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No. 19.

The followiiif^ letter is taken from the same congressional docu'

ment as the papeis in No. US,

—

Tuansi..

Mr. Livingston lo iMr. Madiwn, Secrdunj of State of /• • United

Slates, dated Pari% •2(Hh May, 180.3.

[extract.]

I called this mornin<^ upon M. Marbois for a farther explana-

tion on this subject, (the cession of Louisiana,) and to remind him

of his havin<5 told me that Mobile made a part of the c( ssion. He
told me that he had no precise idea on the subject, but tl at he knew

it tc> be an liistorioal fact, and on that only he had formed his opi-

nion. I asked him what orders hail been given to the prefect that

was to take possession, or wliat orders had been given by Spain as

to the boundary in ceding it. He assured me that he did not know,

but that he would make the inquiry atid let me know. At four

o'clock I called fur Mr, Monroe to take him to the minister for fo-

reign affair;-, but he was prevented from accompanying me. I asked

the minister what were the last bounds of the territory ceded to us;

he sai<l he did not know; we must take it as they had received it.

I asked him l-ow Spain meant to give them possession; he said ac-

cording to ;l:e vvords of the treaty, liut where did you mean to

taker I do not know. Then you mean ti»at we shall construe it

our own way.- I can give you no direction; you have made a no-

ble bargain for yourselves, and I suppose you will make the most

of it.


