
PREFACE

MANY books have been written on Alaska.
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the natives, or aborigfnes, of the

S^' i° *??® ^^^y ^'•^ merely alluded to,while in others they are treated more or less com
prehensive y. Whi:3 some are reliable so far asthey go, others abound with errors and contain
statements about the natives which are not true.The same may be said about many articles thathave appeared in various periodicals.
It 18 evident to those who are intimatelv an-
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*hat some wrTtersUtcome to their work with little or no preparationIn truth, several of the books extant on Alaska

as well as scores of articles which have appeared

halln? r'^^'-.^''^^"
been written by tourisfs who

fit»
''"* '™'t.ed opportunities of studying the na-tives and their customs.
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Some of the books, and not a few of the articleswere written on " hurry-up •• orders, and by per-

th»'Z^ ^"^ """'"'y Sf'"""*^ «t the .lountry'^from
the deck of L passing steamer. Hearsay and idSrumour furnished much of their contends Someof them con am fake stories. Had their autCsbeen more intent on publishing facts than onbreaking into print such stories would never havebeen set up m cold type. A novelist may have
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