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at Vincennes, and now carrying his banner of union
among the Creeks and Cherokecs of the south. He was
neither intoxicated by success, nor discouraged by fail-

ure ; and, but for the desperate conflict at Tippecanoe,
would have estabUshed the most formidable and extend-

ed combination of Indians, that has ever been witness-

ed on this continent. That he could have been success-

ful in arresting the progress of the whites, or in making
the Ohio river the boundary between them and the In-

dians of the north-west, even if that battle had not been
fought, is not to be supposed. The ultimate failure of

his plan was inevitable from the circumstances of the

case. The wonder is not that he did not succeed, but
that he was enabled to accomplish so much. His genius

should neither be tested by the magnitude of his scheme,
nor the failure in its execution, but by the extraordinary

success that crowned his patriotic labors. These labors

were suddenly terminated in the hour when the pros-

pect of perfecting the grand confederacy was brightest.

By the battle of Tippecanoe—^fought in violation of his

positive commands and during his absence to the south,
—^*he great object of his ambition was frustrated, the

go ' n bowl was broken at the fountain ; that ardent

enthusiasm which for years had sustained him, in the

hour of peril and privation, was extinguished. His ef-

forts were paralyzed, but not his hostility to the United
States. He joined the standard of their enemy, and
fought beneath it with his wonted skill and heroism.

At length the contest on the Thames was at hand. In-

dignant at the want of courage or military skill, which
prompted the commander of the British forces to shrink

from meeting the American army on the shore of lake

Erie, he sternly refused to retreat beyond the Moravian
towns. There, at the head of his warriors, he took his

stand, resolved, as he solemnly declared, to be victo-

rious, or leave his body upon the field of battle, a prey
to the wolf and the vulture. The result has been told.

The Thames is consecrated forever, by the bones of the

illustriou'5 Shawanoe statesman, warrior and patriot,

which repose upon its bank.
In whatever aspect the genius and character of Te-

cumseh may be viewed, they present the evidence of
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