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^" Right you were ! And then what did the gentleman

" Not to shout both at once." i

!> 'i !r'"°,!'.,*i'^
y® ^^^ ^^^' ''"'» lass—which gentleman?"

But the chjld IS uncertain on this point. Being pressed, she
admits atendre^e for the one caUed Soipio ; but it appears
that Bndgettioks has condemned him on account of his
Jaw, porating to a certain sententiousness of style, whiih has
already been in evidence in this stoiy. Her discrimination
of him as a Cure, too, will show those who are familiar with
the use of this term that she placed a low value on his
reneotions.

Her father, having certainly spoken with these two
gentlemen, felt some curiosity about what they could wantm TaUaok Street. His having spoken with them himself
had, of course, given them an interest for him he had not
felt before. But inquiry of a chUd not seven years old has
to be conducted cautiously. If too hard pushed, she will
mvent. " What did ye make out they came for, lassie ?"
he asked.,

"Spremises," was the reply, given with confidence.
But this seemed ill-grounded when she added, " What does
spremises mean, daddy 1"

''Houses with bills in the winder, lass. Sure! But
didn t they never say where they come from, nor what thev
wanted i" '

" Bridgettioks she knew."
" Where did she say they came from ?"

"Smallporks Hosp'ital." Jim wondered how on earth
Lizarann's friend had struck on this vein of invention, but
he only expressed the mUdest doubt of its accuracy lest he
should upset his informant. As it waa, ho disturbed her
slightly. " She ain't teUin' no Hes," she added.
"P'raps it wam't so bad as all that come to, lassie.
P rap 8 It was only Guy's or 'Tholomoo's «" But the Uttle
person was not prepared to accept any composition that
threw doubt on Bridgettioks. She might have questioned
her statements personally, even to the extent of calling her
a story But she felt bound to defend her, even against
her father. So she nailed her colours, so to speak, to the
Smallpox Hospital. That was to be the very hospital and


