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in a manner as could bring uo harm or dan

or to anoiber human bewng, This, in the
ﬁmgunge of the judge, hasadded a new ray
of glory to her youth, her innocence, and
her beauty., Such opportunities, however,
sre not common, nor are the spirit and cour-
age given to every girl similarly situated to
use them aright, Does the terrible wreck of
the mnn whose name stands at tho head of
this nofice of bis tufBanistn give any point
to the saying of the stern English gentle-
man who sud, *1f we tanke not good heed to
Jive angelically wo must count ou becoming
devilish P’ *

Woe claim for Colonel Baxsr that oharity
which every brave and humane man will
sccord to a fallen individual, and we are
quite certain that British justice will in the
end assert itself against his cowardly op-

pressors, .
Ourcontemporary the United States Army

and Navy Journal has dealt with this melan-
choly case in a straightforward and manly
manner—its article entitled ¢ Military Hon-
or’! will be found in another page. and is
well worth the careful study of avery man
belonging to the military profession, as it
contains a clear exposition of the relations
a soldier bears to the society of his country,
orany other with which he should be brought
into contact.

We have copied from a Canadian jourual
the Nafion, an sarticle entitled * Colonel
Varextivg Baxer,!’ in which a fair and dis-
passionate view of the case is taken, and a
warning given, which it would be well for
the “girls of the period” totake into serious
oonsideration—as the next victim may not
be as scrupulous to outward appearances as
the victim in this case.

Two atticles from Broad Arrow, entitled
“Colonel Baxrr'’ and ** The Value of Colo-
nel Baker’s Comumission,” will also be found
in this issue, The first, we are sorry to say,
reprosents a state ot aftairs thoroughly dis
graceful to mvwnicipal authoritics and laws
as administered in Eogland. Ifsucha thing
had bappened in oage of our backwood's
towns—tne rosring curs woukl be sent
bome howling without much ceremony, and
would find some employment for their un-
cxpended energies in kurd labour for the
public and their own benefit. The second
does not place British statesmen in a favor-
able light, or advantageously reflect credit
in the independence of an English Parlia-
ment.

The result of all this will be a reaction in
ColonelBaxer’sfavor—theindividual s teing
too heavily punished, and true British feel-
ing revolts at the idea of suck unfeeling op*

pression.
1tis well it should ba so at present; the

man is as legally murdered as if the mob
bad their sweet will and lyached him at
Croydon.

But we hope and trust the assumption of
the humane and learned Judge must be.
come s reality, and that Colonel Baxer will
bs allowed the chance of redeeming his cha-
Taoter from thestain received by s moment.
wry lapse from virtue.

Tue followlng article on * discipline" is
specially commended o the officers of our
service—as it embodies every prinoiple on
which a force can be made eflicient or other.
wise under our system—and by which offi.
cers can attrin to the dignity of oraamants
of their professior or sink to the level of
mere drill sergeants

“ A constant misapplication of words is
one of the eccentricities of ' uman nature
which are nc‘. peculiar to particular sails,
and which are cunsequently of univeranl in
cidenco, and the term discipline is precisely
one of those words which, according to the
idiosyncrasy of individuals, are employed to
express widely divergent sehtiments, 7To
speak of a disciplinarian is, as a cule, to con
vey the impression of a tyrant, just because
it happens to be n wonkness of mankind to
invest with the euphemistio title of discip
linary powers the arbitrary exercise of autho.
rity. Under the pretext of discipline the
caprices Of tyranny often take an active
form, ard a word which in itselt imphes
nothing more than the regulation of prac-
tice, is used to consecrate the infliction of
overy species of petty wrong. Itis,ofcourse,
exceedingly difficult to define the exact
limits within which discipline should be per
mitted to ronge, and we may adwmit that it
would not be difficult to establish the prao
tical illimitableness of its scope, seeing that
government is a term of so elastic a nature
as to suggest every phase of development,
but as those in whose hunds the right of dis*
cipline is reposed, are thereby laden with
enormous responsibilities, it ts clear that
their exercise of the power should be free
from all extraneous influences. Systems of
discipline are not in themselves bad; but
discredit is often hrought upon them by
their sdmiowstrators. 1 a disciplinarisn
were merely a wman who eatistied himself
with the impartial and dispassionate enforce:
ment of diceigling, the world would be en-
tirely denuded of the offunsiveness which
undoubtedly attaches to it,

The imporiance of discipline as contribut,
ing to the efliciency of an army, i3 a point
which need hardly be insisted on ; but, whilst
all men are in a vague manner agreed in
affrming the general proposition, we gravely
doubt whether there is any accord or even
distinct idea as to what fortg of discipline is
in realty the most efficiacious. for, lot us
hasten to add, there is a very coasiderable
divargency of practice, and consequently of
opinion, in the matter. The severe system
of discipline adopted in the Germun Avmy
has of late years arrested: public attention,
and prompted the interesting inquiry wether
the question has hitherto been sufficiently
studied. Certain 1t 18 that if the discipline
which prevailedin ourown Army half-a cen-
tury ago was essential to our successes, weo
should, instrict logic, be nowunequal to the
task of boiding our owa viewing the im
mense relaxation of disciplinve which has
been effected in the joterval. Such a con-
clusion iy, however, io unsatisfctory to con-
template, and, in our opinion, so erroneous,
notwithstanding ' the unimpeachableness of
the premises from which it is deduced that
we prefer to repudiateit. and to adopt the
more pleasing theory that our srmyof volua-
ceers can be permitted to serve without de-
triment to its efficiency under lessstringent
and less exacting regulations than any army
of soldier citizens. Nor is the reason far to
seek for services that are voluntarily ren-
dered require no stimulus to set them in
motion, and no coerceive measvres of or-
ganization while those which are violently

appropriated must be to & great extent sab*

Jucted to rigarous control. ‘The numerous
desertions which take piace from the English
‘Army do not prejudice the distinction we
nave drawn, for it discipline were to take the
form of more drustio measures towards de.
serters it is to be npprehended that the vol.
untary system, whioh is alraady in an enfeeb*
led conditious, might suffer by the dis
couragement of ragruiting, aad it is just ocne
of the necessary evils of voluntaryism that
those who adopt it cannot pick and choose
their materials, In the Eoglish Army
discoutented service j8 not one of the
evils which discipline is required tocorreot,
and €0 far we ure unquestionably fcctunate.
In the days when thoughtless hinds took the
¢ Queen’s shilliog’ in a etate of sottish imbe.
cility, and were hurried off to capaigas for
which they bad no particular favour, it was
neither unnecessary nor unwise to reserve
considerable powers for the repression of
contumacy, seeingthat voluatary enlistment
was too often an eulirely misapplied torm;
but at the present time recruiting is little,
if at all promoted by uafair mesns, and the
recruits we colleat (would thay they were
better and more numerous i) sre uncontroll:
ed in the fulfilment of their several desti’
nies,

Proceeding then, upon the hackneyed
wmaxim alrendy quoted, that discipline pro-
motes eflicisnocy, we find that England alone
amongst European States is relieved from
the necessity ot regulating unwilling service
by stringent disciplinary laws, but there ber
advantage, great as it is, terminates. Wil
iog spirits must bo led quite irrespective of
the fact that reluctant ones must be both
compelled and led ; regulations are required
to govern the ardent no less than they are
demanded for the government of the hostile
or inditferent; and an army, no matter of
what materials it may be composed, canunot
be a fit instrumnent of action unless nroperly
disciplined. We have before now potnted
out the absurdity of compuring the system
of military pains and penalties adopted in
foreign armies with those in force amonogst
our troops, who are raised under ditferent
conditions and constituted of materials us-
terly diverse, and less mixed. ‘The remarks
apply equally to the question of geueral
discipline, and until our Army shall have
taken witbia its ranks a more even distribu.
tion ot the several classes which compose
Eaglish society, whereby the lowest strata
will secome improved aud leavened, we
cannot hope to adopt with auy benetficial re~
sults the forms of discipline approved
amongst our nearer neigubours.  Soldiers
who respect their officars because they re<
spect themselves are, in whatever Army
they may be found, accessible to mild mea-
sures of discipline which would be ridiculed
by those whose reluctant exhibition ot re*
spect is the mere growth of igaorance or of
fear, and officars who recklessly visiv every
breach of observance and every petty de-
fection with the means of punishment at
their dispasal, do more to weaken the effact
of djsaiphine avd to discredit its influence
than the most seditious spirits, ~ Whatever
fanatical biographers may say to the cone
trary, we do nos hesilate to express & convice
tion that disciplinarians, as they are falsely
called, have no bold upon the affections of
their men. It is possible to be agraavsticky
ler for discipline, and yet to understand the
wisdom of winkingat a fault, and thedsicip-
line which contributes to etficiency in the
field is that which cement officers and men
by a cedtiment of mutual esteem instead of
attaching the latter to the former by a ¢e-
graded emotion of fear. Frieadly sympavhy
between officer: and mon is when, prudently,




