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curiosity of rnany a reader who would like to know COUNT THE COST.
soumohing froni time to tirne of the transactions of the Enthusiasm is a great thing, and it is vcry dcsir.
associatioS- oentxolled and owncd by Brother Cassidey. able in starting a ncw industry, but wc think an Owen

Sound contcmporary lias, pcrlîaps, a littie more of this

WH NOT? desirabie cominodity on hand than the state of the
market warrants. In an article entitled IlThe Knittîng
Industry," in a recent number, occurs the following:

The interests covcrcd by the terni Ilwoolen mnanu- Il It should flot bc a difficuit inatter to secure subscrip-
facture " are much too diverse ta be easily unitcd into tions for $20,000 worth of stock amongst tho business
a manageable combine for general purposes, yct there nien of the town, and the investors of towvn and couni-
are sorte points îvhere combination appears more pos- try. Only half of the amount would be rcquircd.
sible than at others. For instance, cannot something Froni information ini our possession, wvc lcarn that the
be done towards raising the standard of quaiity for the necessary plant of knitting machines of the most ini-
average output of our mnills? There can be no blinking proved kind, sufficient ta give eniploynicnt ta fifty
the fact that the quaiity of Cansdian goods is flot what hands and able to comipete with the bcst, wotild cost
it wvas even five vears ago. Somne people go so far as well under $3,ooo. The advic? cornes froin authori.
to say that there is no absoluteiy pure stock îvorked up ties on the subject to go into the manufracture af knitted
in our mills to-day. This is of course not truc, yet the goods of the better class only. The factories have
average of a ycar's output is in miost instances iower aiways succeeded best that have uscd Canadian or
than irj former years. This is a condition whiich is not importcd wvorstecd or cashmere yarns, instead of going
confined to the Canadian trade, as is evidenced by a into the manufacture of poorer grades, wvhere conîbin.
series of articles in the Dry Goods Economiist recently, ing yarn-making and knitting, the înachinery for which
by C. 0. Boring. He scems to take the ground that wvoid cost over three tiis that of the knitting machin-
the manufacturers.themnselves are responsibie for this ery where the yarns were boughit." Upon reading the
condition of the trade, and witîe he biames the trade facts based uipon -information in our possession " it
for handling inferior goods, he scems to consider themi becomes evident that the article was written in order to
not only the O¶ctinis of circumstances, but also of the insure its "flot bcing a difficuit niatter to secure stib-
manufacturers. The facts of the case, in Canada at scriptions for $20,000 wvorth of stock." Now as ta the
least, are that the blame rests entireiy upon the trade, improved plant that is ta cost under $3,ooa. The fol.
which appears to control the mninfacturers. There is loîving at least are essential to the sciieme outlined :
flot a manufacturer carrying on business in the country One knitting machine, probably Balmioral, 18 inch,
who is flot prepared to turfi out a reliabie class of goods ini $5o0; onie sewing machine, $200; cuif sewer looper
hislUne ifhlehad any deinand for tlicm. Year afteryear and raveller), $zoo; button-hiolc cutter, $75 ; îvasing
samples are got out, covering in somne cases a range of and fulling machine, $40; extractor, $500; prcss,
a couple of thousand patterns, and represcnting every if hosiery press is used, $200, but if regular knit goods
grade in quaiity. X'ou know tiîe whole story when you prs 0uei ,0.Ti rpee t 2975, po

sec the orders cornein. The iowcrthe quaiityofthe goods wvhich a reduction îigh-lt bc inade for possible bargains
the more freely are orders placed; as the quality risesj km seodhn îcîns hiloeci nyt

the~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~ oerfaioanwhniconstnubrrer.Jbeginning. A boiter is necessary for hieat, even if it
senting goods wvhiciî are absoiutely pure wool, dyed inl were not required for power. Drying and bicaching
fast colors (and Canadian manufacturers can and doffand the tiîousand and one little things niuist bc taken
make such goods, thiîogh many people refuse to credit
it), the orders disappear aitogether. The matter wvould
right itself if a good demand ini the retail trade for
Canadian wvares of the best quality could be created.
As it is, the better ciass of goods is sold by the wholesaie
men as Engiish and Scottish goods. If the Canadian
goods bore the manufacturers namie or trademark the
denîand wouid rapidly improve, for when the consumer
had the opportunity of comparing prices and wveai ing
qualities of Canadian and importecl goods, lie wouid
soon sec that the advantage was with the home producer.
In the mecantime, a combine ta starnp ont the produc-
tion of the lowest ciass of goads %vould be a good thing.
Remember the consumer is w-ith the manufacturer in
this. In this cold climate people want something that
Niil wear, and they are wvilling to pay for it. The
wholesale man is the offerider. Can he be induced ta
do better ?

into account. This equipment wili cost fully $3,000, and
wlîen it is put in it wvill flot afford emiploynient to half
of the fifty operatives of whoni our contenlporary
spcaks. Then, as to the milis using rcady-made yarns.
'Ne are somewhat doubtful as to the state-
ment that they have succccded better tlîan
those spinning tiir owvn yarns, because so many
nulls tlîat we know to be paying wveli arc spin-
ning tlicir own yarns. Competition for ordcrs is so
keen that the delay necessary to procure a certain
grade of yarm must often bc a serions dificulty. If the
miii is to confine itself ta goods of the higliest ciass it
cannot do business at ail, as the ils now running are
producing ail of this cl:Lss o! goods that the market is
able ta take up. If iow-class goods are tîîrncd ont
there may be ani o,-e-ning, but it is oniy to be sec.nred
by cutting prices, aîadl the trade is of tlîe opinion that
the liinit, in tlîat direction lias been reached.


