
Pig power
In the near future, pig farmers may take tention will be more advantageous, 
advantage of an NRC development to However, energy consumption on a 
eliminate unpleasant manure smells and farm is not often very high, especially in 
at the same time offset their energy the summertime. While an average- 
needs. sized pig farm in Quebec (2,000 hogs)

At NRC’s Rideau Falls Food Tech- could produce more methane than 
nology Laboratory, anaerobic bacteria needed to heat the barn, house and per- 
are busily digesting their way through a haps even cook the meals through the 
daily diet of pig manure. This kind of winter, more uses could be found for 
microbial digestion of waste material is the gas on the farm site, perhaps to run 
a simple process, producing energy in a generator to produce electricity. Al- 
the form of methane with the added ternatively, the gas could be shared with 
benefit of cleaning up bothersome neighbors. At present, excess methane 
wastes. Pig manure was chosen as an just isn’t valuable enough to transport 
example of a farm waste now becoming over long distances, but if costs should 
an environmental problem because of increase significantly, the additional 
the large increases in hog population. equipment for purification and the
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viously, the loss of bacteria meant that the Environment last June when it an- 
only a fraction of the total digester vol- nounced a three-year ban on new indus- 
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longer process.
Ultimately, it will be the farmer’s re- NRC’s David Cameron and Bert van den Berg 

examine the 35 L manure digester.

David Cameron et Bert van den Berg, du CNRC, 
examinent le digesteur.
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