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the atronKtli of a Ivgand on
n-nt mat*. Whm a v«-ry

iiiK-iTtiilti rccoril It In afier all to h«V«
t«» rely im th.' luralion nurvey of a
riillwiiy lim-. m..ro p»peclHlly |n nrlllah
(Vii.inihl.i. wlHMx ttie crmllBiirBtlon of
Ih- poiiniry Ik m.> .limcmi an to make it
ttlmodt Irnpoxfi. , on firpt Inapection.
for even the mmt ex[i*Tt ••iiRlrieer to
•ay [>oMltlv*'ly llmt ttie ]|ii« recorded !
Ihf one llmt win W followed n hon
rorinlructl.in in carried out.

If yoo *'XHmlne the ilcpartmenti here
anil In Ottawa you will fln.l that there
t'a. not hern a mll<> of railway built
In Ihit iiiountiilnM that naa not been
Ii'iHlfd pnd relorated many limes. The
final location mlich* be moved twenty
mlleM from the original plan.

I« It predlhle that a person or
rorporatlon would purrhane land In
IlrlllMh Coh.mbla on th.- Htrenath of a
Oovernmetit mRp. which la marked here
Hiid there » 1th llnei. projected and
under construction, and enter into an
aKreement that could be Juslined on
sound business llnea? The uncertainty
of the l.K-uIlon i.Y the landa themselves
is a factor that ought to be taken into
corualderatloi).

It In a reaaonablH thills .or a
Qovernment in dealinc with railway
corporations whose onterprlsea aie
projected through the mfnintalns to give
every opportunity puDHJbJe to locating
.^nirlneers to work out the best route
and to secure the mont feasible and
the most economic line. So I say that.
while the gentle'-en Interested In this
psf-tloilar Infltano^ ly have felt quite
ale In representlnii that these were
farm lards In the vicinity of the Kettle
Valley road, at the same time It was
rather a hazardous thing to go the
length of representlnn for a certainty
that the railway would be building
along that specific route. Tou will see
from the scale of the maps that It
would be ilfflcult. if not Impossible, to
locate aci,,tge unless It was In the tens
of thousands of acres. In my humble
opinion he would be a very careless
man Indeed who would enter Into an
eirreemenl, as purchaser, or agent, on
the atrength of a Government map in
any section of the P-ovInce. Never-
theless, ht-re, in a few words, la the
position presented to the Qovernment
a few days ago.

The Government of British Columbia
Is Uways solicitous of vested Interest*,
«i>*T we are always careful to gl\« every
protection so far as constitutional

lulhorlly will wnrr«nt. wv brt\.. bef.n
v.-ry much contfrn«*d btrauMe of the
reprr«et.tatUm» miule l,»| th^re nIuiuM
'" »"> ml»ionc.'p:i r ml-uri.liT-
NlHUdlnK .IK to the Mttltud>> of the
(li.v.Tumenl, We are fearful that some
lMr«.)ttM wh.. mitfhl he onHcrupujous hi
Ihe matter mUbt K" the Iwigih of
lepr.-NentliiK that thla O-ivernmenl
would be reMpniiNlhl.i for aomethlrTtf that
would iimount to lejmdlatlon. And mn
the Government does not admit tha»
anything Im being done that «t All
wavori. of repudiation. We do not aicree
that in -^ubiitance the condition which
thlM bill pioposeH is a Jepnriure f.om
the original bnrgHln bet'veeii ths
Kettle Valley and the Gii\ i-rninent to
build tlu' ITopo .Mountain rnllnay.

( suppose when this measure U
commented on In England, where th"
purchasers of sttmi. of these lantbi are
resident, much fault will b.. found with
th« Government because It has not
compelled the Kettle Valley Knllway to
iiblde by Its orltrlnal locinlon lines,

Mr, Speaker. If there Is fault with
the Government, which, of course, I do
not admit, there is still much more
fault to be found with the purchasers
of thiM oroperi.v. with the men who
would willingly enter Into the purchase
of a large property on the representa-
tions I have outlined. It srems to me
that ordinary Intelligence would
warnint the persons Interested In
ascertalnlnfr. right on the ipot and at
iirst hand from the Government and
the ra'tway company, positively where
the line was «olng to be. I cannot
agree that even If the line were built
there the land would he made productive
farm land, unless Nature In the first
liistani'e had made it so. I need not
discuss witl: you what you would
expect from land at an altitude of from
three to five thousand feet, but I can
ay that It Is not in the usual order
of things In British Columbia to find
valuable productive farir lands alwayi
> that elevation.

But If these lands are as the
Purchasers describe. If the productive
value attaches to them that is set up
(n the reports annexed to the brief of
lei.rned counsel, the fact that we shall
have two standard railways operatlnff
within measurable distance of them
win, to my mind, strengthen and
enhance their value. In the first
instance the lands were tn have the
direct service of the Kettle Valley road.
Under the proposals now before the


