
any (itiicr c:.\|iiiiisonl' water, '.'lio wimls
Miivv tliortj as vvuU as tlioy will on Lake
Ontario or any other open bay."
Q - Wiit< the iroronimcnl (fUuled HO^eh/ fii/

rnnmln-atiom for the pi'ihlic hitcri'x'sf i'n

)iiid-iii<i the choice, 'f

Much of thy evidence already given
tends very strongly to a Hatisfautoi'y as-
surance on this point. It is only neces-
sary to further add the following :

-
Hon. Alex. Mackenzie toatiiied :

(l~ I should like to ask you first as to
the s«ilection of tlie Kaniinisti(|uia for
the terminus of the Pacific Railway -

Itow it was arrived at? When I took
charge of the Tuhlic Works Department,
an cjigineer of the name of Murdoch had
lic,e;ii Hcnt >to survey the line from tlie

i\aministi<|uia River, or, more jjarticu-
larly,from Thunder Bay. T do not know
Miat it was from the Kaministiquia
Kiver, westward. When we obtained
informaticm regarding the work, in the
.s|>.-iug we (thp-t is Mr. .Fleming, Mr.
'! rudeau. my deputy and myself), had
repeated consultations about it, and my
own impressitm was that it would be
better to bring the railway to Pointe le
Meurons, that ijeing the head of the
deep water navigation in the Kaminis-
ti(piia River, so as to have the whole
length of the river for haibor purposes,
and save so many miles of railroad. Mr.
-vlurdoch, I understand, had in the mean-
time surveyed a portion of the river
bank where it was ultimately located.
Mr. Fleming, Mr. Trudeau (mydeinity)
and inyself had frequent consultations
about it. I knew nothi/ig technically
myself. ^ liad been in the Kaministi-
quia Rivt I, and knew generally what
isortofa river it was, the formation of
tlic banks, the deptl, of the water, and
also the depth of water on the bar. I

liad that general information ; and Mr.
Fleming seemed to be quite clew, as
well as Mr. Trudeau, that that was the
best place to locate it. I coincided with
that view, and it was selected by general
ac(piiesc€nce of the heads of the Depart-
ment ; the Chief Engineer ; I also under-
stood the district engineer, my deputy
and myself.

Q—Vour own opinion, however, was
tliat the cite should have been higher up
than the point ultimately chosen ?—Yes,
it was my impression, and Mr. Fleming
and Mr. Mr .och both said the high
banks aliove would make it ])ractically
iinpo.ssiblc to get to any point high up on
the river Ijank.

<2 -It was then brougiil ('own to the
nearest available jioint ? It was l>rought
to where it is. \ do not renKsmber :.ll

the reasons, as it was in general consul-
tation of an oral ciiaraeter rather tlian
written eonununications ; but .it was
brought where it is wholly by the en-
gineer and by me.

Wliat more is noeded ? Surely no-
thing ; a clearer case could not have been
ma<lo out, if the Select Committee of the
Senate had gone to work to justify the
selection ma(le by the Government. Mr.
Mackenzie, anxious to save the exijcnse
(•f every mile of railway he possibly
could, wa.s himself favcrrable to locating
the terminus at a point further up the
liver, but from tiiis he vas di.ssuadcd by
the engineers in connccticm with the De-
l)artment, the high banks of the river at
that place being hehl as an almost insup-
erable obstacle to the construction of
docks. Between thq Kaministifiuia
River and Prince Arthur's Landing,
the Minister had really no choice

;

his professional advisers favored the
former; his own common sense also fa-

vored it, and the weight of all the testi-
mony taken since goes to justify tiie

wisdom of the selection. At this termi-
nus it is expected that in time a large
commercial city will grow up. Let us
see for a moment how it will compare, as
to situation, with tlie leading cities of
the Morld. From Mr. Kingsford's evi-
dence it will be seen that the Kaminis-
ti(piia "presents a marked parallelism to
the rivers which have led to the commer-
cial pre-eminence of Chicago and Mil-
waukee." Taking other American cities,

we notice that Detroit is situat';d on a
river, ai.-d Cleveland, Buffalo, Oswego,
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Richmond, Wilmington, Mol)ile and New
Orleans, all either lake or seaports, and
all carefully hugging the river for per-
fect harborage. In the old world we fiml
London, Liverpool, Glasgow, Dublin,
Belfast, Cork, Lyons, jNIarseilles, St.
Petersburg, Calcutta, Pekin- in fact
nearly all of them—situated on rivers.
That the same wise forethought was dis-
played ill selecting the site of that future
Canadian city, •which is destined to grow
on the shores of tiiat mighty lake, is

cause for thankfulness and congratu-
lation.

(3.) Hav'mcj regard to all the circtim-
staiiceti, w«,s (he ralae palifrcdsoiKihli aiii/'

ji(d>

It may be ncccHWiry to say at tlie ouf •


