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cuinftances,wns confirmed by letters from C )nriil

Bi'rtles o^Gtfwa, dated tlie 17th and 26th of
ynniiary\ and reo'ived by iMr. Fox on the 4th
and 1 ith of Fehruan\ «ind by all the following

advices from all parts relative to the dcltination

of the armaments in tlie Ibuthern provinces of

France,
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That notwlthflanding thefe advices after

hoflilities had commenced even in Europe-,

there being but four incompleat regiments and

one company of the artillery in Minorca^ forty

two officers of which were abfent ; there being

but two men q{ war of the line and five fri-

gates, under Mr. Edgecombe in the j. diter-

rciJieaUy and the garrifon fliort of provifions for

a fcige ; neither flores, ammuniton, provifions,

officers belonging to the garrifon, recruits, for

the four regiments ready raifcd, or miners, or

any additional troops were fcnt to the ifland,

nor our fquadron in the Meditcrraneaji aug-

mented, until Admiral Bw7 (ailed on the 6th

of April I 7^6, with no more fliips of the line,

than, by the moft early and autnentick intelli-

gence, the government were fure would fail

from ^ou'oiu even if Mr. E^dgecoTube's fquadron

joined Mr. Byng ; wliich was quite uncertain ;

and without any more troops tnan what be-

longed to the four regiments of the garrifon,

except one r-^giment, who were to ferve as ma-
rines in the fleet, and an order for a batallion to

be taken on board at Gibraltar, which could
- --- not


