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energies, political as "vvell as religious, of a strong and great-hearted

people, and by "vvliich Laud and his confederates, when they had

apparently overcome resistance in England, were, as Miltcjii says, '' more

robustionsly liandled." If the Scotch auxiliaries did not win the

decisive battle of ^larston Moor, they enabled the English Parliamen-

tarians to tight and Avin it. During the dark days of the Restoration

English resistance to tyranny was strongly supported on the ecclesi-

astical side by the martyr steadfastness of the Scotch, till the joint

effort triumphed in the Revolution. It is singular and sad to find

Scotland afterwards becoming one vast rotten borough, managed in

the time of Pitt by Dundas, who paid the boroughmongers by appoint-

ments in India, with calamitous consequences to the poor Hindoo.

But the intensity of the local evil, perhaps, lent force to the revulsion,

and Scotland has ever shice been a distinctly Liberal element in

British politics, and seems now likely to lead the way to a complete

measure of religious freedom.

Nature, to a great extent, fore-ordained the high de-stiny of the

larger island ; to at least an equal extent she fore-ordained the sad

destiny of the smaller island. Irish history, studied impartially, is a

grand lesson in political charity ; so clear is it that in these deplorable

annals the more important part Avas played by adverse circimistance,

the less important by the malignity of man. That the stronger nation

is entitled by the law of force to conquer its Avcaker neighbour and to

govern the conquered in its OAvn iatei'ost is a doctrine which civilized

morality abhors. But in the days before civilized morality, in the

days when the only law was that of natural selection, to Avhicli philo-

sophy by a strange counter-revolution seems now inclined to return,

the smaller island was almost sure to be conquered by the possessors

of the larger, more especially as tlie smaller, cut off from the Continent

by the larger, lay completely Avithin its grasp. The map, in short,

tells us plaiidy that the destiny of Ireland Avas subordinated to that of

Great Britain. At the same time, the smaller islatid being of consider-

able size and the channel of considerable breadth, it Avas likely that

the resistance Avould be tough and the conquest slow. The unsettled

state of Ireland, and the half-nomad condition in Avhicli at a compara-

tively late period its tribes remained, Avould also help to protract the

bitter process of subjugation; and these again were the incAdtable

results of the rainy climate, which, Avhile it clothed the island Avith

green and made pasture abundant, forbade the cultivation of grain.

Ireland and Wales alike appear to haA'^e been the scenes of a precocious

civilization, merely intellectual and literary in its character, and clos(dy

connected Avitli the Church, though including also a bardic element

derived from the times before Christianity, the fruits of which Avere

poetry, fantastic laAv-making, and probably the germs of scholastic

theology, combined, in the case of Ireland, Avith missionary enterprise

and such ecclesiastical architecture as the Round ToAvers. But cities


