe lad came te an abrupt
hall, sud gazed witi mide-open eys at a
sigit Ihat Iiled hlm mihconsternation.

Acrousthl eft-hand Drir of metals mas
an enormous pie.. o timber-. aCler
inspection showed Ihat il mas a telegrapi
pole, Ita tiickest portion lying upon tL.
ria while ita apered end was supported
bylihe bank of lie eutlln.

At firat Dick tliought it had been dis-
placed by lie _We but tlie absence of the
cross-bars sud insulators proved other-
mise. Tien lie truth flashed acrosLis
mind. Someone Lad made a defiberate
attempt to wreck a train.

Even as Dick bent over the ponderous
mass of larred limber Le fancied Le Leard
footateps crasbing lhrough the brushwood,
but reasoning Ibat il might Lave been
the noise of 1h e wind amid lie Ires-tops,
lie lad took courage.,

"If the rascals are up there they mon't
know who il is, so long'as 1kee the lil ht
turncd in their direction," Le thought;
and elting the lamp on'tîLe ground e
sougt to remove the obstruction.

He migit as well have tried 10 lit a
ton weight. Not the faintest fimpreson
did Le make upon the heavy pole.

"And the seven forly-five is about due,"
he gasped; then, lhinking for a moment,
Le exclaimed resolutely, "«Il musitb.
stopped.P"

For one brief instant th. object of bin
erand fialfed across bis mid.

It was a matter of 1f. and death tt. hie
sister; but on the other hand, lier, iras
also le appaflingfact Ihat the lives of
posulbly twohu dred people irere in
direct perd..

"It oenÏ be belped,"-~h. red.r
-riil. "'Fils muet cdaim my firit atten-

tion. The train must b. stopped."
But hoir? Dick looked aI his lam

The brilliant whbite liglit would b.
fbr a considerable distance ev a the
main; but- would the drivellup fertaa
white neglt? L&ink eeccle lampe, 1t;
iiad a mallrediLnoc:4 1 e las n
one aide and genon .*0oller. ebuth
med lt oud not b. uficeut

Lo.oere exept asve 1rtubî
distance.

Rad Dick iknowaf there #s w îgaLo
il leus Ihantiro hunduared s'dita
round a curve in th. outtz ,wil, 1
te where. he stood wuras a Sigmis
nly10 1s h. trains frou Solury.4Ail re Could -b. t.hoàeI t. t
next box, a couple ci miles aw, sud t
uignal. would promptly b. mat agulnst be
ci. lia particulW sigalbo, 1 Di r-, -rh :Btbm4W ýc h dtï
oedd16rerace ief o "dp
IeavS téoattraetthie = «io c
drvk li.a viuhie .a.

rau la a perfèctIy ,suw t~direptias fer
ne hy ie, ick listeho ài~o

lie-moaningcf lie wind befàil., ol
tinguisthle rubLi.g Of -lte Ini
exprems

A slght manipulation of 'thée iater
!upply and the lightof ielap in.se
in mntensity. Then liebaunti»,g doubt

aanreasserted itself Would tie dfiver
pulup for a wite fgtti"

"aIt'a too risky," thought Dick; lieu
aelting tie lamp on the ground h. mutý
tered delerminedly, "Yes, lFil do it.?'

Out came Lis peeket.Landkerchief; ou%
came hl s knif e. Unflinch[i noly lie lad
opened lie sharp. blade and appli.d it
slowly sund deliberâtely to, his hhumb.

Ina aminute the Landkerchief iraSd.af
ficiently saturaîed mihlie crimau uid
te form ared.screen for the laznp, audIto
the lad's unbounded satisfcton he rsi-
ized that Liseperiment wuwasnoU1kdg~
to e b.nlavain.

At that moment the distmtnt rmble of
the, express caugt Lis car s te*sf.
seconds laler, lie glare 7d1h.furue
thrown upon the trailing cloud of steua
becamme visible agaLut 1h.ed »rirn.
laden background. a

Standing by lie aide of th. ermnnt
way, Dick waved Lia red Jigt mli ra
vigor that lie keen, alert driver could not
f ali tenotice, snd or. th. express thund-
ered past the spt miere the lad slood tLe
speed mas rapidly decreasing, the sparks
flyng in showera from îthe brakes.
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