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19-1 GRAMMA TICAL A PPEXDIX.

the position of which is most absolutely fixed in a Ger-

man sentence, particularly in principal sentences.

§ 3. Senteiices are of two kinds (as regards their rank

and construction), viz. : Principal (or Independent) and

Subordinate (or Dependent) ; and the position of the

Verb varies in these two kinds of sentences very materi-

A.—PRINCIPAL SENTENCES.

§ 4. A Principal Sentence is one which does not de-

pend on any other sentence.

Place of the Verb in Principal Sentences.

§ 5. Principal Sentences in German always have the

Verb (/>., that
,
part containing the Assertion) in the

Secondplace ; or in other words, the verb is the Second

Idea (not necessarily the second word) in the Principal

Sentence.

{a) The normal sequence of words in the sentence

is : Subject, Verb (containing the assertion). Predicate.

Other words than the subject, however, frequently be-

gin the sentence;

{b) In Eng. the subject almost invariably precedes

the Verb, and the Verb is therefore, when some other

member of the sentence precedes the subject, in the

M/V// place, as : To-morroiv I shall go.

(r) In Germ., on the other hand, when any member
of the sent, other than the subj. begins the sent, (which

is more frequently the case than not), the Verb still re-

tains its place as the Second Idea or Member, the subj.

being in such cases thrown after the Verb, as : Morgan
werde ich gehen ("To-morrow shall I go ").

N.B.—This is the one fixed rule of German construe-


