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employed. The disaster will come on life aud property, do
what we will.

1f left to us, none would die ; for wo always seck to prolong
life. And, when our friends die, wo say, if we had used this
remedy or that. they might have ived. No machines would
break, if we had our way. No accidents would occur if we
could prevent them.

Ab, this human frailty, this innate imperfection in man,
which shows itself in all his works and in all Lis actions, -
we caonot think of it without 4 deep feeling of humility !
This frailty aud death ars implicd in the text, * Dust thou
art, and unto dust shalt thou retuin.” God means tocaectte
the law of mortality in this world. The man of health and
strength often falls to the ground in a moment, without any
assignable cause. Infancy and age alike perish fram the
earth The pestilence walks with deadly tread among the
children of men, sparing uone. ! he earth is made to quake
by some invisible power, and citics are toppled into ruins,
and life and property are wasted with lavish hand. The
rains descend from the heavens, and floods are created which
sweep away the abodes of men with all they hold dear.

Build as strong as you will, be as careful as you may ; and
yet, with humabity as it is, and with material things as
they are, it can be said truly, ‘‘ There is nothing sure but
heaven.”
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’I‘HE war-cloud has burst over Afghanistan, and propara-

tions continue to be made. By some means guns and
ammunition find their way to the dominions of Shere Ali,
and the spark requires but to be kindled and the holocaust
will bein a blaze. The price to be paid will be as usual,
several 1illions of mouey, many thousands of lives, and at
least five times as many widows and orphans. In these
“‘latter days” there are still many ‘““men who delight
in war.”

The autumnal conference of the Church Association has
been held at Derby, and was largely attended.

The Baptist Union of Scotland has held its annual meetings
at Edinburgh. The Union hay just entered on its first decade.
When it commenced there were 50 churches in connection
with it, and a membership of 3,850. There arc now St
churches, with 5,163 members. In the Sabbath-schools there
are 7,670 youny people.

The lust Conference of the Wesleyan Methodists appointed
a comittee to cowurider the best method of rcheving the
easting embarrassments of various Connexional funds, and
providing, as far as pussible, against the recurring accamula-
tion of debt, as also of raiming the nmieans for the erection of a
new branch of the Thevlogical Iustitution, and for other
pressing purpeses. ‘The cowmittce met in the Centenary
Hall, on Oct. 29, and it was resolved to raise £200,000, to be
called * The Wesleyan Methodist Thanksgiving Fund.”

Ruth Eiliott (by whick name she was best known), after a
lengthened period of suffering, which did not, however,
prevent her from exercising her gifts as a charming story-
teller, has died at the early age of twenty-eight years, Miss
Peck (for that was her real name) was the daughter of the
Rev. W, P. Peck, Wesleyan minister, of Chelmsford. In
her tales she always wrote **with a purpose,” and she had
gained a high place as a Chnstian novehst. Her remains
were comnutted to their last carthly rest by the Rev. W
Stathawm, at Abney Park Cemetery, Stoke New:ngton,

ine Rev. Thomas Spurgeon, son of the Kev. C. H.
Spurgeon, has returned from a lengthened tour in Austraha,
New Zealand, and Tasmania, bis return haviog been hastened
on acconnt, of the recent illness of Mrs. Spurgeon, which it was
feared had assumed dangerous features, which have happily
abated, Tt is stated that Mr. Thomas Spurgeon’s success as a
preachor during his tour was very great.

The merry peal of St. Paul's Cathedral bells is now
frequently heard. They are twelve m number, the total
weight being 271 cwt , and the cost about £4 500. They were
dedicated by a religious ceremony, the Bishop of London
officiating, on Friday. Nov. 1. Maoy thousands of people
assembled in St. Paul’s Churchyard and the adjacent strects
to hear the first peal, winch stirred up the cchoes of the
greater part of the city.

. At the Exeter Diocesan Conference (Bishop Temple pre-
siding) discussions took yplace in referenco to extempore

preaching. A proposal was made to constitute a now order of
voluntary lay helpers, who shorld preach in churchies and
perform all clerical duties excopt the administration of the
Sacraments.  The geaneral tune was in faveur of extempore
preaching, and against the reading of sermons in the pulpit,

Our Baptist friends in the metropolis are going ahiead with
their tabernacles. The Metropohitan Tabernacls of course
stands pre-eminent.  Following 1n its wake, and ecither as
olfshouts, or in some way the resvlt of thy great Newington
Butts organisation, are the West Londun Tabernacle, tho East
Londun Paburnacle, and now the Shorediteh Tabernacle. Each,
however, 18 a distinct church, aad has no connection with the
Metropolitan beyound that of the cluld to 1ts parent —the pro-
sidimy pastors of each hailing from Mr. Spurgeon’s College.
The Jatest, of which the memorial stones have been laid
receutly, 18 the Shoreditch Tabernacle. It will cost £9,000,
and is designed to seat 2 000 persons.

It is stated that a commnittec is being formed in Paris with
a view to a permanent International Exhibition at the Crystal
Palace.  French exlubitors are wvited to transfer their pro-
ductivns from the Champ de Mars to Sydenham, and thus
reahise the original idea of the Crystal Palace as a cosmo-
politan museum and warchouse,

The American people secem to have given a warm welcome
to Dean Stanley.  He has wingled with the various religious
denominations without restraint, and has shown the breadth
of his sympathies by preaching in their pulpits and taking
part in their soirées.  Speaking at a recent meeting at New
York, he eaid he felt the necossity of burrying back to
England to welcome to Westmiaster Abbey, and to listen
there to the sermon of, the Moderator of the Church of
Scotland.

After a brief stay in London, where he took an unosten-
tatious part in one or two of the Rev. W. H. M. H. Aitken’s
meetings, Mr. Sankey has gone to the continent for a brief
rest before commencing his contemplated evangelistic work in
this country.

A thicves’ supper was held recently at the Mission Hall,
Little Wild-street, Drury-lane. About 230 of the unenviable
class who were invited sat down to a sumptuous repast, of
wluch they partovk with a heartiness of appetite which wit-
nessed to their enjoyment.  Mr. Charley, M. P. and Common
Serjeant, presided. The superintendent of the mission stated
that during the present year 251 criminals had beca taken in
hand, 6! of whom were now at work, 36 had been sent to sea,
10 hLad abscunded, 104 Lad been relieved with money and
clothes, 14 had their fares paid to their native place, while
the rest had been sent to the varivus humes in connection
with the missicn. The Governor of the City Prison, Hol-
loway, and other prisun oflicials gave addresses, and some
reformed thicves bore their testimuny to the goud Leing done
by the mission.

OUR PROGRAMME FOR 1879.

A WREATH OF FIOWFRS Ry EvMnig SEARCHFIELP Twelve
Stories of every day life, each complete in itself. Interesting,
without thppancy ; earnest, without c.ant; fearless, without buing
cffensive . healthy, bright, aud vue to life.  Ilustrated.

THE GRRAT MEN OF Gub, by Kev, W. F, NopLE. Biographical
Shetehes of Biblical Herues ;) shoniug Gud's deadings with thei, and
the ir wfluence on the tines in which they lived.

HOME LIFE. Rev. FRELELIC WAGTAFF  Short, homely eket hes on
the sodial and moral aspects of dowestic life, with hints and helps

OUR MONTHLY PULPIT. Eack number will, as heretofore, contain
the substance of a thoroughly practical sermon by some eminent
mivister.

SOCLAL SUNBEAMS. By E. CLIFFORD. Short, practical cssays on
i,:;;ueral topics, bearing more especially on the religious side of home
ifc.

HIDDEN JEWLLS. JANET. Thoughts in verse, speclally translated
froun the wnitings of the bust German, Freuch, Swis, Italian,
Danish, Swedish, and Welsh poets

FIRESIDE STORIES for the Younger Ours. By Aust May., Fache
short, pleasant stories on subjects that children will apprcciate, and
wnitten in astyle that will readily wia their attention.  Niustiated.

THE ANTMALS OF THE BIBLE  Brief, well written articles, ebridged
from stunidard zovlogical works. 1llustrated.

OUR MUSIC ROLL. A new picce of music will be given monthly under
this hicading.

MISCELLAN I0US ARTICLES.  Shott Sketches, Poetry, Notices of

Books, et :, will he found in every sumber, and othor features will
develup themselves as the year goes on.



