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To the KING'S Moft Excellent MAJESTY.

7'he Petition of the FreehoUcrs and other Inba-

litants ot the MafiathufLtc's Bay, Rhode
IHand, &c. bcc. &c.

Most Humjbly Sheweth,

JL HAT the inhabitants of thcfc colonie?, nnajii-

moufly devoted wiili the wanncft lliitimcnts of duty and

afi'c'dtion to your Majff^y's i'acred plmTou and gov(.rnn»cnt,

inviolably attached to the pivlcnt happy crtahlilhmc-nt of

the proteftant futccflion in your ilKMtrious houfc, and

deeply fenfible of your royal attention to their profperity

and happincfs, humbly beg leave to approach the throne

by reprefenting to your Majcfly, That thcfe colonics were

originally planted by fubje^s of thcBritifh crown ; who,
animated with the fpirit of liberty, rncoura;^rd by vout*

Majefty's royal prcdeceflbrs, and confiding in tht.' publicic

faith, for the enjoyment of all the rights and liberties cf-

fential to freedom, emigrated from tlicir native country to

this continent, and by their fuccefsful perfevcranee in the

midfl of innumerable dangers and difliculties, together

with a profufion of their blood and treafure, have happily

added thefe vaft and valuable dominions to the -empire of

Great Britain.

That for the enjoyment of thefe rights and liberties,

fevcral governments were early formed in the faid colonies

with full power of legiflation, a^jreeablc to the principles

of the Englifli conftitution.
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