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It svemn ti> liiive boen generally consUlenHl that them blgher prices were only

wnr prircsi, timl timt, at the clow> of Iiostilitles. the value of metala woald drop at

least to norinnl. If not IhMow. C"<(niH>quently, as the duration of the war w«« not

exiH-i-teil to Ih> very lone, tliiwe mines not prepiireil to make a production In the near

future could not e.\|ie< t to profit by lilgher prices, and, ns capital wag in demand for

otlit-r pur|Mise», the amount available for development was very slight.

The result hiis lieeu that actual pi ilncers increased their output*, but few new
ones iH'Kau a prcxiuction, so that the aHOnt 0( MW lIllllllulWMJUt dOM thWWUhotlt

the year has Ihhmi U-ss than normal.

In British C'oltmibla the rtHTultlng sergeant has found sui 'i ready resiMiuse from

the prosiHH-tiirs and miners that prosiH-ctlng Is practically at a standstill and is left

to those t(M) old to 1h' ac<i'ptc<i for military MT\-ice or <itlicrwlse dls(pnilifle(l.

(tf all the na-tals priHluctHl in Hrltlsh Columbia, silver was the only one the

price of which was not r;il?cd by the war. for the reason that it Is not used In war

mnterial!<. despite the old snylnc tliat " wars are won with sliver bullets." On the

ooBtiary, the prli-«> of silver fell off very considerably; In 101,1 the lirk'C of sliver In

Xew York varied l>etwwn Kt and 57.8 cents, averaging for the year 59,8 cents; In

1014 the average price for the >-ear wa* 54,8 CMtw, lAite tvt IMS Om aTenf* |Wte*

for the yetir was only 49,7 events.

Tills low price of silver acted as a deterrent to production In many of the silver-

lead mii:cs of the Sloi'an. .\lnswortli. and Nelson Divisions, the <»res of which contain,

on the nvcr.iKe. almut twlw the value In silver that they do In lead.

To sliirtv the effect of this drop In silver values in these Plvislon-s. using the

lead proiluced as au Indicator, as tlie proiMirtiiais of lead and sliver are fairly con-

tant ill our sateim ores, Alnsworth produced In 1015 only about one-third as much

lead aa lii 1014, Skiean produced about 00 per cent, (but here the ores of the larger

propertie* carry m> mmft Bine that them waa a tHroOt in that metal), while in the

Nelnm DItMob tike lead oirtpst in 1M5 waa «dr aboM hatf that «t the pterloM

jear.

The output of silver in 1015 is estiaiaM aa being 92SS,T<M less than la the

iwecedtng year.

Tlie TartoM metala and ttieir ptodnctiim are reviewed in detilB lat«r In this

report, but It might be noted here that the following table shows the grass value of

the metallic minerals recovered as being |30MB,(B«, Which represents an locreoae

over last year of over |5,(KXM)0a a pereentace increase ef aheot M per cent, WhicA

la certainly a matter of congrataiation.

It might farther be pointed oat that the metanifenras oatpot for 1015 wnaM
appear to be the greatest In the htatary of mining in the Province, being mora Oum
10 |ier cent, greater than in tbe former record year of 1012.

With the exceptlMi of silver, ivhicii hM already been comsMtcd upon, ail tta

other metals show a material Increase. Coal, however, Aowa a very iMavy fama^
off—about fnS5,000: while bnlldlng nMterlab^ etc., appear tn Indicate a dtcreasa

of 11,352,017, or nearly 50 per cent, of the prerloos year's output.

These two latter Items are not an Index of mining, proiierly siteaking, but sre

Inftueiii'iHl by the general Industrial and fln-inchil state of the Province, as thsy ars

t" all lnlciil» iiiul purposes for home consumption and not for export.

The features of the year are the very gr«>at ln<Teases In the copiier and «lne

jiroilncllons, and. as the prices of iioth these metals swm to show no Indication of

i.iiis (itK icasc. while the present developments of tlie pro|s>rtlcs give reason to

cx|M>ct further large Increases In lillO, there Is every cause to lielieve that the coming

year will Is' a rei'ord one as far as the metalliferous mines are concerned.

It is to l)e noted that this past year the value of the coi)per-output is practically

.VI |»'r cent, of tliiit of the cross nietiilllferoiis production of the Province.

It Is a matter of congratulation also that jslnc Is now iielng reflncd in the Prov-

ince—aa dea<'rlbed Inter—and there Is every prospect that within a Short time copper

win also be refined here, thus enabling as to tfilp these (wodiicta In a marltetaMa


