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bable, if Capt. Gierke, by coveting to

make the land to the Southward, fhould

have fallen into the like error, which
Barentz acknowledges hefell into 5 name-
ly, approaching too near the land of Nova
Zembla. By this means, Barentz was fo

hemmed in between the main body of

ice and the land, that he could never af-

terwards difengage himfelf from it; nor

could he keep his defired Northerly

courfe. This miftake was the overfet-

ting of the voyage of the boldeft and

braveft feaman that ever combatted the icy

regions or the Northern blafts : for, though

he did not fucceed in three expeditions,

which he undertook for the accomplifli-

ment of his long-fought voyage
j yet, as

Grotius obferves, he is worthy to be rank-

ed with Vefpucius and Columbus, and, I

will venture to add, with all other great

difcoverers and navigators. But to pro-

ceed in my conjedlures.


