. 1. upon to resolve the riddle.
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THE PROBLEM OF P!
A pestor who ran in to see us 50 \“ ‘
%
the question, Can you explain to uk
frequently occurs that a good and
by sickness or cut off by death, whi
prospered in his wickedness?  And 1

own observation. Every observing ad &
we may be sure, witnesses facts which suggest to him such
questions, and every pastor, doubtless, is frequently called
Itisao old, old problem, as
old »s Hebrew psalmody at- least, and we know not how
much older. The prosperity so frequently enjoyed by the
d, and the affliction so frequently sufiered by the
teous constituted & most perplexing problem for the
psalmists and sages of ancient Israel. Some of them, we
know, found it difficult to'reconcile the exprriences: of 1 fe

. with the Divine gioduess. The writer of the seventy third

psalm confesses that he had been sorely * tempted to doubt
the goodness of Gad. His feet were almost gone, his steps
had well nigh slipped, for he was eavious atthe foolish,
whén he saw the prosperity of the wicked. The gospel of
Christ with i‘'s assurance of immortality, has cerfainly
.given the Christian much light on this problem,’ of which
the anctent Hebrews were not in pessession, “But the ways
.. of Providence have not yet been made so luminous to™ pur
. eyeibut that much obsourity remeins, and those of the
clearest vision have to confess that ihey can but. know in
port and prophesy in part.

It may pechaps help us somewhat in our wrestling with
this problem of Providence 1o consider that some measure
at least of difficulty and trial was necessary to the best de-
velopment of human life on the earth. It was that he
might achieve the highest end possible,that man was placed
under conditions which should call forth his best of body,
mind and spirit. He 'was intended to rule the  world, but
before he covld rule he must conquer It is by solving
problems that mankind has grown in powet and lotdahxp
Man who faces no difficulties, endures no hardshi
with no problems, is man at his loyest, We nuy be in-
¢hned to think that some of the difficulties are too great,
soma of the trials ton severe, some of the preblems too dark
for us. We may bs tempted at times to think that Infinite
Power and Goodness could have produced a world better
adapted to the needs of God's children.  But would it bs
the part of human modesty or 'wisgom to afficm any such
thiog?  And if we admit that some measure of difficulty
and consequent discipline is necessary to the highest hun®an
development and happiness, where shall we draw the live?
" Someond will pechaps say that such difficulties' s impel
men to labor and inveation, and s> make for & larges use ol
their powers, are goodand wholesome, but that such as dis-
tress and cripple them.are rather of the nature of a calamity

out no richer or greater, nuy, be comes out  harder, poerer,
and smaller for his pain.  But if he turss to God, the bowr
duhxn'hihmwdh%” 1) b ravns g

—that s indeed the pivotal feot - for human' wellare
udd-my If & mao finds rest and fellowship i God,

 there is compensntion iv that for all sullering and loss. If

.mmmammcuummm light of

vthat is calamity indeed for which ull the
wudamonbequkwmmmndp But the gospel of
Christ brings to men the message that nothiog but their
own sinful wills shall banish their souls from God,

There are some further remarks which we bad intended .

bmhnxh:xmmmm(bmdl’twm but
pot to lengthen this article unduly, we will reserve what
we have to say on this point ta another occasion.

...

BAPTISTS IN SWEDEN.

A correspondent of tbe Bapﬁndrgﬂ of Lonhvﬂh Ky..
Rev, C. E. Be d g from Srockhol the
outlook,fér the Baptist churches in Swede umﬂﬁ encour-
agiog. From what he bas himself seen on | the ‘field and
from what be has heard from otbus.um'ekmﬂuctwg
the people, Mr. Benander thinks, an unusuaily sarnest long-
mgitx:powerfulcplﬁ’tm.l ‘awakening. There has been
much earnest, agonizing prayer for an omhelmm; man-
festation of the Holy Wt abd these prayers have received
at least a partial answer, ‘"There are from different parts of
the country reports of numerous conversions and baptisms,
"and from many quartety the cry is heard, “Send us messen-
gers of the Lor#, who will preach to us the word of sal-
vation,” But though the hafJestis great the laborers are
few. *There is no difficulty,” -Mr. Benander -writes, “in
gathering people to our meetings, for in most “places - the
Paptists have the good will of the populace.” I the Bap-
tist Theological Seminary at Stockholm there * &re thirty-
nine students. . During a six weeks vacation at Christmas
these studenis were pveachmg———com l‘uhﬁg pastors. of
large chnrdm and others giviog their servire to pastorless
fields. The demand for preachers was howeverabout twice
as great as the Seminary could supply. The students on
their return gave an encouraging up«t of. their - work,

-many of them being able to tell wath joy that “the Lord

had blessed their efforts and made them instrumental in

_bringing masny souls to Christ.” !

Something i the way of an Evangelical Uumnhnhm!y
been formed in Sweden. During the second week in Feb-
rwytthonmaﬁom'nh,Ban ;qd mu of

ophdhythceonfmmdmtsme’  the disabilities

under which Baptists and other Nonmnlomidl labor_in °
Sweden, Oneof‘thruolutwmmwghqm&unho

mmpdbdtopymmlhmbzﬁe 'mpn of

- hope: it appears

; by b
hmﬁwchw&mmm&

—Rev. R J; Campbell, misister at the City Temple,

- London, though not-a Baptist, has no doubt that immersion

was the primitive Christian mode of Baptism. To ‘s cor-

. respondent who asks whether the rite was 80 administered

Mr. Campbell in the Britisk Weekly replies “Unquestionably
50, The very word baptize mesas immersion.” . He adds,
“As far af svangelical Christians are concerned the only
difference of opinion on the subject would be whether bap-

* tism by immersion is pecessary, 3o long as the definite

Mnmm«m—mu baptized signifies.”

-—-&naxﬁds:mnu another columin—at least we
itled ‘Neglectfisl Pastors.” ' This
article was given 1 to anﬁtima‘lmwukm‘mkusd-

£ \.
wy*mmumthwwﬁtnank
mmwwmmmmegmruwu con-
section with the editorial ‘ Aaemlm‘ 10" Tht Wlﬁt:h a

- Church Hath,” of ast week.

—Rup&ingnmdawmhm in the’ Bﬁbh
Mr. Bmdn‘wk.

udin('ltmﬂzamthmdh&, there m 5.;5»
d-thl. mw olduthﬁ'mth

Stats Church #nd its clergymen, and it was voted w,:{'./m# ]

in an appeal to the proper authorities for the removsl of
this Injustice. Another resolution was adopted petitioning
the authorities that it be made lawful for any persom. in
Sweden who is above eighteen years of age to leave, the
State Church, nummhmﬁunmd ‘the ©
same, even without the stated intention d asy
legally _‘ ‘Chriuﬂuumﬁm.

and a curse. But may it not be that these experi

which we are apt to regard as calamitiesare really the con-
dition and the occasion of the greater blessings, it only we
have the wisdom and the faith to take advantage of them.
Many a bov has suffered an accident which has erippled
him physically for life, but the loss of physical power has
resulted in his acquiring an . education, and what
geemed a sad calamity brought blessing to bimself and to
the world. But it will be said that thers are afictions
“‘which are not like this. There are experientes which seem
not merely to Jopoff » hand ormaim a limb but ta strike at
a vital part.  One is cut down in the midst of his yewrs
and the midst of bis work, and leit to suffer through loog
aod helpless years, Another through bereavement suffers
the Toss of all that made the world bright to him and life

also p hass for a strict  observance of
mm-‘wh:mmmw
drinks ay the only thing worthy of a Christisn hl.wt
wmmmﬁn e
LR
mmorm

week o p-ui-c@
ent M%M — M@Tﬁs these '

enjoyable, What compensation is there for losses such as - o

. there ? We must indeed walk softly o such ground as
.this. This is no phce!oc mllmcy Let not the

1o counsel - Job; - But
. im such loss as lhiuhu'e‘




