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IN-

fit^iTisH coLkUmaiA.

Herbert Speiicor, in liis "Data of ?^tliii'8," teaches that

the <]jreatest good for the greatest imnihcr is of more im-
|)or.aiico than the greatest good lor the individual; that

!ieh>re the chiims of the unit eonie those ofthe nation; if the

two work harnionionsly, 8o mucli tlie better, hut in an}' case

the nation demands the prior consideration.

One of the chief duties and desires of a people is to

keep itself in a good condition qt liealth. mental and jdiysi-

cal, tlie same desire also obtains with individuals ; the two
fact(*rs can work harmonioush' on this point.

So strong is the desire for health and strength (and

man is so ulmndantly endowed with pity and syni|);ithy),

that the necessity tor taking care of the sick, relieving

their pains, healing their wounds, and averting for a time
the h.and of death, brought into being at an enrly period of
the world's history, a distinct c.illing, or proti'ssion, now
represented by the every-day medical practitioner.

The same desire on the part of tiie nation has resulted

in the various legislative l)odies enacting laws for tho pur-

pose of iniprovinir the hygienic surroundings of the i»eople

they gove:-n, as witness in this connection the laws compelling
vaccination, the removal of sewage, the isolation of cases of
infectious disease, the sanitary arrangements of dwellings,

the appointing inspectors of imisances and officers of health,

the establishment of quarantine stations, etc., all having in

view the prevention ot disease; all practical illustrations ot

the desire of various peoples to be in a healthy condition.

To ensure proper care for the sick and injured, laws hiive

been passed regulating the practice of medicine and surgery.

That the latter laws are absolutely necessary is beyond
question, since it must be conceded that a proper degree of

training is essential to enable any individual to successfully

and intelligently cope with disease, even in its simplest


