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Tn our own native land, in defence of tlie freedom tliat is our

birthright, and which we ever enjoyed 'till the hrc violntioo

of it-*for the proteAinn of our pro|«rry, acquired folely by ilu!

honeft induftry of our fore-fatliersandourfelves, aeainti violence

adhially offered, we have taken up arms. We flrill lay them
down when hottilities ihall ceafe on the parr of the ng^ref-

fors, and all danger of their being laiewed Ihall be removed,
and not before.

With an humble confidence in the mefcies of the fiipreme and
impartial Judgf and Ruler of the univerl'e, we molt devnutlv

implore his divine goodneffi to condud m happily throur;h

this great confliA, to difpofe our adverfaiics to reconcilation

on reafonable terms, and thereby to retieve rlic empire from

the calamitiesof civil war.'

By Order of Con OR fs,
^

r JOHN HANCOCK, Prefi.fcnt.

Attefted,

Charles Thompson, Secrtta>y,

PuiLAOBLPHiA, JulyGlk, 1775.
ots

The TWELVE UNITED COLONIES,
i By their Delegates in Congress, *"

)

To the Inhabitants of Great-Britain* f^ti

vft
Friends, Coitntrymem, andBRfiTnRBN f

?
:

-

BY thefe, and by every other appellation, that may defignate

the tics, which bind US to each otlier, we entreat your
ferJoui attention to this our fecond attempt, to prevent their

dinblution.—-K(membrance uf former friendfhips,—pride in the

glorious atchicv(ments of our con^mon nnceflo/.s, and nife^ion
for the heirs of their virtues, have hitherto preferved our mu-
tual connection.—-~-But when that fricndHiip is violited by the

grotTed injuries ; when the pride of anccftry becomes our re-

proach, and we are no otherwife allied than as tyrints and
flaves, when reduced to the melancholy alternative of rcnounc>
ing your favor, or our freedom—can we hefitate about th^

choice ? Let the fpirit of Britons determine.
In a former Addfcfs, we afferted our Rights, and ihted the

injuries we had tben received. We hoped, that the mention of

our wrongs, would liave roufcd that lioneft indignation, whicfi

has
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