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Detailed llKurtw from w'lmrat*' caiiiiers Imve been (ibtiiiiiod by correHpondenee,

wliicli pliiee tlie puck at 4<il,4'M» eases, of wliieli 1h;{,4(M> cases were prepared at Asto-

ria, 204,(MK)atotlier plae«!siii tiio lower river, and 74,(((M> cases at the Cascades and Tiio

Dalk'H. The proportion of the dilVereiit species eonstitntin),' the pack is estinnited to

be about us follows: (Jhinook, (>'J (ter cent or .'{18.;j(i(i cases; biuebacks, IG percent

or 7.S,8'J4 cases, and steellieads, 15 per cent or (;'.I,2H) cases.

The foref^oinj; ll^nres apply only to the rejfiilai-piickiiiK season, which terminated

August 10. When the close- time expired on Septend)er 10, some'of the canneries

resumed o|ierat ions and (continued to- pack until Novcunber 10. From infornuition

received from Mr. M. .1. Kinney, it api)ears llust about 70,000 cases, ehi<'Hy of silver-

sides, were i)repiired in the fall. Mr. Kinney stales that it would have been an easy

matter to pack double that ((uautity had the lishiu}; Ix^eu carried on with sutlicieut

ener;,'y.

SlatiMticn of Htthnon p<uk from lH(i(j to ]s!)-f, iiicliiMiiT.—From IHUO, the year in

which the salmon canning' industry on the (Columbia River was established, to 1894, the

(pnintily of salmon utilized for eanning pur])oses was alxuit (i!)r»,400,000 pounds, and

the aggregate pack, was about 10,(kJ.'J,800 cases, each holding 48 one pttund cans, or the

e«|uivalent. The value of the pack to the eauners was about !j(il,7(i0,ij00. ITp toniul

including 1887 practi(!ally the entire <|nantity of salmon utilized in canning consisted

of chiuook salmon. 8inee that year larger and laiger (piantities of steelhead, blue-

back, ami other salmon have been used and the ii.imber of chiuook salmon entering

into the pack has been re<luced in the same proportion.

The following table shows for each year the gn/ss weight of salmon utilized for

eanning, the mimbcr of cases psusked, the wholesale market value of the canned tlsh,

and the average value per case. The growth, decline, and present coiulition of the

industry are to be interpreted in the light of the statement in the i)receding para-

graph as to the utilization of the cheajier grades of sahiu)u. The figures, as they

stand, indicate a seri(Mis decline in the industry since the business reached its height

in 1883 and 1884. The extent of the decline is made uu)re appartuit wheu the greatly

augmented quantities of apparatus employed in recent years are taken into eonaider-

atitui. With the number of fishing api)liance8 employed in 18!)4, a pack in that year

a half larger than that in 1884 would really indicate a serious reduction iu th supply

of flsh.

Summary of the lalmon-mnning intlnatry of the Columbia River from its ongiii to the present time.


