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the stocks on hand of cither the nighest or
lower grades. The demand for the better

walitics was on the whole a fairly good one,
while but little of the lower qualitivs is called
for. ‘Tho following are the dealers’ quotations:
gilt edgo 22¢c; prime dairy 20 to 2lc¢ ; mediums
13 to 1Gc; low grades 8 to 10c.

BACON,

A steady busiress was transacted during the
week, tite demand, however, not being over
active, and apparently only to sapply immedic.te
necessities, such as tha wants of lumbcimen

oing irto che woods, Prices are quoted by
5ealcrs' as follows : dry salt 74sto9, according
to s'ze of lots ; amoked 9 to 10c ; 10lls from 11
to 12¢, and breakfast bacon 11 to 12¢.

ITAMS,

The demand has continued fairly active all
through the week, with a good average of sales.
Local cured of which thece is & pleutiful supply
on the market sells steadily at 13¢, while eest-
ern aro quoted at 133c.

MESS PORK.,

Busioess bas continued rather quiet dwming
the week, sales being few und confined to 2 few
barrels which changed hanus ut $I5 L0 $15.50.

MESS BEEF,

No improvement is reported in this market,
there beiag little or no demand, aund the quoti-
tions may still be considered as nominally §15.

LARD,

A fairly actize demand coutinued ia this
market during the week, sales being fully up
to a good average, for the local product at
$2.25 aud $2.40 for imported.

DRESSED HOGS.

The reccipts are reported as having been
good during this veek with prices uncaanged,
dealers’ still paying €3, this, however, sceming.
ly being the outside figure given.

MINNEAPOLIS.

The markets on ‘change have been weak and
feveriah the pest six days, fluctuatioss being 8o
slight as not to deserve notice. Some days
were marked by rather active trading, but the
sample tables have been loaded down and the
closc of cach session saw wnost of the sawmples
carricd bach intact, uvecessitaling a more than
usuzl amount of peddlivgafter hours. No. 2
northern and grades below that bave not been
wanted, business being confined to the high
grades, with at times active inquiry for rouad
lots of No. 1 hard, Sentiment is divided as to
the future.  May wheat has many friends at
present figures, Lut few of those who say it is
good property now ave willinz to invest much
cashinit. The general opinion scems to be
thav » crisis is approaching—a Dbitter stiuggle
between bulls and bears for supremacy—which
snuat result in an advance or decline of fully
five cents before the year is out. At preseut
the Lears reem to be getting the best of it and
talk about a five or ten cent decline is heard on
all sides. *“I am a Dear,” said a proninecat
miller to-day. *The fact is, the wheat market
is troubled with o bad case of constipation. If
wo could get prices down to an export basis
and dump about ten williors of out visible suj.
ply, confidence would be restored, wheat s md
flour would advance, and we could all do busi-
ucsa. I dont sco any other way out of the hole
cxcept throvgk the highly improbable interpos-
ation of war oc widespread damage to tho win-
ter whuat.”

Tho highwst and lowest wheat prices by
grade 02 *chengo dering the week ending to-

day, closing prices, and the prices oue year
ngo were :

Dee. 18.
Whess,  Highesc. Lowest. Closing, 1584
No.lhaed . 904 .. 89 .. 89§ 69}
1 north’a 54 . 8 .. S84} 64
o2 .. 18 .. 753 .. I8 60

Futures showed rather more activity, May 1
hard opening at 98¢, sold down to 95jc, and
closed at 963 May 1 noctbern opeaed at 90c,
sold up to 92, and closed at 905c. Coarse grains
wese quict, corn closing at 42¢, oats at 28 to
29¢ bavley, by sample st 45 to Tic, and vye
« 049 to dlc.

MiLLsturrs- Has been fairly active and in
better supply, bulk bran closing at $7.30 to 8.50,
and shorts at §5.50 to 9.50.

Frour—The flour market continues weak
acd dull, with little business doiog. Iuquiry
is on off:rs which connot be accepted without
heavy loss, except ia rave cases, buyers taking
only «nough to keep up slim stocksiu the nwore
active grades, cnd fighting for concessions every
time.  *¢ We received some cable offe:s to-day,”
said a miller, ¢ which were absolutely the low-
est aad weanesy ot the year.  We cannot think
of accepting such figures, for the absolute ‘oss
would be at least 50¢ per suck. ‘Lhe time has
not come for muking 80c flour out of 90¢ wheat.”

Quotations for car or round lots at the mills
21¢ as follows : Patents, $4.70 to §5.00 straights
£4.50 to 4.75; first bekers’, §3.75 to4.00; second
bakers'. $3.25 to 3.0 ; best low grades, $2.20
to §2.33, in bags; 1ed dog, $1.60 to §1.70 in
bays.

Thiese quotations are on four in barrels, except as
stuted. "}he rule Is to discount 3(¢ per bLl for 250 and
1401b Jute bags, 20c for 951b cotton sacks, 15¢ for 49ib
cotton sachs, .Oc for 234t cotton sacks, and 20c {ar 491b
paper sacks.

4s last week diew to = close, the water pow-
er gradually improved, and by Saturday the
mills in operation had a very good head to run
with  The number of mills ruaniug was in.
ereased to eleven before tne week was out, and
the flour production veached 47,547 bbls—aver-
aging 11,249 Lbls daily—against 12,607 bbls
the preceding week. and 142,850 blls for the
corresponding period in 1884, By Monday the
water in the canals had reached s very fair
stage, and four more mills were started up,
making fifteen iu operation at the present time,
with a working capacity of zbout 20,000 bbls
daily. Ove of these, making 1,200 bbls, will
Le stopped Saturday or sooner.  There is a dis-
position to run the others through to Christimas
or New Year's, and ufter that millers canuot
say what they will do. At present no steam
is being used, the water being sufficiently high
to drive the mills that waat to run.  Although
sone of the flous output is being placed in store,
more of it is being shipped as usual, the mills
scemiag to have a fair nwinber of orders to fill,
The flour market vules dull, though some mill-
crs report a little bettev dewand at former
prices.

The following were the receipts at and ship-
monts from Minncapolis for the weeks coding
on the dates given:

RECEIUTS.
Dec. 15, Dec. 8. Dee. 1.
Wheat, bus .. 589,650 373,650 607,640
Flour, bbls .. 420 715 575
Millstuff, tons 2 116 205

SUHIPMENTS,

Dec, 15, Dee. 8. Dec. 1.
84,560 127,650 222,320
Flour, bbls 49,657 14,825 28,258
Millstuff, tons .. 1,528 915 1,464

The wheat in store in Minncapolis clevators,
as well as the stock at St. Paul and Duluth, is
hown in the appended table:

Wheat, bus

MINNFAPOLIS,

Dee. 14, Dec.7.
No. ! hard . .. 2,970,320 2,797,818
No. 2 hard 7,078 7,078
No.l .. .. 51,300 51,935
No. 1 Northern .. 1,882,718 1,818,025
No.2 .. .. 7,436 YR K]
No. 2 Northern 777,126 755,208
No. 3 5,384 5,385
Rejected 79,420 75,124
Special bins 1,355,303 1,205,628
Total 6,431,085 6,242,637

ST. PAUL.
Dec. 16. Dec. 9.  Dec.2.

in elevators,

bush 1,232,000 1,232,000 1,08),700

DULUTH.
Dee. 14, Dee. 7. Nov. 30.
Ia store, bush 4,650,990 3,835,705 1,947,945
—Northwestern Miller.

CHICAGO.

A broken market was agaiu the expericuce of
waeat on lhe opening of the first day of this
weck, evidently influcuced to some eatent by
the dull forergn cables, which were dishearten-
ing to the bLulls, these latest advices shiowing
that the Liverpool market was lower ard said
to bein a swte of staguation.  In addition to
all ihis, there was the belief thot Tuesday’s
postings would show an iucrease of from 500,
000 to 1,000,000 bushels in the visible supply,
while there is the old Board of Trade trudition
that .1} markeis must cuse off just before and
during the holiday scasor.  This, however, is
not unexpected and is influcncing many tiaders
on the lorg side to g~t out of the marlet for the
present, so that the bearish element encounter-
cd very litile opposition, and were evidently
able to wanipalate affaivs to their own liking.
During alinost the whole of the week matters
were in an unscttled state, at times showing av
upward tendency with good transactions and
strong markets, but never able to hold any ad-
vances gained a3 foreign advices generally were
always of an unfavorable tenor, there being no
other featwie able to sustain it. Corn was very
quict and lifeless all through with no specula-
tive trading of any accoant. Oats also wasa
slow article in which a weak fecling prevuiled.
Pork aud land, though considerable interest was
manifested in them ab times, also suffered a
declice.

On Monday the wheat market again broke,
falling off fully ¢ before noon. Foreign ad
vices were dull and very disheartening to the
bullish clemcent, the latest advices from liver.
pool being that wheat there was lower and
stagnent, while there was a belief that the post.
ings of tho next day would show an increase,
in the visible supply. In addition to all thia



