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given lI this report, and they are very strik-
ing. I shall read some furtber conclusions
frorn this report te which 1 have nlot yet
drawn the attention of the bouse. It says:

That every effort be made to shorten as much
as practicabie the time of the through freight
train runnlng between Muigrave and Montreal
and that close connection be secured, If possible,
for points west of Montreal.
That Is a matter whicli I propose to bring
to the attention of the Minister of Rallways
as It does flot concern the Department of
Agriculture.

That the departmeut of the Federal gavera-
ment having charge of the cold storage opera-
tions ha requested to assist the transportation
of freali flsh la lais than car-ioad lots la the
sama way as thay are at prasent assistlng the
shipping of butter and chease to Montreai.
I understand froin the minister that this as-
sistance is given for the purpose of expert
for England. If it be desirable la that
case it would be equally desirable to do it
for the purpose of building up the trade be-i
tween our own provinces, and 1 have not the
slightest doubt that wlth sucli assistance ns
is suggested iu Ibis report a very large trade
ln freshi fIsh may be built up between the
maritime provinces aud the provinces of
Quebec and Ontario. It is of very great
importance to the fishermen of the maritime
provinces that this should be doue, because
they could get very much more for their
fish lu that way than tbey can by curing
their fish and exporting it te the West Indies
or Bmazil. In the interests of the fishermen
of the maritime provinces, as well as lu the
general interests of the country which would
be advanced by building up that Interpro-
vincial trade, the suggestions made lu this
report very weli deserve the attention of the
government.

The MINISTER OF" AGRICULTURE.
I fuliy appreciate the advantage o! such
work as is there suggested. The matter
bas not corne under my owvu special notice
inasmuch as I have been dealiug lu ail this
cold storage matter lu reference to agricul-
tural products. The Minister of Marine and
Fisheries has taken up the question of cold
storage for bait ln connection with the
fisheries, and I shahl be very glad te dlscuss
with hlm the possibility of providing the
facilities necessnry for that interprovincial
trade lu fresh fish. WThile our cold storage
trade arrangements are gulded by the in-
terests of the export trade, yet our refri-
gemator cars are aise available for the in-
ternal trade. For instance, butter or poultry
or fruit consigned fromn Toronto to Moutreal
or frorn Windsor to Toronto can be put lu
these cars just as If these products were
billed for expert. There Is no discrimina-
tien nmade, but stili ail our organization bas
been carried ou with the object o! dealing
wvitb the expert trade, and It was withl that
view that the House voted the money orl-
ginally. I sympathize very much with the
desire of the hon. member for Halifax (m

Borden) to encourage our interprovincial
trade, and if the House should see fit I amn
disposed to think that the cold storage ar-
rangements whicb have been fourni s0 suC-
cessful rnight be extended to the trade iu
fresh fisb.

Mr. HACKETT. Sorne time ago the Min-
Ister of Agriculture iuformed mie that there
were negotiations peuding for the purpose
of providing cold storage between Prince
Edward Island and Great Britain. How
far bave these negotiations progressed ?
Spring 15 now here; shipping wili be movlng
and it is essential in the interests of the
farmers of Prince Edward Island that they
shouldÉ bave tbe same facilities which the
people of the other provinces have for
shipping their products lu cold storage to
England.

The MINISTER 0F' AGRICULTURE.
The cnld storage would. of course. corne
under rny department, but the arrangement
for a service from Prince Edward Island
to Great BrItaîn cornes under the Depart-
ment of Trade and Commerce. W'e bave
had a standing offer for a number of years
that any ships ieaving Prince Edward
Island for Great Britain should get the same
terma for cold storage ns ships ieaving
Halifax, St. John and 'Montreal. If there
Is nlot a regular service from Prince Edward
Islaud we caunot make arrangements for
cold storage accommodation. The Minister
of Trade and Commerce (Hon. Sir Richard
Cartwrlght) Is uow negotiatlng witb two or
tbree ship-owning firms for a service this
year, and wblch, I trust, will last longer
than this year. I have made an offer to
these fIrms te give them encouragement for
cold storage accommodation. More than
that, the Minister of Trade and Commerce
bas told them dlstinctly, in conjunction7
with myseif that no vessel which is not
properly fitted up with mechanical cold
storage wili be accepted for the Prince
Edward Island trade. I may say tbat iast
year and the year before, some siight ar-
rangernents were made in regard to vessels
sailing frorn Prince Edward Island ; but
these vessels were nlot fitted up with
mechanical cold storage. They were sup-
piled partiy with refrigerator chambers
cooled by ice; but, as bas been found in
the trade from other ports of Canada. these
chambers are nlot satisfactory. While bet-
ter than nothing, they are not what we
think Is due to the trade ln food products
from Prince Edward Island. I, therefore,
urged very strongly on my colleagues, and
they have agreed with me and insIsted
upon It, that any vessel getting a subsldy
for service from Prince Edward Island te
English ports shall be fitted up 'with
mechanical cold storage 0f the most modemn
type and description.

Mr. HACKETT. I am very thankful te
the bon. gentleman for his explanation ; but
I wlsh ft distiiiguish between hlm and the
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