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* AS ZEPPELINS DD
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RUSSIANS STRIKE 
FOE IN RUMANIA

t lessened in a degree the excitement 
(heated by the news, but only in a

,lQn*to realized that if no citizen oi 
the United State» was among the 

iottms it merely waa a fortunate ac- , 
etdentTand that It can be only a mac- j
icr of hours before Americans ate i •
pught in the wholesale destruction Advanced Guards Drive

1 Th^caitfomia i» the first big paa- Enemy Back Near
. nenger steamer to be destroyed since 

he Arabic was torpedoed in the Medl- 
erraaean months ago. Her «inking 

-as about swept away the last linger- 
|„g hope here that Germany, after all, 
tvould allow passenger carriers to ee- 
-ape in an effort to avoid driving the 
united States to hostilities.
’ The message from Consul * ros 
vame at the close of another day de
voted to energetic preparations for 
the war regarded as virtually inevit
able and to guarding 
by the United States which might pre
cipitate hostilities. 
y Adhere to Rights.

The most important step ( taken
tfUleCTimsebydaSecTemryh^Lansing! for- struck their first offensive blow on the 

t,.. 11v notifying American shipowners Romanian front, capturing trenches in 
lliat the state department could n«t the ^lon south of Stomlou. Their ad- 
hdvise them as to whet he vance guards made the capture. The
pels should sail on voyage thru t Rlver Seretih has frozen over ard 
v.ar zone, tut at the sa™ * ™ S^„ parties of the enemy, WÔ companies of 
Ing that the rights of American ^ mjm strong.> crossed over near
pels to traverse °„ere prior Surai. southeast of Focsani. and at-
peas are the same ,l® tl)dLn^an decla- tacked the Russian trenches. The fire 
po the issuance of the uerma of the defence drove the Germans back

Germans Show Flagrant Disre
gard of all International 

Rules.
it

Established in Canada 
1896

Admiral Mew Expects Same 
Success as Attended 

Aerial Defences.

London, li'eb. 7.—The Peruvian sail
ing vessel Lorton, while on a-voyage 
from Callao, Peru, was sunk by a 
German submarine on Monday Inside 
Spanish territorial waters, according 
to a British official statement issued 
today. The text of the official an
nouncement says:

“The Peruvian sailing vessel Lorton, 
on passage from CaJlao, was sunk by 

submarine Monday inside

m

GREAT FEBRUARY SALE
$150,000 Worth of Genuine High-Grade

iSloniou.
i 1 king opens houses

foe crosses serethI
!

Ji
Mr. Law Refers to Signifi

cance
( Speedily an enemy 

Spanish territorial waters.
“It is interesting to note that on the 

very day this dual affront to two neu
tral states was perpetrated a German 
wireless press message was boasting 
of the consideration shown by Ger
many to the interests of neutrals."

Counter - Stroke
Drives Germans Back of U. S. Break

(With Foe.Near Surai. ORIENTAL RUGS
- ' ■ ~ " \ ‘ ? . US.. ; • I-

Special Cable to The Toronto World?
London. Fob 7.—Aftei the house of 

commons opened with the customary 1 
austere war ccremon-cs and the King i 
read Ms speech from the thiome, H. H. 
Asquith, A. Hon ir Law and Admiral 
Sir 1 led worth Mciix spoke on mat tors 
pertaining to the German submarine 
campaign; The submarine danger had 
called inti, service the best bimns of 
the country, the speakers said

Admiral Meux sc id: "We have every 
reason do hope that the same success 
ps attended the destruction of zeppe
lins is in a fair way of being rea i ",ed 
to counter the submarine trouble.

Ex-Premier Asquith described Ger
many's new naval policy as one of 
“undisguised savagery.” He .said it 
was not worth while discussing the 
motives which actuated the German 
Government. The novel feature of it 
Was that it was a direct and defiant 
challenge to the conscience and to the 
interests of the entire neutral world.

"This declaration of war on neu
trality,” continued Mr. Asquith, “is 
a challenge which has been taken up 
with dignity and without de'ay by the 
greatest of neutral states. It is not tor 
us to forecast the bearing of this 
memorable event upon the future of 
the war. Still less is it fitting for us 
to tender advice or suggestions to a 
government which is well able to take 
care of itself.

I Special Cable to The Toronto World. __
London. Feb. 7.—The Russians hate1 )

FATE OF SEVENTEEN
SAILORS IN DOUBT

t

t
: British Steamers Ninian and Cor

sican Prince Are Reported 
Sunk.

!.

From 20% to 50% Reductions il

• iiLondon, Feb. 7.—The British steam
ers St. Ninian and Corsican Prince 
were sunn today says 
News. The survivors have been land
ed. Seventeen men are reported miss
ing.

Unusual conditions in the Orient and the great scarcity of Oriental Rugs make this event of 
greater importance this season than on any previous occasion. Our many years experience 
and buying facilities in the Rug trade have always enabled us to secure from tune to time most 
exquisite and elegant specimens of high-grade Oriental. Rugs at the lowest market pnees. Thus 
we have now on hand a most complete and well-assorted stock of Oriental Rugs, which 
able to offer during our February Sale at

ej! the Cej.tr.il

Sot •“ “*•
rend them V) sea prepared "Western (Russian) front—In
^^hToS'ifornla the immediate ia- Bereslna River the enemy, after a 
à-:eV officials‘were deeply impressed by die bombardment of our position

Iho^ness of the German und^Z (n the region of the Village of JZa- 
cea.ncampaign and Its promise, on the fig beresina undertook an offensive against

of the last two days of c^nmig^ou^ ^ trenches in the neighborhood of 
fîermany's threat M^so te Ei«here ahOTv ^llage He succeeded m taking
E .olid of 66 600 tom tor two days, or de- a small island In the river and a trench 
ttruSicW a! the rate of 650,000 tons led by one of our companies. A
ttruction at center-attack by our reinforcements
7 German naval OOOtoiLs threw the enemy back into his own
tvo'tld be necessary to CM off 1.OOOkOO tons trmoheg
a raoivth to completely -“.oiateEnglA^^ji Rumanian front—Our -advance guards
the to 3ugFM°ted that the bal- dislodged the enemy from trenches in

more ".^de up by U-e the 80uth of the River Sioniou.
t-normous amount of neutral shrppmg h^eld and reprised enemy counter-attacks. 
In port by the various neutral govern-. the course of the night the
menus and private shippers. \ enemy> j.wo companies strong, crossed

Departures secrei. to the g^reth, which is frozen, in the re-
Hcr^fyfr gecre^ th™fact of departure gion of Surai, southeast of Focsani, and 

o?\ esseS1 for the war zone in order not attacked our trenches. He was driven 
to invite unnecessary risks. The treasury over the river by our fire, 
department has pcevioujiy issued.nstruc- Caucasus front—There is nothing to 
tiorS against the pub.icu.tion of manifesto 
arid every eifort will be made from now 
on to allow a* little information as poa- 
sible to find its way to German sub- 
marine commanders.
" The statement to shippers weno sent to
day to all who had previously requested 
a. ruling by the department, and included 
both freight and passenger-carrying ves
sels. Among others, it went to the Stand
ard Oil Co., whose offices had ordered 
tua their huge oil-carrying fleet to hold 
to port. Whether the implied invitation 
given shippers to arm if they see fit wi.l 
cause that, policy to be adopted is un
known, but information at the navy de
partment shows that guns are available 
in practically all navy yards and that 

'gunners could be quickly provided.
1 Austrian Situation.
The Austrian situation seemed more 

today than any time since the 
declaration. Charge Zwledinek 
the department, but no details 

out either as to his visit or

ii
:

:

British steamerThe crew of the 
Palmlenf assert that after their ves
sel had been torpedoed by a German 
submarine the captain and chief en
gineer were made prisoner by the Ger- 

who left the other members of

we are
ti

the

PRICES FAR BELOW THE PRESENT COSTmans,
the ship's company in open heats.i

.

BRITAIN PREPARES 
FOR WAR’S CRISIS

■bThe following is only a partial list of the special bargains offered. We have 
a good many other bargains tn small and medium size rugs, suitable for 
halls, dens and living-rooms, which you can come and see for yourself.

i
fc'1,

Room Size Rugs and Carpets Suitable for Dining-Rooms and 
I Pr>r>ma or Drawing-Rooms———————

ROYAL KIRMANSÏÏAH—Allover design, soft 
browns, blues and fans; size 12.9 x 9.1. Regu
lar price $350.00. Sale price 

ROYAL K1RMANSHAH—Allover design, old 
rose, blues and greens; 11 x 8. Regular price

$265.00

* . X
Lord Curzon Predicts Hun 

Savagery Will Reach 
New Depths.

Enemies of Human Race.
FWe shall hail with acclamation, 

with a strain of family pride, the 
stein and resolute determination of 
the other great English-speaking 
power to frustrate the enormity of 
those who have already abundantly 
earned for themselves the title of eno- 
niies of the human race.”

i ANATOLIAN—Blue ground, small Persian de
sign. Size 11.3 x 8.10. Sale price $150.00

ANATOLIAN—Champagne ground, terra border 
and medallion, allover designs. Size 9.10 x 
8.7. Sale price................................................ $135.00

PERSIAN SERAPPI—Terra ground and border, 
blues and ivory corners; Ideal dining-room 

Size 13.7 x 9.7. Sale price.. $195.00

OUSHAK KIRMAN—Gr^en ground, red medal
lion and border; 13.4 x 10. Sale price $125.00

GU LIST AN—Red ground, blue border, palm leaf 
design; 13.5 5,10.5. Sale price.... $155.00

PERSIAN MESHED—Red ground, blue border 
and medallion; 11.8 x 7.5. Sale price $135.00

i
$275.00

FURTHER SACRIFICES
report.

$385.00. Sale price 
PINE MELEZ—Chinese design, in yellow and 

blues ; 13.10 x 10. Sale price 
ROYAL SAROUK—Da* blue ground and bor

der, rose medallion; a very fine specimen ; 
size 11.6 x 8.3. Regular price $390.00. Sale

$297.50

y
Consumption of Food Will Be 

Restricted as Never 
Before.

RELIEF SHIP SURVIVOR
IS LANDED IN FRANCE

(. 1
$325.00Andrew Bonar Law, the chancellor 

of the exchequer, in addressing the 
cotnmône expressed satisfaction with 
what he alluded to as the perfect man
ner in which former Premier Asquith 
had voiced the feeling of the country 
on the role of the neutrals in the face 
of the submarine menace.

Hopes for Best.
Noting that more and more mer

chant shipping was coming under the 
direct requisition of the government, 
and that the shipping controller was 
putting down a large number of new 
ships, Mr. Bonar Law said he did not 
minimize the submarine danger, but 
that some of the best brains in the 
country at large and among naval men 
were concentrated upon the problem. 
Altogether, he declared, he. was not 
without hope, whatever the ravages of 
submarines might be. that something 
might be done to replace the lost ton- 
nage by new ships.

Mr. Bonar I,aw did not wish to say 
anything about the action taken by 
the government of the great republic 
except to point out thait President Wil
son had shown thruouit, indeed, to an 
extent which had led some people to 
criticize him—that he desired to pre
serve neutrality.

“He has snown,” continued the 
chancellor, "that he desires peace—I 
won’t say peace on any terms, but oh 
any terms which the allies can be in
duced to accept. The fact that the 
United States Government has broken 

(with Germany is, in itself the best 
testimony to the justice of our cause 
and the illegality of the methods 
whereby our enemies are trying to 
secure victory.”

King George’s Declaration.
In optning parliament. King George 

declared that the entente had out
lined their policies und aims in the 
notes addressed tu the United States

rug.
».. '

‘Lars Kruse is Believed to Have 
Been Victim of Torpedo. price

ROYAL SAROUK—Deep rose ground, royal blue 
border, allover design; size 11.8 x 8.3. Regu
lar price $375.00. Sale price..., $285.00

I ; London, Feb. 7.—In the house of 
lords today, the Marquis of Crewe, re
viewing- the situation much as Andrew 
Bonar Law had done in the house of 
commons, said that Germany had 
thrown aside the mask of humanity 
by her latest utterances, and had pro
mised a warfare of unequalled 
savagery which was staggering, not 
in the sense Its authors hoped, but to 
those who contemplated Germany’s 
moral position. !

The speaker said he knew of nb 
parallel in modern history for Ger
many’s act. Even Napoleon and 
Frederick II., he said, unscrupulous as 
they were, would have shrunk from 
such a threat. The action of the United 
States in the face of the German 
menace, lie added, would be founded on 
a high moral basis. He hoped, however, 
that nobody would suppose that the ac
tion of America would make it less in
cumbent upon the allies to do the ut
most possible to win the war.

U.S. Patience Unexampled.
Earl Curzon lord president of the 

council, alluding to the action of the 
United States in severing relations 
with Germany, said:

“When, after patience almost unex
ampled, tha United States, thru its 
president, refused to have further to 
do with an ynclean thing, it justified 
the saying that the moral judgment of 
the world would be delivered against 
Germany.”

He declared that other neutrals 
would undoubtedly follow the example 
of America, and that there were uthei 
nations which would like to follow it 
if they could.

Lord Curzon thought that the allies 
were approaching the real and ter
rible; crisis of the war. and things 
would be attempted by the central 
powers "surpassing in horror and 
monstrosity anything hitherto tried.”

Must Restrict Imports.
Recognizing the seriousness of the 

peril, he enid, Great Britain was mul
tiplying destroyers, arming merchant
men, developing scientific inventions 
for the discovery and destruction of 
submarines, and endeavoring to pro
tect neutral shipping by organizing 
sea lares of safety thru the danger 
zones, in addition to accelerating ship
building, and added:

“Ere long the government, must call 
cm tbe country to accept a restriction 
of imports and consumption of com
modities far in excess of anything yet 
known. Wo must be ready with all 
our resources to beat the enemy.”

London, Feb. 7.—Walter Hines Page, 
the American ambassador, has been 
notified that the sole survivor of the 
Belgian relief steamship Lars Kruse, 
which was sunk by a torpedo or mine 
near the Belgian coast on Monday, 
has been landed in France. Mr. Page 
telegraphed this report to Ambassa
dor Sharp at Paris, with the request 
that he get in touch with te survivor 
and forward is full account of the 
sinking of the relief vessel to the state 
department at Washington.

The Central News says that it has 
learned that the Lars Kruse was tor
pedoed.

OUT-OF-TOWN BUYERS—We wish our out-of-town patrons throughout Canada to take ad
vantage of this rare opportunity. We will pay most careful and prompt attention to any out- 
of-town inquiries, and, if necessary, we will make a very careful selection from our present 
stock during this Great Sale for any outside buyers who are unable to come personally.

This is a Rug Buyers9 Opportunity to Save Money. 
Buy now for present and future needs 

while you have the chance.

hopeless 
German 
called

l r givenÏ yvere _ ,
a* to whether, information explanatory of 
the Austrian note has been received from 
. ienr.a. An interview cabled from there, 

However, indicated Austria's total adhe
sion to the German policy and about dis
pelled what little hope remained of a 
modus Vivendi that would prevent a sev
erance and allow the United States to 
care for the great prisoners' camps over 
Which she has assumed guardianship.

That most of the neutral world will line 
up behind this country, at least to the ex
tent of vigorously protesting against the 
German campaign became evident today 
with reports -that Spain, Norway, Sweden, 
lienmarlt, Brazil, Bolivia, and probably 
other Levt'n-American countries would 

publish their replies shortly. While it is 
not believed that any of these nations, 
pant'culaaly the Europeans contiguous to 
Germany, will formally sever relations, as 
this country has done, their protest is 
valued as a means of moral condemnation.

■i

United States Getting Ready
To Commandeer All Ships

i Special to The Toronto World.
Washington. Feb. 7.—Acting on the 

advice of the president and the United 
States shippMg board, Senator 
Fletchef1 introduced a bill late today 
authorizing the shipping board, in 
ease of war or emergency, to com
mandeer all ships under construction 
in the United States and to com
mandeer all privately-owned Ameri
can ships-

THEwith the sameof the cause
ardor' and devotion that 

haTmïed"me with pride and gratitude 
since the war began. —

“I pray

success 
indomitable

■STANDARD DANK i.

“I pray Almighty God to give His 
blessing to your councils.'^ OF CANADA

HEAD OFFICE -, TORONTO

This Bank offers every facility in 
the conduct of accounts, of manu
facturers, farmers and merchants.

SAVINGS DEPARTMENT at every Branch. 235

MAIN OFFICE: 15 King St. West.

I
War Bread Soon to Make

Its Appearance in France
ii< AMERICAN LINERS 

POSTPONE TRIPS
■

NEXT BRITISH MAIL.

The next British and foreign mail, 
via England, will close at the general 
postoffice as follows: Regular mail 
will close at 9 p.m., Thursday. Sup
plementary mail will close at 6 
Friday. Registered and parcel post 
matter, 5 p.m., Thursday.

Paris, Feb. 7.—War bread soon will 
Make its appearance in France. What 
kind it will he has not yet been defl- 
nitelv decided, but experiments now 
lire being made with a new bread that 
will contain more whole wheat flour 
than that now sold.

a.m.,
St. Paul and St. Louis Will 

Not Leave Port Just 
Now.

as far as could be done at the present 
time. The King added:

“Threats of further outrages upon 
public order amd the common rights 
of humanity serve to steel our deter
mination.”

The scene as King George read liis 
speech presented a striking military 
spectacle, in marked contrast to tho 
usual civil procedure. The King wore 
a uniform of an admiral of the fleet. 
The escort cf their majesties was dis
tinctly military or naval, witli Admiral 
Jellicoe, first sea lord; Lieut.-Gen. Sir 
Wm. P.oberWon, chief of the imperial 
staff, and i Field Marshal Viscount 
French, oonunander-in-cthlef of the 
armies in the United Kingdom, and 
others in full uniform, these high oifi-, 

replacing the usual train cf court

CST’D 167»I
!

B ri 14 Branches in Toronto. aWAR SUMMARY -!

RECEIVE NO ADVICEI

be mnVle aware of the fact if war is de
clared.

Information described as “Reliable,” 
v. hich is invariably anonymous, con*' 
tinues to be nSed as the basis of talal 
purporting to give detailed and minura 
accounts of the disabling of the ma
chinery in the liners. A "secret agent” 
of the kaiser's government, one New

READY TO SEIZE 
INTERNED SHIPS

THE DAY’S EVENTS REVIEWED Government Declines to Say 
Whether or Not They 

Should Take Risk.

i RtfContinued From Page 1.)
believe, as they have been taught, that submarine ruthlessness will win the 
war for them, and its failure will serve to throw them into despair This 
defeat will probably come at a time when Germany will have more than 
she can do to keep her celebrated war map unaltered under the Influence 
of allied military pressure.

York paper declares, made a tour of ail 
the Teuton veesels, quaffing a “half 
litre of beer” at each, after which he

New York, Feb. 7.—The Associated 
Press tonight sends out the following:

Sailing of the American line steam
ships St. Louis and St. Paul, now in 
the Port of New York, has been in
definitely postponed, it was announced 
here tonight by P. A. S. Franklin, presi
dent of the International Mercantile 
Marine.

After receiving 
Washington on the .subject, Mr. Frank
lin issued the fallowing statement:

"The American line announces that 
the sailing dates of the steamers St. 
Louis and St. Paul now in the Port of 
New York have been indefinitely post
poned. The following message was re
ceived today by telephone from Sec
retary’ of State Lansing:

“The government cannot give advice 
to private persons as to whether or no® 
their merchant vessels should sail on 

voyage to European ports by which 
they would be compelled to pass thru 
the waters delineated in the declara
tion issued by the German Government 
on Jan. 31, 1917.

Hoboken Likely to Be Scene 
of Drastic Move by 

United States.

cars 
functionaries.

In the house of lords, American Am
bassador Page occupied a place in the 
diplomatic reservations conspicuously 

King George and Queer. Mary as 
the King delivered his “speech from 
the throne” convoking parliament.

"My people thruout the empire and 
heroic allies remain steadfastly

? -•conveyed the order to disable the engines 
so the ships wytild be useless to the 

- U.S. in case of seizure.
Collector

« * * * *
of the Port Dudley^ Field 

Malone took occasion today to deny the, 
truth of these stories.

Grandcourt, a village on the south bank of the Ancre River in French 
Picardy, fell yeMerday into British possession. The continuous pressure 
of the British against this village from both banks of the Ancre forced 
|he enemy to evacuate it. The British then seized it and an adjoining 
■ensive work. The Germans lost many men about Grandcourt !n the oper

ations of the past few days. Like the other villages on the Somme and the 
F Ancre, the Germans had powerfully fortified Grandcourt during their long 

tenancy and with it Miraumant has served to cever Bapaume from the 
west. The nexi step will bring the British close to Miraumont, but they 
will probably elect to proceed by a turning movement about Pys and up the 
Ancre valley. London critics now expect that, the British will soon enter 
thei strong position of Le Transloy. Their troops now seriously threaten 
this position.

Cl
to, bnear

NO SERIOUS DAMAGESPAIN MAKES PROTEST
AGAINST HUN WARFARE

Legality of Methods Cannot Be 
Accepted, Says Formal 

Note.

de- ha-a message from BOOK NO PASSENGERS
ON AMERICAN SHIPS rules, 

of oriour
and unanimously resolved to secure 
just reparation, restitution for th3 
past, - and guarantees for the empire, 
which we regard as essential to the 

of civilization,” the King

Official Denial Given Reports 
of Operations of Hun 

Plotters.

United States Government Re
fuses to Supply Convoys 

for Steamers,

the
pres
iarg,
prey

SI
progress 
said. CoMadrid, via Paris, Feb.

Spanish Government's reply to Ger
many's - submarine war zone note ’s a

brief period of time. The Canadians took 23 prisoners and two machine outside the legal principles of inter- 
guns. A composite party of Manitoba and Alberta troops carried out one national law. It. adds that if Germany 
of the raids and a party of Quebec troops carried out the other raid hopes to have .Siam’s nelp to avoid 
These operations had as their principal purpose the harrying of the enemy more 10FS ”f 1,f<* must be understood 
the destruction,of his mine shafts, and the securing of prisoners Four th:it sP:Un' w’hi,e ready at the proper

«2SSÏ" 6e,el‘lh* « '■ *«•»«, b-»n ^SSÆLS'5%5. tSmS
* * * * » mettrods ^f warBal'ty °f cXceptlonal blockade of the enemy. My armies

For the first time in two weeks the Rumanian front has shown sie-na ----------- ---------------------- conducted successful operations , in
of activity. The Russians report that their advanced guards have dis- SWEDEN WILL PROTEST fuT^repared ^LTew^he Struggle
lodged the enemy from his trenches in the region of Slonon. The freezing BUT WILL NOT SEVER in close andHordial co-operation wi-h
of the Sereth River enab.ed two companies of Germans to cross it near ---------- my allies on every field. I trust their
Surai and to attack the Russians. Artillery fire speedily dispersed them. DôCliilêS President Wilson,S Sug- united efforts will carry the successes 
On the northern flank, several lively local combats are proceeding on the r-.-z rtflF a 11 niv, ‘ already won to a victorious conclu-
Èlstoric Bereslna River. gestion to creak uti All uip- ,ion.

e 6 w » <1 lomatic Relations. "I have invited representatives of
Washington is In great of the gtockhoim. Fe^T-Sweden wll.not which''h^eTorn^ ^glorious a™blve

casualties sustained in the sinking of the passenger ship California, off the accept President Wilson’s invitation in the struggle, to confer with my n.in- 
eoast of Ireland. She had 35 passengers on ooard. No definite details have to sever diplomatic relations with isters on important questions of corn- 
arrived concerning the number^ rescued or missing. One American escaped Germany. The Swedish Government, mon interest relating to the war,
drowning. Meanwhile American passenger vessels will sail towards Eur- however, will protest against the which step, I trust, Will result in the

without an armed escort. Germany will get an opportunity to do her newly inaugurated German naval re-establishment of closer relations in 
worst. If she deliberately provokes war, she will have war. Meanwhile P°1,cy- a’!.i>^rts of ^ empire.
♦he allied diplomats are striving to prevent the raising of a large army by . . , --- ------.. . The accomplishment of the task to

Ve ,1'llîv , i! i _0_ #nr Ampriran nntinn w-nniri A Ivondon cable this afternoon which I have set my hand will entailthe United States in case ™r, for states that Spain. Holland. Brazil and unsparing demand upon the energies
their offensive by drawing on the material. Switzerland l*v- also protested to and resources of all my subjects, but

tMTicialb view Ufcq case of the California as exceeding y grave, perhaps as Germany against further submarine i I ana assured that the people will re-
epond to every call necessary to the

7.—Tbs "In response to the invitation of the 
President of the United States we 
have outlined as far as possible at 
present our general objecta and alms. 
Threats of further outrages of the 
public law, of the common rights of 
humanity, will only serve to steel cur 
determination-

wasInteraa-New YCrk, Feb. 7.— The 
tiional Mercantile Marine today sent 
out instructions to its agents thruout

I theSpecial to The Toronto World.
Hoboken, N.J., Feb. 7.—At Hoboken 

may be staged the United Status’ first 
act of war, if war against Germany is 
declared. It is taken for granted that 
the federal authorities, In tho event of 
hostilities becoming assured, will seize 
the German passenger and freight liners 
in American ports before permitting a 
declaration of war to be made public.
As the largest and most valuable 
Germans liners, including the Va ter lend 
which is the largest vessel afloat, are at 
Hoboken the Mile-Square City is likely 
to be the first place in the country to war zore.

* •> * * Si
Mi

what.the country requesting them to cease 
booking passengers on American Line

a Bin
point) 

t entttl 
can 
findiJ 
has j

ships.
Announcement or this action came

stste- 
♦bat

Tribute to Forces.
“During the winter," the King con

tinued, “my navy maintained un
challenged and ceaseless watch on the 

and enforced vigorously a

Rights on Seas.
“It, however, asserts that the rights 

of American vessels to traverse all 
parts of the high seas are the same 
now as they were prior to the issu
ance of the German declaration, and 
that a neutral merchant vessel may, 
if its owners believe that it is liable 
to be unlawfully attacked, take any 
necessary measures to prevent or re
sent such attack. -

“The American Line officers have 
now taken under consideration whe
ther to sail their steamers within pro
hibited waters or whether It is their 
duty to provide gun and gunners on 
their own account."

The A.nchor liner Tuscania arrived 
here tonight, three days late, from 
Glasgow, with 56 cabin and steerage 
passengers. The delay in the voyage 
was attributed by passengers both to 
rough weather and a zigzag course the 
liner’s commander took to avoid sub
marines. The Tuscania's officers first 
heard of the sinking of the California 
of the same line when they arrived at 
Quarantine tonight.
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