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tc revert again to the Martini-Henry. The rvecoil would
prove doubly distasteful, as they would find it au vaneces-
sary piece of violence, spoiling their «im, and solely due to
& now expiring system. It is said that the War Oilice are
somewhat inclined to adopt practice cartridges which will
give good shooting at 300 yards. This would be valuable
as a means of improving long-range service shooting,  with-
out the expense of ammunition.  Practice cartridges are
made up to represent the service cartridge ; but only the
front portion contains the miniature cartridge and bullet.
The body of the cartridge-case contains a striker.  On firing
the rifle the striker of the lork impinges on the striker in
the cartridge-case, which, being pushed forward, strikes and
ignites the primer in the mini turve eartridge.  About four
grains of fine bright powder in the latter answ rs for bar
rack practice, whereas ten or twelve grair s give, it is said,
very geod accuracy on the range at 300 yawds.

Here we have another distinet advautage in the serviee
magazine vifle, which, we firmly believe, only requires to
be better known, and. above all, to be provided with the
ammunition designed for it, to become not only a popular

O
but very valuable weapon.

CAVALRY.

(United Service Gazette, 7th March.)

Lord Wolsely presided on Wednesday at a well attended
meeting of the Military Society ot Lrelund, held at the
Royal University, Dublin, when Major-Geueral J. Keith
Fraser, C.M.G., commaunding the Dunlin District, read a
paper on the subject of ** Cavadry.”

Lord Wolselev, in introducing the lecturer, said they
should be ob.iged to General Fiaser for giving a lecture on
a subject he was so well qualified to lecture about. He
hoped that the example would be followed by others, and
that numerous instructive subjects would be selected.
There were a great many Cavalry oftizers present, ~nd he
earnestly hoped that they would give the society the benetiv
of their opinions on the subject, whether they were
lieutenants or colonels.

Major-General Fraser, in the conrs+ of his lecture, said
that he himself had been thirty yewrs in the Cavalry, and
that all his family belonged to it.  He thought that it was
necessary that a Cavalry cilicer should know a lot abont
Artillery and Infantry, and that, in fact, a man in one arm
should be acquainted with the workings of the others be-
fore he wus qualified to take control of the combined forees.
Up to a very recent time little had been written about
Cavalry, but since the Franco-German war the whole of
Europe had been flouded with literature by brilliane writers
on the subject of Cavalry, and all that had been written
and said on the subject lately proved how hopelessly
wrong were those persons who had predicted that the
day for the Caval:y in Burope was completely past.
A brilliant writer “he other day had paid the Cavaby a
great compliment by stating that the Infantiry were afraid
of them ; but, be that as it might, the fact remai .ed that of
late « considerable revival had taken place on the subject
throughout Euvope. A number of authorities rvecently,
when writing ou Cavalry, had come t) the conclusion that
with the longer distances that arin of the Service would
have to go they would come to the tront again with better
leaders.  As a watter of fact. the Cavalry of the preseut
day was as good us the Cavalry in the days of Hannibal,
notwithstanding inventions——such as good wuskets, pereus-
stun caps. brecch londers, ete.,—after each ot which the dis-
use of the Cavaby was prediceed ; but yet the Cavalry
record had gone ou as before.  With better leaders he
thought the Cavalry would hold their own, hut at any rate
88 long as there were Cavalry they would have to keep
Cavalry to meet them.  After referring to some of the gieat
victories that had been won by Cavalry, the lecturer went

on to say that, in his opinion, in future large masses of
Cavalry in froue of armies would do a great deal of the
fichting against Cavahy. The idea was to send Cavalry
sixty miles in front of the Army to discover what the
enemy were doing. A general would have to get his in-
formation that evening in order that it might be of any use
to him, and they could not depend on the Cavalry coming
move than sixty miles in the night. The idea now was to
huve u war of wasses, having the whole nation in arms,
with the Cavalry massed. That did not affect them heve,
hecause they could not hope for wasses of Cavalry. They
here looked at things in a different light. They did not
know that they would use Cavalry in Burope again, but
they might suddenly require them in a smaller war, and
therefore they must keep them up. In most Continental
conntries the Cavalry were about from one to three or one
to four in the Army, bul in Eungland they weve about oue
to seven.  As to the troop system of Cavalry iu use in the
British Aimy, he disapproved of it, and thought that the
squadron system would be much better. It was well known
that every experienced officer was in favour of it.  In con-
clusion, he spoke of the formation of a regimenr, urged an
improvement in the matter of peace and direction amonust
their own Cavalry, and also expressed the hope thut they
would see a rvepetition of the manceuvres which they had
bad last year. He had only further to say that he hoped
their Cavalr  officers would try to work and study so as to
make their Cavalry what it should be.  He particulinly re
commended constant Cavalry exercise during five days per
week,

Colonel Plillips opened the discussion on the lecture.
After referring to some other subjects, he spoke of the res
ponsibility of a Cavalry officer. He said that in the Infantry
it was possible for a commander to make a mistake and yet
to put the men into their places after all, but in the case of
Cavalrey it was diftevent ; 2 mistake was tatal.  Therefore it
was more necessary that the Cavalry leaders should be well
trained, should possess great self-reliance, the eyes of a hawk,
aud should be fiem riders. Every barvack should have a
lecture room where the men could be instructed, for this
class of instruction was better than any other. There wus
no time in the tield for practice. He thought their Cavalry
would be brought to a higher pitch if a higher standard were
required. He thought it possible to bring the English oflicer
ro any standard required. The Cavalry officer more than the
Tofantry requived a high training, hecause at any moment
he was liable to find himselt alone, with nothing but his
own kunowledge and courage to vely npon. He advocated
more fiute at training and more reading.

After some remarks from Colonel McCalmont,

Colonel Morrison said in his opinion in the cavalry regi-
ments the door was often closed to men of talents because
of the very heavy expenses which it was absolutely neces
sary for the officers to incur. Even the abolition of the
purchase system had not much reduced the expenditure.

He considered this question one of vital importance, and f

one that should be looked into at once.

Lord Wolseley said, in reference to Colonel Morrison's
remarks, the subject that that gentleman had rveferred to
had occupied the attention of the authorities for a grew
many years, bav it was found very ditlicult to lay down any

regulations to prevent men spending money that they §.

wished to spend, and that they had. [t was a most diflicult
thing for the Government to take up. At the present
moment the officers who belonged to their Cavalry regi
ments were second to none in the world, and alchough the

expenses of thewr living were considerable, there was nofs
Now, in v
feence to the lecture, he had taken the greatest possible [
interest in i6, and he had gained great benetit from it fle |l
agreed with the views of General Fraser in reference to the |

ditliculty in obtaining the numbers required.

Service of which he was such.an ornament. General
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