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mentioned in the report of the Record Commission as the

contents of the " Baga de Secretis." This bag, which was

always known to be in existence, contains merely the indict-

ment, precepts, and condemnation of that unfortunate queen,

and not a tittle of the evidence produced in substantiation

of the revolting crimes with which she was charged. It has

been suspected by many persons, that the depositions of the

witnesses were destroyed by the order of Elizabeth; but

surely, if she had destroyed the evidence, she would never

have allowed the indictment, which brandt^^ her unhappy

mother as a monster of impurity, to be preserved. It is more

according to probability that Henry and his accomplices in

this judicial murder, being well aware tlmt no evidence of

Anne's guilt was proc^uced that would uear an impartial

legal in\ estigation, took effectual measures to prevent its ever

appearing iu her justifi( ation.

Anne Boleyn must have been in her thirty-sixth year at

the time of her execution, for Cavendish tells us that her

brother lord Eochford, vvas twenty-seven when he was ap-

pointed o. he king's \ rlv^ -chamber.' This was in 1527. The

queen was obably uuout a year younger, calculating her age

to have beei' fourteen when she went to France as maid of

honour to ti*. bride of Ijouis XII., and thirty-two at the

time of her acknov 1r 'ed marriage with the king. She had

been maid of honoi to four queens; namely, Mary and

Claude, queens of France, Margaret queen of Navarre, and

Katharine of Arragon, the first consort of Henry VIII., whom,

in an evil hour for both, she supplanted in the affections of

the king, and succeeded in her royal dignity as queen of

England. She only survived the broken-hearted Kathaiiue

four months and a few days.
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