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nothing,' at present, of piety, virtue, &(\, rh 1 do not wiah

to encumber the subject with matters which do not specially

belong to it.

If every man were his own mnstor, liis own employer,

pursuing his own business in his own way, our address this

evening would be of a more simple character. We sliould

then only have to enlarge on the particulars which we havo

already spoken of. "VVe should then only have to tell you
in what way you should decide on what is your proper

business : how you should pursue it, with proper regard to

your health ; and in what way to guard against excesses in

labour as well as idleness, with suitable maxims and ex-

amples for guidance. But, society is complicated with the

relations of parent and child, employer and employed, and

it is often impossible for a young person to make his own
selection of business ; impossible, too, frequ jntly to pursue

his calling with regard to health and fitness. Many a one

may say, I had no choice in the business of my lite, or he

may affirm that it is impossible to pursue those rules by

which life might be made tolerable or pleasant, because he

is not his own master. For the mere purpose of living, he

requires tq sell himself for a period to the direction of

another, and in consequence of the redundaiice of labour,

he is under the necessity of making a disadvantageous bar-

gain, engaging to do more than the frail machine—the

body—is capable of, wearing out life before its due time.

Still further is this matter complicated with that rivalry in

business, which compels employers who are just in their

views and dealings, to exact, in self defence, from their em-

ployees, more than they know to be right and proper.

Each one of these parties has his own story to tell, and his

own defence to make ; and to listen to the several state-

ments, one would think it impossible ever to come to a fair

and equitable arrangement. A young man may say, I

was not consulted when devoted to my business, and it does

not suit me. His parents may say, we did the best we
could under the circumstances ; the employed may say, we
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