POOR DOCUMENT

13

THE EVENING TIMES AND

STAR, ST. JOHN, N. B. SATURDAY, OCTOBE

R 27, 1917

[, wm—

FITZSIMMONS
WAS A WONDER

so terric a hitter in the .ring.

tapering,
able.
hips down,
waist to the

Details of Some of His Bouts
In Ring
vV

His Hands Never Excelled in Size
* by Any Pugilists’ — His M -tri-
monial Troubles — Made e
Meoney Than Predecessors 1a

Championship

usually required special gloves.

improved on for size and strength.

tour of Australia.

In its article on the career of the late
Bob Fitsimmons, the New York Sun
says that in view of the fact that he
never weighed more than a few pounds
above the middleweight limit, yet won
the heavyweight championship of Am-
erica, he was generally regarded as the
most remarkable pugilist of his time.

His parents moved from Wales to
Australia while lie was a youngster and
settled at Timaru, New Zealand, where
the.son was apprenticed to a blacksmith.
It was while swinging sledges in the
shop of his employex that Fitzsimmons
developed the wonderful arm, shoulder

tims was Herbert Slade, a
Mace thought could beat Sullivan.

but nothing came of it.

Sydney.

and chest muscles that later made him |

Nearly a Quarter of a Century

of giving highest possible value for your money
has been the enviable record of

"SALADA"

| Secaled Packets only. "W

A small head and a slender neck sur-
mounted a trunk that could hardly be

Fitgsimmons, while not quarrelsome,
never avoided a setto, and the success
he had in several impromptu jousts led
his friends to enter him in an amateur
tourney arranged in 1880 by the great
Jem Mace, then the heavyweight cham-
pion of the world, who was making a
Fitz wop the tourna-
ment easily, and in the following year
competed in another event of the same
kind. In this tourney one of Pitz’s vie-
man that

Fitzsimmons was but eighteen years
of age when he won these two tourna-
ments, and at the conclusion of the sec-
ond the youngster expressed a willing-
ness to meet the great Mace in battle,

It was eight years later when Fitz
launched forth on his professional car-
eer, his first vietim being Dick Ellis,
who was stopped in three rounds in

Then came his bout with Jim Hall,
L]

|

While Fitzsimmons stood 5 feet 113-4
inches tall, yet his legs were thin and
albeit muscular and service-
He was a middleweight from the,
but a heavyweight from the
neck. His arms were long
. and sinewy and ended in a pair of hands,
that in the ring never were excelled for
size. So large were his hands that Fitz

Black, Green
or Mixed

who at the time claimed the middle-
weight championship of Australia. This
bout took place in Sydney February 10,
190, and Hall won by a knockout in the
fourth round.

Fitzsimmons afterwards put himself in
black and white with the assertion that
he “laid down” to Hall for a money con-
sideration of §75. This affair put a
damper on his prospects in Australia and
he decided to try his luck in America,
and landed in San Francisco in the spring
of 1890, at which time he was twenty-
eight yéars of age and at the height of
his physical powers. He weighed abant
180 pounds in ring condition and had the
appearance of an animated beanpole.

fliy McCarthy and Arthur Upham,
two coast trial horses, were groomed to

C 9 Oune \rm,
that I can thoroughly recommend
9

PERFECT FITTING
RIBBED UNDERWEAR

It is made up to the same high standard
as employed in the making of the famous
¢Ceetee” underclothing. The raw ma-
terials used are the very best and no effort
is spared to make them as perfect as
possible; the seamsare strong and smobth
and the fabric is extremely elastic and
comfortable. On top of all this you have
Turnbull’s reputation as makers of good
underwear for the past 59 years.

Ask your dealer for ** Turndulls’

The C. Turnbull Co. of Canada, Lim_ited

Galt, Ontario
of the f “CEETEER"’ uaderclothiag.

try out the Timaru Terror, but Mec-
Carthy was stopped in nine rounds and
.Upham in five.

Jack Dempsey, middleweight cham-
pion of America, was advised by unwise
friends to make a match with the new-
e8mer end lost title at New Orleans Jan-
uary 14, 1891, bein knocked out in the
fourteenth round after taking a terrible
beating.

After disposing of a few middle-
weights of small ability, Fitz took on
Peter Maher, a contender for the heavy-
weight title, and made him quit at the
end of the twelfth round at New Or-
leans March 2, 1892.

It was on Scptember 7, 1892, that
Corbett Beat Sullivan for the American
heavyweight title, and Fritz set sail for
a match with the new champion.

Corbett told Fitz to “get a reputation,”
and the Cornishman proceeded to do so.
He knocked out Jim Hall in four rounds
at New Orleans, March 8, 1898; Dan
Creedon in two rounds at New Orleans
September 26, 1894; Peter Maher in one
round at Langthy, Tex., February 21,
1896, and stopped Tom Sharkey in the
eighth round in San Francisco Decem-
ber 2, 1896. Wyatt Earp, the referce,
called the blow foul with which Fitz
dropped the sailor, but the majority of
those at the ringside declared the blow
lmlx‘ded fair and in the pit of the stom-
ach. .

Five years after Corbett had won the
title from Sullivan the champion was
finally forced by public opinion to give
the Cornishman battle, the contest tak-
ing place at Carson City, Nev., March
17, 1897, Fitz winning by a knockout in
the fourteenth round.

For two years Fitz did no boxing ex-
cept on the stage, but he finally accepted
a match with Jim Jeffries, and it took
place at Coney Island June 9, 1899, Jeff
winning by a knockout in the eleventh
round. ;

Fitz then prepared for a return match
with Jeff and by way of preparation
knocked out Gus Ruhlin in six rounds
and Tom Sharkey in two round.

He then got another match with the
champion, which was fought in San
Francisco, July 25, 1902, For seven
rounds Fitz gave Jeff a terrific beating,
cutting his face badly, blacking both
his eyes and otherwise marking him.
Jeff’s iron jaw withstood the assauit,
and when Fitz had disabled both his
hands with his heavy punching the
champion sailed in and knocked out the
Cornishman in the eighth round.

Fitzsimmons was 85 years of age
when he won the title from Corbett
and 87 when he lost to Jeff, the most
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advanced age at which any heavyweight
champion had won or lost.

lost his second battle to Jeff, his defeat

knuckles to stand the strain of punch-
ing the big boilermaker.

Although Fitz had retired the unde-
feated middleweight champion, he lost
the heavyweight honors in the ring, he
weighing 167 to 215 by Jeff. When Fitz
won from Corbett the victor scaled 166
to 184 by the loser.

Fitz decided he would gather one
more title before he got too old, and so
on November 25, 1908, when he was 41
years of age, he took on George Gard-
ner, holder of the light heavyweight
title, and beat him on points in a twenty
round bout in San Francisco.

On December 20, 1905, when Fitz
was 48 years of age, he 'lost his last

Francisco.

prove that; he was in the running.

Knocked Out By Bill Lang

"FOR COOL SPRING AND
FALL DAYS

Cast Firesiue Heaters are the best. They provide the children an
open fire which is both healthful and delightful.

Bright and cheerful for the cool days.
- Order a Regal Franklin Cast Fireside Heater. [ts purpose is
to give you satisfaction. Ask for Booklet

CHARLES FAWCETT LIMITED
SACKVILLE - N -B - CANADA

 Agk Your Dealer for Fawcett Goods or Write Direct.”’

ney in twelve rounds December
1 1909.

| more boxing except on the stage.

,shut him out.

While Fitzsimmons was not a showy
boxer, yet he was a ring strategist of
the first rank, and could hit a knockout

Fitz was in his fortieth year when he !

being due solely to the inability of his |

title to Philadelphia Jack O’Brien by a
knockout in the thirteenth rbund at San

Although it was evident ‘to all of his
friends that he had reached the end of
his pugilistic rope Fitz was still uncon-
vinced, and he set out in an effort to

He took on Jack Johnson, then loom-
ing on the heavyweight horizon, in a
bout in Philadelphia, July 7, 1907, and
was knocked out in the second round.

Then Fitz went back to Australia,
and in Sydney, where he had won his
first battle, he ;ost his last contest. Fitz
was knocked out by Bill Lang at Syd-
21,

This defeat by a mediocre performer
‘like Lang seemed to convince Fitz that
his pugilistic sun had set and he did no

He did make an effort to box in this
| ity a few years ago, but the Boxing
! Commission interposed an age limit and

)
|

|
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punch with either hand. His left was
his most dangerous in attack, his favor-
ite method being a shift followed by a
heavy left to the pit of the stomach and
a hook with the same hand to the chin.
While Fitzsimmons performed in a
sensational manner in the ring and
never in his life dodged a challenger,
yet he made less money than any of his
predecessors in the championship.
Fitzsimmons’ matrimonial experiences
were varied and at times exciting. He
got his first wife in Australia and
brought her to this country. After win-
ning the middleweight title from Demp-
sey, Fitz was lured to the vaudeville
stage, and in his company were Martin
and Rose Jullan, acrobats. Rose was a
handsome girl and a graceful perform-

er.

Before the tour ended there had been
a rearrangement of relations. Fitz andy
his wife separated.  After their divorce
Martin Jullan married the divorcee,
while Fitz took Rose Julian as his help-
meet.

Fitz and Martin Julian became recon-
ciled through the efforts of Rose Julian,
and the boxer was managed by his
brother-in-law for the greater part of
his ring career. Fitz established his

home at Bensonhurst, purchasing a fine
villa there in the midst of the fashion--
able folk, much to their consternation.
Their protests were futile. It was while
living happily there that Mrs. Fitzsim-
mons was suddenly attacked with pneu-
monia and died.

Hard Blow to Fitz

"This . was a hard blow to "Fitz, for
Rose Julinn had made him a good wife.
She saved his money for him and close-
ly watched his interests. It was. she
who sat at the ringside at Carson when
her husband was battling with Corbett
for the title and who encouraged the
Cornishman by shouting:

“In the slats, Bob, in the slats.”

After the customary year of mourning
Fitz proposed to Julia May Gifford,
who was well known on the comic
opera stage. She had a powerful voice,
and Fitz told all his friends he had a
second Patti. They were not congenial,
and the third Mrs. Fitz got a divorce
on January 20, 1915.

In March of the same year Fitz mar-
ried Mrs. Temo Slemonin, and they
Jived together till his death.

Rose Julian bore three children for
Fitz—Bob Fitzsimmons, Jr., Martin
Julian Fitzsimmons and Rose Fitzsim-
mons. Bob has boxed o the stage with
his father, and Fitz frequently predict-
ed that his son would be the next
champion. A son by his first wife is
living in New Jersey. Martin Jullan
and the original Mrs. Fitzsimmons live
in Bath Beach.

FREIGHT HANDLERS MEET.

The railway freight handlers, at their
annual meeting held last evening, elected
the following officers: President, W. H.
McDonald; vice-president, John Ward;
financial secretary, John Baird; recording
gecretary, Willam Wililams; treasurer,
James Taylor; business agent, J. A.
Brittain; sergeant-at-arms, J. A. Har
rington; finance and audit committee,
Fred. Long, D. McGinnis and F. Robi-
son; trustees, J. Hargrove, Wm. Hay-
ward and Dan Coughlan,
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Tone is the great criterion by which to judge any musical instru-
a Paganini is w
Its exact duplicate,

ment. The violin of
has the master tone.

Celumbia Grafonola, Price $250
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BAKER'S COCOA™

IS PURE

Purity in cocoa means carefully selected,
scrupulously cleaned cocoa beans, scien-
tifically blended, skilfully roasted, and
with the excess of fat removed, reduced
to an extremely fine powder by a strictly
mechanical ptocess, no chemicals being
{ used, the finished product containing no
?  added mineral matter. '

AND-IT HAS
A DELICIOUS FLAVOR

T

e

TR L D BN IREL

- . . . S . e

Trade-mark on every genuine package
\  Booklet of choice recipes sent free

Made only by

Dorchester, Mass.

Established 1780

e

1 lsmaeaisae

orthy the master's bow—it
lacking this magi; quality,

is but a shell of varnished wood. -

Judge the
upon it res
feeling. T

nd with a
is wonderful

Columbia Grafonola by its tone. Hear the record played
richer warmth, a sweeter resonance, a truer
tone is the result of the perfected detail

of Colurhbia construction—the generous-sized reproducer, the

smooth, correctly shaped tone-arm,

the distinctive Columbia tone- \

leaves that controls the volume of sound.

Conside'r the vital importance of tone.
Columbia—and only the Columbia

the end, will enable the

It is the thing which, in

Grafonola—to satisfy completely your longing for music that is
{aithfully, beautifully reproduced.

Leok for the *‘music-note’’ trade mark—the mark of a genuine Columbia Grafonsla
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