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DaiiDg the two ot three years succeeding

the third return of Mr. LkVbUR, in December

1871, for South Grey, the Tory newspapers

troK one end of the Province to the other,

teemed with aitides abaaive of the OoTern-

ment, and the writer of this brochure, in refer-

ence to what was designated at the time as

the "Proton Outrage." The real facte of the

case were, however, little known beyond the

lirjiits of the Townships of Proton, Melauc-

thon, in the Oonnty of Grey, in the South

Riding of which the terrible election outrage

was said to havo occurred* The charges

rung throughout the land were, that the

author of thm small pamphlet, J. W. Lewis,

had been employed as an agent by the exist-

ing Boform (iDvernment, or Messrs. E. Blakk
and Mr.A. MoKkll&b, to lead the electors of

South Grey astray, to prejudice their minds

against Mr. Lacorb, the Conservative candi-

date, and in favor of the Reform candidate

Mr. Dickey cf Toronto, by false reprosenta-

tiona concerning the valuation which bad
boen put upon their lands, and by this

means defeat Mr. Ladder's ekcticn.

Hardly had Mr. Laddkb returned to tiie

House after his election in December, 187 1,

(he had been unseated after hJs election in

March, 1871) before the "Proton Outrage"

became the subject uf vindiotive and exclf.

ing discussion, on tha &oot of the Hou.ie as

well as ij tbe newspaper press. The Daily

Telegraph of Toronto, then the organ of the

Conservative Opposition, was filled with afii.

davits and comments on the "Proton Out-

rage," and Messrs. Blaeb and MoKellar as

well as the writer (Mr. Lbwh) their alleped

tool and agent, were all attaclced in the gross-

est, most ritapsrative and bitter languai^e

npoQ the floor of the House, by Messrs.

M. 0. Cambboh, Lacdbb, and other prominent

Ooaservatlves. It was clearly seen by all

thoae who reaUy knaw the facta^of the case,

|kAt tii9 ftttocks QpoB the QoVdtotae&t tsttd

the writer were made, not from honest oon>

Tiction or in the public interest, but as a

flimsy covering to hide the real culprits, M.
C. Camkroh, the leader of the Opposition,

and Mr. Laudbb, the member for South

Grey, from observation, and their own out-

rageous conduct in the South Grey election

from deserved chastisement. Their real ob-

jects were to damage the reputation of

the writer in public estimation by making

him appear as the dishonest tool of Me8( rs.

Blasb and McErllab and to cast unjust

odium upon theai by a accusing them of

employing, the most unworthy and despic-

eble means to defeat Mr. Ladobr'£\ election.

They succeeded but too well, in their first

object, but they signally failed in the

accompliebment of the second. Had the

Government of Mr. Mowat, however acted

with fairness and discretion, they would

have failed in both objects, and the result

would have been to establish the fact that

Messrs. CAMBRON|and Ladder, bad resorted

to the most reprehensible means, to carry

Mr. Ladder's election. But of that more

anon.

Here it may be proper to state how it was

that the writer become involved in the

South Grey election. During the Adminis-

tration of the Hon. John S. Maodonalo, great

complaints were made by the settlers ou the

Grown Lands, especially in the townships ot

Proton and Meianothon, in the County of

Grey, because the price fixed by the Govern-

ment, some years previously, at tbe time of

settletaeit, was f^r above the actual value of

the landb, which were in many cases of very

inferior quality ; and the consequence was tbe

settlers were hardly ablo to live upon their

clearing, much less to pay the instalments

to the Government as they fell due. The re-

sult of all this was that many of the settlera

were in erreavs to the Ctcmn Land Office. Mr.

MACDtffTAti&'s aov6raaeut^t>aflB8d an ^ot U»t


