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Vfetk she was aired with fires ; and when this couM
not be done, she was sn)6ked witli giin*powder,
mixed with vinegar or water. They had also, fi-e-

quently, a fire made in an iron pot, at the bottom o£

the well, which was of great use in purifying the

air in the lower purts of the ship. To this, and to

cleanliness, as well in the ship as amongst tiie peo-
ple, too great attention cannot be paid ; the least

neglect occasions a putrid and disagreeable smell

below, which nothing but fires will remove.
Captain Cooic concludes liis account of this his

second voyage round the world as follows

:

*• It doth not become me to say how far the prin-

cipal objects of our voyage have been obtained^

Though it hath not abounded with remarkable
events, nor been diversified by sudden transitions of

fortune ; though my relation of it has been njorc

employed in tracing our course by sea, than in re-

cording our operations on shore; this, perhaps, is a
circumstance from which the curious reader may in-

fer, that the purposes for which we were sent into

the southern heqiisphere, were diligently aiKl effcc*

tually pursued* Had we found oiit a continent tliere,

we might have been better enabled 'to gratify curi-

osity ; but we hope our not having found it, aftej* all

our persevering researches, will leave less room for

future speculation about unknown worlds remaining
to be explored.
" But whatever may be the public judgment about

other matters, it is with real satisfaction, and with-

out claiming any merit but of attention to my duty,*

that I can conclude this account with an observation,

which facts enable me to make, that pur having dis-

covered the possibility of preserving health amongst
a numerous ship's company, for such a length of

time, in such varieties of climate, and amidst such

continued hardships and fatigues, will make this

voyage remarkable in the opinion of every benevo-

lent person, when the disputes about a Southern

Continent shall have ceased to engage the attentioOi

And to divide the judgment of Pliilosophers."
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