
"1" ilic I'salnis was :i t.-Nl ]y.»-k in Scotlisli j;riiiii-

lllar schools v ^tliiii ihc iiu-rTiMry of iiu-n slill iiv-

iiiK. Diit his s.iarv in the uork of flu' Ki-foniiatioii

alone ooMixriis us Iuti-, Sir David I.inilsay « rotf in ihi-

spoirh of tlu- coMinion people, and liuchanan in the slaltiv

Konmn tonsue. but lioih doalt with the same theme. Tlie
peasants lan^hed at the hroad iimeiidos of the one and the
kin- and liis courtiers delifjhted n. see the church dignitar-
ies of the palace writhe under the no less pnnj;ent satire

contained in the nteasured Iiexanielers of the other. Coni-
pelleil for a time to llee the country. lie o])enIy embraced die

Keformalion anil filled important posts in varion, places.

Jn 1562 we find him readiiif; I.ivy with IJueen .Marv "ilailie

after her dinner." lUichanan was uh, much of a scholar to

take a very ])roininent part in the stirrinj; scenes that were
bcinj; enacteil around him. I)ut bis counsel was hitjhlv valueil

and bis writinRS produced an effect that extended beyond
liis life. They were burnt by the common lianpiian in

Knfiland. but tlieir doctrine^ are n.)w embodied in the statute
Iiook of that country and tire the foundation stones of Brit-

ish liberty. Twice did he preside over the ( ieneral .\ssenibly
as its .Moilerator. beiu;; the only hiyuian who has ever occn-
jiied that position. We have no evidence that he was even
a rulins; elder.

ni. The chief explanation of the Refoniialion move-
ment will, doubtless, be found in the state of rclifjion at the
time. In estimatini; the religious inHuences in operation we
must remember that Komanism was in Scotland a foreign
impontition. Introduced by Oneeii .Margaret in the end of
tile eleventh century, it had none of the presti<,'e of antiquity,

and. as an exotic it tenilcd to decay. The principles of tlie

old Columban church still maintained their hold upon sec-

tions of the country, and doubtless in many parishes the sec-

ular cler.ijy were as conspicuous for their worth and faith-

fulness as their brethren of the monastic orders were f.ir
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