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A WORD FROM THE FRONT.
Before he left the  British and French
front for s visit to-the United mm
.Frederick, Palmer, the most famous. of
American war. correspondents, wrote a
letter to the London Times for thé” pur-
pose of correcting an Impression which
might have been created by a question
asked recently in the British Houge of
Gommons. Mr.- Palmer’s letter to The
Times, ' written from the firing’ line on
October 24, was as follows:
~ Sir—Returning here from a_visit
~ to the Champagne battlefields my
attention has been called for the first
time to a question in Parliament by
Mr. Bryce if it were true that T had
: :Iﬁ the British front for home out of
; sgut with the new regulations.. I
am. going home on leave, as I had
plmned, after an ubsence of nearly
me&n; m with the ex- -
on of g ‘and with the
atisfacﬂvn. as the accredited Ameri-
can ‘correspondent, of having shared
with niy ‘colleagues a nearer
view of some of the recent offensive
operations thah has been the fortune
‘of correspondents on any other front .
unless in Gallipoli, so far as I know.
Nothing ‘could be finer than ' the
courtesy and consideration which have
been shown the only neutral with the
British Army in France. To say that
he hd had a priceless experience only
faintly acknowledges his debt. Con-
fident: that' Iam .a better judge of
my own feelings than Mr, Bryce, may
1 suggest that the word he jould
have used is: affection?
I'am, Sir, with all rspect, smaerely

yours,
FREDERICK PALW

Mr. Palmer, who arrived in New York-
the other day, said for publication that
sthe Germans were not fighting nearly so

well as they did earlier in the war, and

that the British artillery is’ now firing
more shells than. that of the enemy. He
said that “if the stéel curtain drawn over
Germany could be lifted the revelation
might amaze the world” He is con-
7inced that “conditions in Germany are
very bad.” The revelation will come in
due time. We need not expect it too
soon; but we must not forget that it is
_surely coming. The enemy’s maximum
; of power Is passing. The Allies have not
“*et reached theirs

MORE OPTIMISM,

The London Statist is among the op-
-Himists. The pessimists in Great Britain
bave been having their innings of late.
The treachery of Bulgaria gave rise to

a great number of speeches and news- men to this 'bett;llon.

paper articles of & most gloomy charac-
ter, some of them forecasting trouble

in Persia, in India, in Afghanistan, and, with; better ::ﬁ“: :dl’:e’ and mm
of course, in '‘Egypt, all flowing from said here is not offe e

Germany’s success in establishing com-
munication’ with Constantinople.

Mr. Hilaire Belloc, who has been much All up ol of the, new: battalions as yaptd-

criticized for his optimism, recently pro-
claimed his opinion that no decision
«could possibly be expected in thé south-
east of Europe, and that the 'best ob-

servers of the war maintain it must be
decided upon either the Russian or the

western front, and probably the west-
ern.

turn of the New Year"

The Statist is disposed to agree with erate profit. The regular rdfé for wheat,
Mr. Belloe. It argues that there is no|all rail from the west to Montreal is
real ground for gloom as to the outlook,|¢ighteen cents per bushel, and by the
and it asks the people of the Empire to|rail and lake route, via Fort Wmhm,
remember that the war with ‘France|thirteen cents per bushel,
lasted  frofir (1788 to' 1815, ‘a period of
twenty-two years, the American war of| W&Y» Which has bbu:tl:" C;l‘dut;:‘“ "‘ly
Independence from 1776 to 1783, and the|Other line, was £0.give 1A8 people
g » 6 "The |cheap. and quick tmmm".{‘. between

the east and the west. Just how the

Statist argues that the Allies have done takd

wonders in fifteen months, that a three| VeStern people béve been i Mtvat:

years war was to be expected, and that | %8¢ of the presence " Hon.
, all is going well. The Statist says:

“Whichever way one looks one sees
that the Germans have gained no real

advantage anywhere, They are almost|Of ten’cents per bushel at ‘most from
g.uuh. when | Winnipeg - to tidewater. -

Crimean War from 1854 to 1856,

on the eve of winter in
‘the cold will play havoc: with, . them.
They are obliged to
ter in the trenches in

tion at the very . extremity of Europe.

Anything more insane than the strategic|free entry to the American market, and
plans of Germany it is scarcely POSSible’r’ecordcd the statement that the delay in

to conceive.

“In our “deliberate opinion Germany z
has committed the grossest, and the had already cost the grain growers of the
gravest mistakes; whereas the Entente|west many millions of dollars. But the
:Allies have done miore - in. fourteen|western farmers are not content with

s g o ‘:g‘_‘;:‘; to hope they |asking for free entry to, the American
our own “deliberate opinion, no 'matter{m“k‘:'t' At a great meeting held in
what may happen in the Balkans, Ger-|Winnipeg last week members of the Ca-
many and Austria-Hungary are already|nadian Council of Agriculture, = repre-
and from now onwards will
. :be ‘outinatched both in nhmhers annd in

could do.

defeated,

faunitiens. .

“Recollect that the result of war de-|sociation, the Manitoba- Grain Growers®

i of a.t!ﬂdeguw\}nthglapdon

_|avoided as ‘a matter of sound poliey, and
" therefore the Department of Militia ‘and{president: of #he :Quebeciboatd »wrate:

Mr. Belloc steadily asserts that a
marked decline in the number of the
encmy’s effective troops must soon begin ] et the Na
to show itself, “not earlier than Novem-|al Transcontinental Railway  can ' haul
ber, but certajnly not later than the| wheat from Winnipeg to Quebec at 6.88

nd another win-
are madly engaging mr&x&eflipt:&): cessity for removing the duty. O Amer—

alone h’ tria-Hungary and Turkey
many, Aus an
u&ded together it is manifestly true that

'their enemies.”

. “With regard to supplies, England and|
France - have greater eredit than Ger-
' many and .Austria-Hu 3 while Eng-
isnd, France, Russia, M\ Japan,
if they find it neceaury to ke an ex-
traordinary exertion, can  them-
selves wlth suppllr:s out of all proporﬂon

Entente - Allies . vutly wutnumber

Centrnl European Powers.” ;

. Whether the opﬁmistl
mm are -right about . this:« war;: or
whether the truth lies somewhere- be-
‘tween the two extremes, the ddry les~
son.contained in the news is-the need for
more men. In the London despatches
of yesterday a feature was the epitome

3

Daily Ghronidc ‘by ‘the Rt. Hon. €. F.
G. Masterman, entitled “The - ' Only
Peace Terms.” The terms set forth ‘by
Mr. Masterman are, after all, only those|

Prime Minister at the. heginning of the
‘war and on-several later occasions; And |
‘they ' ‘are just- eer-m, to secure which
wonuld ‘involve crushing the mﬂM
power of the  Teutonic: mtlmn. . But,
“again, ‘the - luson of the - ntutuman
arhdeisthatthe.{mesrequininb
mense reinforcements in order not only
to mdntdn “but to- hcreue their strik-
ing power as the forces of the ememy
hegin to declink. Only in that way can
victory be made both sure and complete.
.. LOCAL RECRUITING.

‘It must be hoped that no ‘excuse for
confusion will exist in connecﬂon with
the new bettn.lions. While in ofie quart-
er it is asserted that the 104th is to be a
two-battalion - regiment,” in' another
quarter it is said that recruiting for ‘the
104th has been suspended mﬂthdtﬁl

new men will be assigned to the 115th.
This may mean merely that in some dis-

tricts recruiting is to ‘continue for a
second battalion of the 104th, but if such
is the case there should be an’ “immediate
official statement placing ‘the whole ques-
tion beyond “possible misunderstnnding

The pminee has tbe ~ best possible
feeling both toward the*lmth and the
115th. If has been a mafler of pride
that the 104th was quickly raised and
that there was plenty of reserve power
for the creation of a second.battalion.
‘But any division of effort - should - be

Delence will 'do a good’ Bervice i iak-
ing it clear precisely what the eituaﬁon
is. ./

‘As the provinee is to ralse several
more battalions, it might be thought
at a glance that the mere number of the
next unit to be organized is not of great
importmce. But that is mot the case.
The quickest way to rdise any battalion
is to make’ lmown its commanding offic-
er, ‘and, as soon as pouible. ‘its ‘other

of qnarters it'is {o have, and as much
other definite and asenthl ‘information
as possible,

With respect to the lluh, which
should be a popular bo_mnon and one
quickly raised to its full fighting
strength, it would be well t6 know im-
mediately where :the recruits are to be
housed and whether or \not the whole
-province is immediately to. contribute

It is a matter for common congra.tula-
tion that recruiting has gone forward'

cism, but by way of suggestion merely.
The common purpose of everybody is to

ly as may be. Ottawa can assist mater-
jally in these matters by having a eclear-

by leaving no room for  hesitation or
misunderstanding -as to ‘the duties and

powers of all officially concemed in these
vital matters.

THE, wmwr 'AND THE PORTS.
‘Tt has been estimated that the Nation-

cents per bushel and still show a mod-

The National Trgnsconunentnl _Rail-

Robert
Rogers in - Winnipeg to urge upon him
and the government that the National
Transcontinental Railway give a rate

The western farmers asked Mr. Rogers
to impress upon the govemment the ne-

jcan wheat in order to give our wheat

securing this free entrance for wheat

senting the United Farmera of Ontario,
the ‘Saskatchewan Grain_ Gmwers’ As—

3 wried by that rullwsy e of
‘morethtntmeenmbuhl,djsw_“ ,i

a hrsupowhuon than Ger-{land and water route and eighteen cents.

| greater than those - obtdna'ble by the st

indicated though not elaborated by the|Quebec

officers, its point of mobilintlon. the sort |

cut programme and sticking to it, and|,

’m :

.cents per bushel for the present.

all{y %mmm’m allk route. . o
& we as , government
at once ta;? cn'to WW

tion of grain ?e
National rdhny at’a rate of mt more
than ten cents a bushel from Winnlpeg
to the easten—setbﬂnds

At this: meeﬂn: tbere were nnbmitted

bushel on export wheat by the’ National |
Transcontinental: from Winnipeg to
Quebee, with proportionate rates, accord-:
inshdhhnee,toSt,JohnandHnnﬁx
We in St. Jobn have alrudy beard some-

haps have not been quite so keen ‘about
it a8 we should be becaise of the ab-
mofebvmrmhaetohndle
grafn over the Transcontinental.
board - prodmd w -show-
ing ﬁm”k “the new ' railway is shorter
than other roads by. 214 tniles and could
haul trains nearly twice: as’ heavy. as
those on other railways owing to. the
easy grades-on the N. T. R. Included
in the Ww ‘wes a memorial
sent by the - ‘Quebec: Board of Trade to
Sir Robert ‘Borden, in which it was stat-
ed. that when the eonstrncﬂbn of the N.
T, R was, suthorized it was promised
that it would greatly reduce.the. cost of
transporting the grain of - the northwest
to the Beabom-d, ‘and ‘thn.t all“its export
traﬂk: would be dxreeted to Canadian
seo.pom. Sir Robert was reminded that

intentions of the act of parliament in-
cluding a clause to the above effect un-
less the rates of freight over the ‘new
nnw.y were lower. than those now in
force, viz.; eighteen ¢ents per bushel all
rail muﬁgndtblﬂeencentsfornﬂud
lake, It was also ‘pointed out that un-
less the government reduced - -the rate
Quebec, Halifax and St.° John would
lose the.,trade promised them, while the
farmer of the northwest would lose
three cents per bushel in the price of all
his wheat, which/'was his inducement for
the great expenditure on the ‘raflway.
The memorial. added: ., “The railway
wwould not suffer by mak:mg this cheap
rate ‘which need only apply - to ' export
grain, because all other goods could pay
regu.lu.r mtes ns

In a letter to the Prlme Minishet the

“This: wonderfnny shnwm:lwdrdl
way gives us the opportunity’ we have
| never had before. It rests in your hands
to make of this railway 'a’ band ofneel
which will ‘join firmly together the prov-
inces of the Confederation- which their
'geographical situation might' otherwise
make it difficult to hold together, and we

in Quebec have the fullest confidence
that you will do so.” i

To Mr. Gutelius- the
wrate: ¥ &
“We note you are comsidefing rear-
rangement of the methods otexport ship-
ment of western grain, which at present
has to pass to a great extent through
Fort William, and I feel sure you will

find evidence of the transhiphment at

Fort William and Port Colborne and the
saving of the loss and inconvenience of
these transhipments and elevator charges
and marine insurance, will make your
all-rail route so attractive that you will
get the bulk of the grain ‘for export if
you can handle it at a lower rate, and if
you have sufficient docks and elevators o,t
your Aeuports to do 80

Il’the present; all rail rate to Quebec
kfﬁghuen cents per bushel and the rail
and water route thirteen cents per bush-
el, and the National - Transcontinental
Raflway can haul the wheat to Atlantic
tidewater at less thanm ten cents per
bushel and still “make - a. reasonable
profit, the situation would seem to call
for considerable explanation in addition
the- consideration which Hon. ~Mr.
Rogers promised at'the Winnipeg meet-
'ing, It was the business of the govern-
ment 'to have elevator and port facilities
ready for the business.

It is being urged in some quu'bers thst
it the western farmers are to have free
access to the American mn-ket, they
need not be worrying about a cheaper
freight rate to- Maritime ports. . What
they want is: a chance to sell their wheat
wherever the market is ‘best, ‘and they
should have it. No doubt if the duty
were removed a considerable portion of
their wheat would go to . American
mills—unless the ‘Canadian millers were
prepared to pay as much as the Ameri-
cans. would. , Even in - Conservative
circles thére must be a growing recogni-
tion of the fact that the wheat growers
must be at liberty to take advantage of
the best price available at any time. The
west will have an increasing amount of
grain for export, and with a proper all
rail route to Quebec, St. John and Hali-
fax we should have a stéadily expanding
traffic through these ports. S

Quebec, board

CANADA MUST SAVE.

It has been pointed out to Hon. Mr.
‘White, Minister 'of Finance, ‘that if the
Dominion government annotinced  that
all money deposited in.the Post Office
Savings Banks until the end of the war

would be credited with interest at the
rate of five per cent. on the minimum
monthly balance, $100,000,000 would -be
very quickly raised and could be used
as a war fund. -

The people of this country have bor-
rowed in Great Britain much of the
money which the Domifion has spent
t;nu far upon its /phare in the war, but
the time has come mow when ' Canada

must raise large sums of money, ‘within

pends upon three things—namely, the Assotiation, and the United Farmers of its own bordm. h addition to secnring

2 .mﬂlthltleumoneymutbespentin
| future upon luxuries and uﬂcles that

| Gtelius, general matager of the Inter-' weil being, “This phase of the question

3!!‘“”"1 colonial -Railway. -The Quebec' b°"“4h presented sharply by The New States-

asked for a fixed rate of ten cents PEr man, London; ‘which says: -
L "Everythlng that is to bé used.or con-

thing. of xhucqrmpondm ‘but  per-i wheatiand

The for whom. they are fighting, but not

it would be impossible to carry out the|

omy in Canaday it is to be remembered
that while we are borrowing money
hrgdy-n&wmbémwmore,andaré
vmhonorbomdhonhe,inmlwwor village of

‘another, all ot”thé\money required to
equip a great many more. ‘men- than we
already have in uniform, the people in
C‘Md&l; adg must toot‘the‘bm And this

are not essential to ordhury health and

;sumed has to beé produced. . There is
iwool in the world, and thiere is tailor
labor, for khaki ‘uniforms or for new
1c!athes for civiltans, but there is not
‘| enough' for ‘both. “ There is beef and

and sugar: the world, and ships
and’ labor-to i 'them where they
are to be eaten, for the millions of men

! with the

the: colors: nr for' the populations

enough for both. ‘There are men and
women availabley ‘either to make shells
nurse’ or to serve us as

v and , but not for both
purposes. e is o ‘economic alchemy
tlint %l:‘lﬂe -the l:l:no food nonrisn‘li
more one e ‘same perso;
service tend themm in the field and
the civilians at home, the same commod-
ities serve both. the nation as it lived in|
peace and the nation as-it lives in wur
If we are to continue - eongumln
millions potinds’~worth a o com-
moditieés and ‘services on tg military
and :naval operations of ourselves and
our allies we must-necessarily take some-
thing like the saie ‘amount—not quite
as much, for we normally reinvested
(‘saved’) perhaps one million a day—off
our daily é¢onstmption in civil life.”

That is true of the people of Great
Britain, and it is true also of us in Can-
ada. We must have thrift as well as
patriotism. We must not fail either in
sendins men to the front or in caring for
the sick and wounded soldiers and thelr| P

dcpendepu, both now; and after the war.

HARD FIGHTING,

The full report of Sir John French
on the battle of Loos, which- was pub-
lished in the “London mewspapers of
November 2, shows that this action was
much nore gerfous. and prolonged than
the earlier cablegrams indicatéd. There
was’ heavy nghﬁng from September 25
to October inclus!re, and several days
later came etermlned but’ unsnceessfnl
German assaults, in an attempt to re-
take the ground occupied: during the
British attacfs The British losses were
undoubtedly pioad vy, how heavy the
public. .dges; (yet !mow. k5
“ Three nBrltﬁ -Major-Generals . were
killed in this action. From~ different
parts’ of Sir''John French’s report’ the
following thre%’ eloquenf paramphr are
taken: ey

4 t to'say that Major General
Si:ITrlfgx:peomaCcypper KédglG., C.B,
D.S.0, commanding 7th Division, was
severely wounded on the 26th, and died
on the morning of the 27th, He was a
most distinguished and capable ‘leader,
and his loss” will be severely felt” -

“ regref to'say that during this op-
eration Major General G. H. Thesiger,
CB., C.M.G, ADC., commanding the
9th Division, was. killed whilst most
‘gallantly endeavoring .to secure the
ground which had been won.”

“T have to deplore the loss of a third
most valuable and distingnished general
of division during these operations. On
the afternoon of *2nd October - Major
General F, D. V, Wing, C.B, ¢tommand-
ing the 12th Division, was killed.”

The average civiliah may have,
thought that in modern war a major-
general is usually nof within range of
the enemy’s effective  fire.  General
French’s report. removes that impres-
sion. The death of these officers of high
command constitutes & strong tribute to
the quality of British leadership and
courage, and, unfortunately, means that
losses among officers of lower rank, and
among the rank and file, must have been
very great,

It was a long time after the bifttle
of Neuve Chapelle before the British
public began ‘to learn that the move-
ment at that point was not wholly suc-
cessful because the reserves did not get
up in time. The principal English
newspapers translate Sir John French’s
report on Loos as meaning that - the
British victory there was incomplete
through the same lack of co-operation
which marred the operations at Neuve
Chapelle. The Brilish commander-in-
chief, in his report, gives ‘great praise
to most of the troops engaged, and what
was accomplished is all the more ad-
mireble because a grvat many of the
battalions were made up of men who
never before had participated in serious
fighting, if any.

By September 28 the British position
‘had become 80 extended that Sir John
French evidently did not heve at hand
a sufficient force to make Lim confi-
dent that he could hold all of his ground
with certainty;-and the French took over
& portion of- the British front. . On this
point Sir John French said, in his re-
port: ¥

“The 28th was passed’ in consolidat-
ing the“ground gained and in making
a certain ‘number of intérnal moves of
.divisions,. in ~order to give the troops
rest and to enable those units whose
casualties had been heavy to refill their
ranks with reinforceménts.

“The 47th Division made a little more
ground to the south, capturing one ﬂeld

gun gnd a few machine guns.
‘ “On the evening of this duy the sit-
uation remained practically unchanged.

“The line occupied by the troops of
the First Army south of the canal bes,
came NOwW Vi much extended . by the
sali th it dndented the ene-
my’s

Mlieullnustoglvemeallthel rt
 he could, g
“On tM momlng of the 28th we dis-
cussed  the situation, and the General
agreed -to send the 8th French Corps
to take over the ground- occupiéd by
us extending from the French lift up
to and including that portion of Hill 70
which" we were holdmg, and ‘also the

“This rehef was commenced on the
80th September and completed on the
two following nights”

On the afternoon of October 8 the
Germans counter-attacked all along the
line, but were beaten off after terrific
fighting, and the general action edme to
an end at ‘midnight on October 9.

5 :

The Manchester Guardian, in. ' com-
menting upon Sir John French’s report,
speaks with pride of the fighting-quali-
ties of the British and French: troops, |
but points out that something was lack-
ing at Loos as at Neuve Chapelle. The
Guardlan says: -

“The more calmly one thlnlu over the
facts the greater will be our admiration
for the work that has been accomplished
in' the organisation of the British army
in France; even our defeats,-some of
them, have shown finer raclal. quality
than all the German victories, and now
of all times is the one in which poverty
of 'spirit and despondency have least)

ustification, - 'We—or -those ,of" us who
1ave " contributed to it—have
every right to be proud of the army.
But we must face facts:as they do at
the front.  No one -ean read Sir John
French’s despatch today without recog-
| nizing that the battle Was an enlarged
version of Neuyve Chapelle, though with-
-out some of the passages which made
Neuve Chapelle so tragic. In the ad-
vance on Loos, as. at Neéuve Chapelle,
almost all our success was gained in
the first few hours of ithe attack. The
rest was either holding our ground or
losing it, - Two views are possible, which
may be held as alternatives or in com-
bination, Either this short-windedness
in attack is due to the inherent difficul-
ties of the problem—the gréat strength
of the German positions and the long
time which the Germans have had to
prepare them—or there have been. faults
in our scheme which are curable”

- The Guardian argues that’ the sec-
ond alternajive is the truer .one, and
says that “the wise course would be
quite frankly to acknowledge faults,
which we may be bure are kiown' to
the enemy, and search for the cure”
It sees no_ reason for’ discouragement,
but many reasons for comnfidence, but
it believes that the lessons of Neuve
Chapellée “have not yét ‘been read
aright.”

. Cigilian. comment, on, gny, military op-
eration is often at fault because not all
of the circumstances: are "known. In;
a general way it may be’ gaiﬂ that" "Gén-
eral French undérfosk the ‘attack upon
Loos at the suggestion of and in co-op-

British and the French attacks were
Teasonably succéssful. Both armies
fought with wonderful spirit, though it
seems to be true that both attacks might
have been carried over more, extended
ground had all of the plans worked out
well with respect to supporting troops.
i#Che losses of the Allies were severe, but
evidently those of the enemy were heav-
ier still; and it was worth a.greal deal
to shake up the enemy so extensively
and to give the British' and meh
armies the confident feeling which they
now share. Undonbtedly, the troops un-
der French and Joffre thoroughly be‘
lieve they ure able to penetrate the en-
emy’s Jine at any point and to beat him
anydcyon:nythinglﬂneeventermn
The Germans. cannot ‘ddvance on the
western. front, md, as a wlse military
observer sald nearly a.~ ' ago, a Ger-
many which ceases to advance is a beat-
en Gmnuy

THE AT "I I‘TUD‘E OF: GR.EECE.

New victorles for the Austro-German
and Bulgarian forces in Serbia come at
a most inopportune’ time. ‘They may
defeat = the _diplomatic, - arrangements
which the Allied representatives are try-
ing to make with-the government of
Greece. The Greek. people are solidly
with the enemies of Germany. No more
convinecing proof of this is needed than
their wildly enthusiastic réception to a
French cabinet minister a day or two
ago. But King Constantine cannot be
depended upon; he may do as Ferdinand
did. If he should join Germany his sub-
Jects undoubtedly would, protest  ser-
iously, but  Constantine controls the}
army, and the army is ready to strike
at a moment’s notice, ‘cither -against a
foreign_foe or in putting down any up-
rising among the people at home.

The Balkan situation never has been
more critical for the Allies. It is almost
unthinkable that Constantine of Greece,
whose very kingship has been made pos-
sible by: Great Britain and her Allies,
would dare fo wreck the nation by

Powers and their Turkish ally, the hated
enemy of every loyal son of Greece. But
the latest developments in Serbia, the
cryptic statements of the Greek king, the
unsatisfactory answers ‘of his govern~
ment to French and British representa-
tlons, and the strikingly significant order
of Great Britain regurding fresh cargoes
for Greek ships are the-basis for a grow-
ing fear that Greece may prove un-
#aithful. What will happen if she should
go against Ws? The fight for the Allies
would be made harder; the day of vie-
tory would be deferred; the cost in men
and money would be greatly increased.
But the Allies would win just the same.
It is not in the power of Greece, or of
Greece and Roumania both, to carry vic-
tery to Germanic arms. ~

Meantime the world will wait with
breathléss suspense  for Constantine’s

“The French loth Army had been
very, heavily opposed. and I enmidcred

answer. That he must give it one way
or the other before many days, or.pos~

eration with the French, and both the]

throwing in its lot with the Central|-

‘”‘mhfm Mmdenr The

mml of the new
war council are ln maion in Paris, and

all the Alles Iuve r!vl* representa-
tives M-.Aﬂm ﬂﬁOn bringing
Greeee to terms, ' may be the

A | tcome there is reason to believe that
Greece soon must show. ber hand. And
there still is hope that the’ wishes of the
people and ot those of the king may
prcvaﬂ ;

NOTK ,AND CGWENT.

Men of. all walks in life are rushing to
fhe colors -in Great Britain.: One of the
most admirable features about recraiting|
in  the Bﬁﬂsh !llel has been that the|
greater the ueed“has heen the greater

has. been\the number of recruits,
x x %

dﬁng men who enli»t now will havea
sood chnnee of ' participating in the final
eampd The. recruits of the present
dey« ghoti!ﬂ be ready to take part in the
.of ‘next: spring,’ which probably

wilI be the deeisivn ﬂghtmg of the war.

Brltlsh naval oﬁcers xeport that an
enormous number of sea birds have per-
ished by the thousand off the east coast
of Scotland, their death being caused by |
extensive areas of floating oil. The oil,
it' is intimeted, came from destroyed
German submarines.
X & %

Buffalo is the latest city 'to adopt the
commission form of government. Four
commissioners ‘have been elected: Buf-
falo has a population of about 450,000
and is the largest commission form of

government city in America.
* ¥ =

Lord Haldane says that all the nations
at war have been “wholly ‘surprised” by
the magnitude and-duration of the strug-
gle. There is undoubtedly much truth
in this statement. It certainly is true of
Germany. But it will be remembered
that Lord Kitchener warned the Empire
that the war would last three years. If
the governments of Great Britain, France
and Russia looked for a short war,
Kitchener did not.

* ¥ %

More than 4,000 passengers and 46,200
tons of cargo, the latter including pro-
visions and war munitions for Great
Britain, France and Italy, were on board
six. steamers leaving New York for Eu-
Topean ports one day recently. These
ﬂgures give some idea of the enormous
quantity of war supplies the United
States is sending to the Allies. No ex-
plosives are carried on the passenger
steamers of any 1:)f ‘the‘ Atlantic lines.

- The confession of Robert Fay, a for-
mer soldier in the Gérman army, ought
10 be of great assistance to the United
States authorities in-their efforts to run
down the gang of bomb makers in the
pay of German and Austrian agents.
Several Atlantic liners have been dam-
raged as a result.of ghe,activities of these
criminals whose purpose is to destroy
munition-laden ships, regardless of ‘the
oss of life.
lead to startling arrests.

of the volunteer system in Great Britain.
At present Mr." Asquith evidently ‘s
hopeful that it will be possible to avoid
| conscription after ‘all, but he has made
it abundantly clear that the government
will not hesitate at- conscription if that
plan is necessary in order to secure men
enough to win the war. It is the striking
force of Great Britain that will decide
the conflict finally. The outlook is that
Britain will-be easily the most formidable
power in the world when the time comes

to talk about terms.
*e * ¥

The Balkan situation appears to be

one of increasing peril to the Allies, The
other-day in the House of Commons the

Prime Minister said that the Allies had
agreed upon prompt and common action
with respect to Serbia,- and had agreed
also upon the means to be employed: - At
the moment it looks as though the Allies
would be late in applying a remedy to
the Balkan situation, but if they are late
they will no doubt strike in force when
their preparations are complete. The
next few days will be filled with anxiety.
No doubt in both London and Paris the
men at the head of affairs have long
considered it possible that Greece might
turn hostile. Whatever can be done will
be done. At all events, the war cannot
be won in the Balkans.

x kX

The attitude of King Constantine of
Greece ' is more puzzling than ever., His
blunt statement a day or two ago that
“Greece will remain neutral until one or
the other of the belligerents ceases to
respect her rights” is taken in
some quarters to mean that Greece
‘may swing to the side of the Cen-
tral Powers on the slightest pretext. But
the Allies evidently are acting upon the
suggestion that the only effective way
of holding the friendship of Greece. will
be to prove that it is not needed, and
they are landing at Saloniki a steady
stream of men. Meantime their diplo-
mats are making every effort to offset
the poisonous propaganda of the Ger-
mans in Greek o:ﬂe‘ita.l.circles.

Don’t overlook the British Fleet is
the London Daily Telegraph’s advice to
those who may be inclified to exaggerate
the difficulties of the Allies and to un-
der-estimate the extent of the damage
which the enemy is suffering. . In re-
minding us that the Central Powers are
ringed in by the naval and military
power of the Allied nations, the Tele-
graph says:

“History may show that it is Ger-
many’s failures, and ‘not Germany’s re-
puted successes, which have been respon-
sible for the new. movement in the Bai-
kans, In no single particular has a Ger-
man calculation been fulfilled. It only
remains for "us, with sure and confident
aim, to continue to utilize the over-
whelming power which' resides in the
British Fleet and to observe the element-
gry rules of strategy of a maritime Power

“to completion the task on which
the es m enga.ged

» ® =

Regardfng. the opetations in ‘the Bal-

T —
leading ‘the Russian forces in ti,
district, fays: . °

“The Balkans are a secondary 1),
of war.. It is not there that t). 1
of nations will be decided. Evyen if Ger
mny should operate successfully i, p

Balkans she will merely make
temporarily easy for herself. S|
not possibly save herself.”

This seems to be the opinion of yjag
observers who are competent to Judge,
General Ruszky speaks with confidence
about the fighting on the eastern fr nt,
“The time for surprises is past,” he .

¢ Rigq

1\

hingy
Can-

Fay’s story. will no doubt L

Another two weeks; wﬂl settle the fate i

clares. From now on, he thinks, t}e
Germans will not be able to withsi#h(
the tremendous blows of his aggressiye
troops. He argues that “by not advanc-
ing, the enemy in reality is retreating.”
He also declares that German prisoners
taken recently are of poor physique ang
more easily discouraged than the Ger.
man soldiers captured earlier in the war,

- If the United States was 8o ready to
champion the rights of neutrals, the Wl
Street Journal says, the time it should
have begun was when Belgium was iy
vaded by Germany. Says the Journal:

“Mr. Lansing is contesting for prin-
ciples. We have no foree in this country
with which to dispute the practices, unless
we elect to cut off our industrial noses
and stop exports of food, arms, ordnance
and other supplies to Great Britain, T}; \is,
under the circumstances, would be f‘qm\ a-
lent to our entering the war on the <iqe
of the invaders of Belgium—an \mhmk_
able proposition when we consider how
lately we have assumed, to quote from Mr,
Lansing, “this task of championing the
integrity of neutral rights” The time
for ‘the United States to become the
champion of néutrals was when Germany
invaded Luxenmburg and Belgium in vio-
lation of all law and morality. It i;
Great Britain; in control of the seas, that
is to-dgy the champion of neutral nghh
and of  national integrity and inter-
nahonal morality.”

S IR TR

The neutral view of Great Britain's
part  in the war is that there is
no cause for pessimism. Leading news-
papers in the United States frequently
point out that the British nation has
accomplished more in the last fifteen
months than it was expected to dg
when the war began, The Springfield
Republican is of opinion that victory is
still a'long way off, but it says:

“Mr. - Asquith takes a by no means
gloomy view of the war as a whole, and
his clear and forcible statement of what
has been done by Britain is impressive.
No nation has ever dome anything com-
parable, and the achievement of so much
in little over a year is in some ways
more remarkable than the perfect organ-
igation which Germany nas achieved by
generations of training. Organization
is difficult in proportion to the rapidity
with which it has/to be done; it may
be doubted whether under the same
conditions any nation could have sur-
passed the record which Mr. Asquith
laid before the House. There have been
blunders, but on the whole things have
not been muddled and the Prime Minis-
ter is justified in refusing to apologize
for the government’s conduct of the
war.”

Extending the Term of Parliament.
(Toronto- Globe.)

There may fairly and reasonably be
differences of opinion ‘among thought-
ful Canadian patriots as to the ex-
pediency of prolonging by imperial leg-
islation the.life of* the present house of
commons, eilher indefinitely or for a
fixed interval of time. It may be taken
for .granted that the imperial parlia-
ment would act in Such a case only on
the virtually. unanimous request of the
Canadian house of commons, and that
cannot be had except as the result of

.careful consxdemtion and outspoken dis-

cussion of a formal proposal submitted
by the government of the day to the
house for its approval,

Those who talk lightly of the pro-
longation of the life of a parliament are
apt to. overlook the seriousness of sel-
ting such a pracedent. What is done
in this connection might be defended by
reference to the special conditions that
suggested such » course, but the char-
acter of the conditions fades away out
of the public memory into history, while
the British statute, passed in compliance
with a request from the Canadian par-
liament, remains to be cited in justifi-
cation of like action under dissimilar
conditions. There are many phases of
the matter, but his is the one that in-
volves the greatest danger and demands,
therefore, the most serious considera-
tion. -

It must always be borne in mind that
under the British parliamentary system
the private member of the elective cham-

ber has as much right to his own opin-
jon as the party leaders have to theirs,
and that if anything like perfect unani-
mity is desired every member must be
allowed to do his own thinking as to the
merits of the proposal and the reasons
for its adoption. It is just possible that
even if Sir Robert Borden’and Sir Wil-
frid Laurier were to agree on all the
main points at issue a few recalcitrants
on both sides might form themselves in-
to a “Cave of Adullam” to obstruct the
passage of the necessary preh’nmn'\
resolution. If there is a real desfre on
both sides to put it through, then 'lllf’
regular parliamentary procedure should
be carried out in good faith.

Edith Cavell.

(By Moray Dalton, in the Spectator,
London.)

What shall we say of you, Edith Cavell?
For you no flowers and no passing belly
But one last upward look at a grey sky
And you, who watched so many others

die,

Did pass uncomforted, unhelped, alone.

“Fearless and kind,” this shall be carved
in stone,

And set one day above an honored
grave,

“Others she saved, herself she could not
S&VE

Misunderstood.

Young Man (dining with his gir 1)—
Waitress, may we have a spoon here?

Waitress—Why, yes, sir; go ahead,
you don’t mind people around.—Bost
Transcript.

The Cook—=ir! sir!! There’s a Zep'lin
outside, and if you don’t come wi’ the
keys of the céllar, we’ll all be in—in—
Heaven in a couple o’ minutes!

The Curate—God forbid!—London

Opinion.

" Kirk Deacon—“Whin I look at the con-
gregation seated in the pews I ask m wel
fWhere’s the puirs” When I look at

collection at the close of the service 1

kins Geuul Ruszky, who is successfully,

gsk ‘Where are the rich?”

L
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Pte, F. A. Rushton,
Unable to Go Bac
ther Takes His Pla
Honors Donald Blu

In a letter dated
Clarence B. Smith, of
writes that he is safe
came too “close for
battle which raged dur
by the 26th in the t
tober. He said the tu
go into the fire tren
again on November 15,

fide

LANCE-CORP, BR
10,

Brunswick battalion
the enemy across “N
since  Monday last,
on Sunday next.

Always Lame,‘ Comin

Private F. A. Rusht|
and Mrs. Joseph Rush
hospital in England t
wounded and will alw
does not regret this,
could go back. His
has arrived in Englan
of the 55th battalion an
family honor on the
Flanders,

Private Rushton’s lettf
follows:

My Dearest Mother:

Just a line to know
write, as I have not h
months. Try and dro]
let me know how you
as I have written lo
received no answer.
home at any time, as
lame, but this cannot
sorry to say I canno
trenches, but will rem:
what I can for a whil
only walk a mile at a
Shorncliffe now, and n
good time. So will ha
father to write. So g
soon to your

Lovin

Private F. A. Rush
28574, 28rd Res. Batt
pany, West Sandling

Wants to Go Back.

The Bangor Comme

Mrs. D. A. Twitch
Highlands, informs the
her brother, Donald
in the Tenth Canadi
returned to -his home
(N. B.), from the tre
where he was serious
invalided to a hospita
later to England, from
sent home to recupera!

Private Blue enlisted
and was first a member)
talion of the First Con
ing transferred to the
serving under Major
took part in three batt
bert his left thigh wa
shrapnel and he sust
wounds in his right le
had to lie out cight ho
in charge by the Amb
that delay, he says, w

" efficiency of the hospi

rather to the fact thal
unprotected place and
redch him in safety.
utterly, impossible to
Wounde are they left
of time, he says.

The shell of the bu
his first German, Pri
saved and this is one o
sessions.

A day or two after
rived at Campbellton,
ing his home with an
whole town turned ouf
reception. The band
home where he was
torchlight procession he
accompanied him to t
bers where the mayor
gathering that filled t
speeches were made a
told a most interesti
work of the Canadian

In spite of his wou
wants to go back to
is looking forward to t
can return and do his

The Late Bruce Johnst

The news of the deat
Bruce A. Johnston, 26|

———




