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THE repeal agitation in Nova Scotia has not the appearance of a wide-
spread or deep-rooted movement. Although the resolution to secede was
introduced by the Government, it was carried by a majority of seven votes
only. Itis purely a party measure, and the vote shows the strength of
the Government ; but the Local House, where the Liberals are in the
ascendant, being elected on purely local issues, their strength there is hardly
a guide to the opinion of the constituencies on the subject of Confederation.
There may be a general digsatisfaction with the present connexion ; but it
has not yet been shown at the polls: while Nova Scotia returns to the
Dominion House thirteen supporters of the present Government and the
present connexion against only six opposed to it, the rest of the Dominion
must refuse to believe that any serious wish to break away from the
Dominion exists.
ment, a desire to withdraw from the Confederation must first be expressed

To command attention, here or in the Linperial Parlia-

unmistakeably in a constitutional way—by the election of Representa-
tives to the Dominion Parliament, charged by the constituencies to obtain
the redress of grievances, or in case of failure, to promote the withdrawal
of the Province,

Tuere is unquestionably in the Maritime Provinces a feeling of luke-
warmness, if not of hostility, towards Confederation; and this may be
traced wholly, we believe, to one cause —the imposition of a fiseal policy
that kills all foreign trade in waritime provinces to which foreign
trade is as the breath of life.  The Nuational Policy is fostering manufac-
tures in the inland Provinees, but in proportion as it succeeds in this objeet
it excludes foreign manufactures; and in excluding them it, in many ways,
direct and indirect, inflicts injury on the shipping interests of the coast, or
at best prevents theiv due development as the portals of international com-
merce,  If it had not been for the fisheries, the pressure of the effoct
produced by the National Policy in the Maritime Provinces would have
been felt long ago : it is the closing of the United States markets that has
brought on these acute symptoms ; and now that these Provinces have to
digcover or create new markets abrond to take the place of those just
closed, we may reasonably expect that, handicapped as all foreign commerce
is by the National Policy, the present dissatisfaction will continue to grow
in intensity unless an adjostment of the tarift to the circumstances boe
made.

Ir we may believe the cable correspondents, Mr. Michael Davitt is
reported to threaten that he will rouse the members of the National League
in lIreland and Amecrica, if Mr. Gladstone yields to Mr. Chamberlain’s
demands for moditication of the Home Rule Bill; and as to the people of
Ulster, who are “only Englishmen and Seotchmen that have sottled in
Ircland,” “leave them to us,” Mr. Davitt is reported as saving, “ we will
make short work of them.”  The public on this side the Atlantic are sup-
plied by these correspondents with so perverted an account of what passes
in England that we dare say this is not exactly what Mr. Daviwt said ; hut
none the less it is, we believe, very much in the spirit the expected acquisi-
tion of Home Rule is being received by the Irish agitators.  If the
people of Ulster be left to the mercy of the instigators of the Phanix
Park murders and the subsequent dynamite outrages, we kunow what the
“ghort work ! to be made of them means. We may make a good guess of
their probable system of government not only from the general conduct
during the past few ycars of the apostles of the dagger and dynamite ; but
also—though he may not have uttered this threat——from the personal ante-
cedents of this friend of Mr. (iladstone’s, Mr. Davitt, whom Cabinet
Ministers now delight to honour, who sits in the distinguished-strangers’
gallery of the House of Commons, and who is regarded by the British public
as a worthy and representative Irishman, but to whom, when tried for
treason sixteen years ago, Lord Chief Justice Cockburn, when passing
sentence on him, uttered words which ought not to be forgotten at this
juncture :

* There is one thing,"” said the Lord Chief Justice, “ I cannot help regard-
ing with a feeling of the utmost condemnation and horror, and that is —that
assassination is not considered as a means too desperate or bad to be
resorted to, when it is found convenient to have recourse to it. That letter
of yours shows that there was some dark and villanous design against the
life of some man.”

This is the man, undoubtedly guilty in the judgment of one of the
astutest judges that ever sat on the English Bench, of a design to commit
murder, who now is reported to openly threaten war to the death unless
Ulster be subjected to the rule of the statutory Parliament at Dublin. And
it is this spirit among the Irish leaders, which undoubtedly exists, however
carefully concealed for the moment,—it is this spirit, which makes it utterly
impossible for Great Britain ever to give the Celtic Irish control even over
their own destinies, until, at any rate, they have shown unmistakeably

that they have undergone a complete change of heart and are not likely to
abuse the trust.

I~ the discussion of the Gladstone Irish Bills it should never be for
one moment forgotten that the Government, as respects Irish affairs at any
rate, is Mr. Parnell as representing his employers, the American-Irish,
acting through the executive of Mr. Gladstone and his Irish Secretary, Mr.
Morley. It is evident from the information given incidentally by Mr.
Chamberlain and others as to the ignorance of Mr. Gladstone’s colleagues,
up to the last moment, of the nature of his schemes, that in the preparation
of the Bills the Nationalists took the place of the Ministers of the Crown,
at least as far as Mr. Gladstone’s overweening self-confidence brooked any
extrancous help in the concoction of his measures.  And in the subsequent
proceedings on these measures the same thing is observable, A few hours
before Mr. Gladstone moved the second reading of his Home Rule Bill,
a Cabinet Minister and another member of the Government gave assurance
that important modifications of the Bill, which would put an end to all
danger of its being defeated, were to be announced.  But when Mr. (flad-
stone sat down, it became evident that his colleagues really knew nothing
about his intentions. The simple truth is it is the Nationalists, not the
Ministers of the Crown, who are now Mr. Gladstone’s colleagues ; the
function of the Ministers has been changed to that of clerks to a puppst
set in motion by the Nationalists.  And so we read further that Mr, John
Morley, at a conference had on Thursday with the Parncllites, was unable
to persuade them to consent to any changesin the Home Rale Bill ; and on
Friday Mr. Parnell Iaid before an agsomblage of his supporters a number
of communications from Mr. Giludstone suggesting certain modifications in

the Home Ruale Bill.

Tur London Economist, a Liberal journal, be it remembered, of high
authority in political as well as commercin] matters, says on the subject
of one-man power, as exemplified in Mr. Gladstone’s present departure
from both Liberal principles and practices : — There is one feature in this
great stragele to grant or to refuse Tome Rule to Ireland which has not
yet received the attention it deserves, and that iy the tomporary break-
down of the British system of Cabinet Government.  That system, which
entrusts all executive power to a committee informally elected by Parlia-
ment, though always unrecognized by law and often misunderstood, has
gradually come to be regarded among us as the key of our administration,
and the check, not only on the folly or caprico of Parlinmont, but on the
rashness or unwisdom of any individual Minister. In the prosent instance
the use of this grand guarantee for moderation has been reduced to a mini-
Mr. Gladstone, it is now oflicially admitted, formed his Cabinet
without any explanation to his colloagues of his principal project, and when
it was formed loft them still in ignorance,

mum.

Whatever may be the ultimate
result, a great event—one of the greatest in our history-—has occurrod
thorugh the volition of one man, who, in spite of all our claborate consti-
It
may be taken as certain that if Mr. Gladstone had explained his scheme to

tutional checks, had made himself for this occasion the (overnment,
the people the Tories would have been returned to power.” With respect
to this last sentence, we have no hesitation in aflirming that the statement
of Mr. Labouchere and his friends, the Lrish cable correspondents who
serve the American Continent with news, as to the favourable attitude
towards Home Rule of the great body of the English artisans and working-
classes, are utterly, we are pained yet pleased to say, the reverse of truth,
Lt is not merely clubs and drawing-rooms that are opposed to Home Rule,
as these gentlemen would have us bolieve ; it is the people in general who
arc set against it ; and if the opinion of any class bo taken it wiil be found
that the only persons favourable to the Gladstonian scheme have a strong
Irish accent. Mr. Gladstone and his supporters know this, we believe,
perfectly well ; and hence their dilatoriness in procecding with the Bill,
Every week of delay gave them a chance of bargaining with the Radicals,
till that came to an end by the final rupture with Mr. Chamberlain last
week,  Moreover, it has been hoped to familiarize the unation with the
idea of disruption by the perversions of truth and probability of the jackals
we have referred to—a hope unfortunately not without foundation, for
unthinking people are easily led to take a view which they believe is gene-
sally held. But the main reliance of Mr. Gladstone is undoubtedly the
ignorant rural vote newly enfranchised, who unfortunately know him only
by name. Yet, even here, it is more than likely that he has gone astray ;
for these are mainly dissenters and ultra-Protestants, and ultra- Protestant-
ism will assuredly not look with favour on the Rome Rule so evidently
accompanying Home Rule. This is not a high motive for political action,
but it will tell with many ; and, besides, though the rural vote is not an
enlightened vote, it may be counted on to be a patriotic one as far as it
sees. Mr. Jesse Collings, who, if any one, may be taken as the spokesman




