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APPENDIX

then it would l>c but n [)oor and weak substitute for

that splendid orf,'anizali<)n which Ihe Em|)ire alreacly

possesses, and which has been evolved and built up by
centuries of the most searchinf,M'xi)erienceand tliehij,'h-

cst endeavour. Is there really any need that we should
undertake the hazardous and costly experiment of

building up a ntival organization especially restricted

to Canada when upon just and self-respecting terms
we can take such part as we desire in naval defence
through the existing naval organization of the Emi)ire,

and in that way can fully and effectively avail ourselves

of the men and the resources at the command of

Canada ?

Wliere shall these ships be built? They will be built

under Admiralty supervision in the United Kingdom
for the reason that, at present, there are no adecjuate

facilities for constructing them in ('anada. The addi-

tional cost of construction in Canada would be about
twelve million dollars for three, and it would be impos-
sible to estimate the delay. No one is more eager than
myself for the development of the shipbuilding indus-

tries in Canada, but we cannot, upon any business or
economic considerations, begin with the construction

of Dreadnoughts, and especially we could not do so

when these ship.i are urgently required within two or three

years at the outride for rendering aid upon which may
depend the Empire's future existence.^ According to my
conception, the effective development of the shipbuild-
ing industries in Canada must commence with small

beginnings and in a businesslike way. I have discussed

the subject with the Admiralty, and they thoroughly
realize that it is not to the Empire's advantage that all

shipbuilding facilities should be rcncentrated in the

* The italics are not in the original.


