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JPMD, <ff t)xe engineer who was era-

itiilbyad laist year in determining the

brootlblo boundary lino betwuou Brilii^h

Oolijitnbia and Alasku, and nlsto a

capy'of bis instructions, with a copy of

tbo treaty or convonlioii iMtlwoun (iroiil

Bfitain and RuvHin respecting the said

boundary. He said he c^nHidered that

this inlbrmation ought to be placed in

the SosHional Papers, to give every

hon. member of this House a clear idea

Of our relations with the United Slates,

Ho far as the boundary line of Alaska

was boncemed. It was necessary that

tbis bouni^ary should be defined, to

prevent a conflict in the civil and cri-

V Inall jurisdiction of the two countries.

jihiBr« waj at this momevta great ex-

oitementiu British Columbiarwith res-

peolfc to mining, and valuable quartz

ioA^B had been found on the Alaska
MiAs of the boundary. If, at any time

ll«reaAer, quai-tz lodes were found

natle the supposed boundary, it might
Oceate more or less excitement of an
trnttleasant character between the two
CoUDtriett. It was necessary that, in

'connection with the boundary, on the

3ti<}keen Biver more particularly, an
uvj^ngement should be made between
the two Governments to deter-

loius a certain {k>int as the

limit of their respective juris-

dictioQB. He was assured that at

the American town of Wrangel, situated

opposite the mouth of the Stickeen

luvQr in Alaska, sales were made to

men employed on the British side of
the SliicBeen during the year, to the
amount^ inrotind numbers, of $100,000

WQLtk of merchandize. When be
drew the attention «# the Government,
and especially of the hon. the Siinister

of Customs, the other day, to t>.) duties
paid at Stickeen, it was with the view
of aacert»iuing whether some evidence
could be obtained to corroborate the
i|tatement made to him by steamboat
G(ipt*i|iB astothetradeontheSiickeen.
By the non-definition of the boundary,
•veo topiporarily, by the two Govern-
ment9, this tnule was thrown into

American hands instead of into British

Columbia hands. He was atisured that,

if the boundary proposed by Mr.
Hunter who was sent there by the
Government last year, v. ore adopted,
and a Customhouse station n[ao«d
th«r«, Canadian steamships would

proceed there, and the miners who
visited them during the winter season,

would make t'auir headquarters on the

British side of the line. As the matter
was now, they were really contributing
lo build u|j llio American side and to

the supiM)rt of American Nteamers
passing from Portland to Alaska and
carrying Oregon produce, insteail of

British steamers which might pass
l! 1 ujh the mouth of the Stickoen
iutc itish Columbian territory. He
hope 1 the Government would bring
do>/n Mr. Hunter's report and maps,
and ai.y additional information, which
would sho., the outline of Alaaka in

front oi' British territory, the inJiand

ir !uccd.

Mn. BUN8TBR, in rising to second
this motion, said it would have afi^brded

him much great*»' pleasure if the mo-
tion had been for tLo purchase of
Alaska. Hon. gentlemen might laugh,
but looking at the matter f^om a na-
tional point of view, he fully meant
what he said, from his knowledgtt of
the country, that the territory of
Alaska possessed a more genial clime
than Ottawa, notwithstanding its lati-

tude, while its natural resouities and
capabilities were more valuable than
people had any idea of As early as the
months of January and February, gap-
dening operations were commenced. He
questioned very much if they could do
that in Ottawa. Vegetation was rapid
during the summer season j but hb
must acknowledge not so rapid as h^re
at .the Capital. When hon. members
of this House sneered at Alaska, ha
had a right to speak from his own per-

sonal knowledge, and tell them they
were mistaken ; and the day was not
far distant when, from the geographi-
cal position of this country, they would
SCO the force of his remarks on this

subject. They could not but recognize
the great fact, that British Columbia
was the centre of the British Empire,
between Auittralasia, Durope and Ca-
nada. Hence, he felt that that Pro-
vince occupied a proud position ; and
that it was the duty of every British

Columbian to keep his fellow country-
men here well informed on British
Columbia. He remembered when Sir
John A. Macdonald brought British
Columbia intp the Union, much to her
detrimentj because the oontraot


