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the states tbat have progressed in suiel degree as thih, are in a
noticeable niinority. lmiouri is witli the minority. Massaehu-
mette wua the pioneer state in public utility reguiation. She
rassed a law ini 1885, of limited beneflt, but it wau the initial
step.. She stopped with that step, however, and flot even the
hard two year 's figlit made in that state by the progressives
under (4overmor Fou las been able to move her to, further action.

In 1905, New York establislied a commission to, regulate
gas and electrie rates. And the sme year, LaFollette 's figlit of
severel years in Wisconsin, resulted in the establishiment of a
railroad commission.

In 1907, bath New York and Wisconsin took a long step for-
ward an<i piaced the full control of ail publie utilîties in the
commissions already established. In Wisconsin, the commis-
sion retained its titie of the " railroad commission " aud we have
the anomaly of finding controi of gaz, water and el-atric com-
panies, telegrapli and telephone companies vested in a railroad
commission.

In 1909, the agitation for state commissions was nationaliy
general and was generally fruitesa. Bis were introduced in
moat state legisiatures and everywhere faiied of passage. In
Connecticut and New Jersey, the dernand was especially insist-
ent. In New York, the best efforts of Gov. Hughes only resulted
lu the appaintment of a comniittee to consider the placing of
telegrapli aud telephone companies under control of the com-
mission and to report ini 1910.

In 1910, New Jersey and Maryland fell into line, aud New
York extended the coutrol af lier commission to include the fele-
graph and telephone companies. The New Jersey law, as iniglit
lie expected, wus -eak. The Maryland Iaw, on the contrary, was
caref illy drawu ta includo the beet of the New York and 'Wis-
eonsin iaws aud is probabiy the beet law on the -subj oct that ie
on the statute books of any state to-day.

In 19,11, the harvest was ripe. New Hampshire, Kansas,
Ohio, Oregon and Washington ail established commissions.
And in llinois, Iowa and Peuinsylvania, the bis were intra-
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