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Foramen o! Monro--an aperture iu
the. deptiis o! the. mammalian brain.
Alexanier Monro secuudus--for his
fatiier and his son were both Profess-
ors snd Alexanders-was an original
member of tiiat band of thinkers, the
Edinburgh Phulosophicai, the precur-
sor o! the. Royal Society. Tiie naxue o!
Monro is known wherever Ânatomy is
studied. As members of !Idinburgii
Society during our epocli and ou the.
periphery rather than at the centre
of the. sientifie circle xnay b. men-
tioued the. brothers Combe. George
anxd Andrew Combe were both boru in
Edinuw!h and both crossed the. cen-
tury, dyiug respectively lu 1847 aud
1858. Tbey were both ardent piirenol-
ogistsand helped te found the. Edin-
burgii Phrenological Society. At this
distance o! time w. have littie ides
iiow much phrenology bulked in the.
il!e o! Edinburgii aud Glasgow during
the. first twenty years of the. nineteentii
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memorable "once"?I Memorable, in-
deed, it was for Scott, the. boy of fif-
teen; and he was flot uxiaware of the.
interest of that meeting one evening in
1787 at the Sciennes House, old Pro-
fessor Adamu Ferguson's. The place,
tiiough greatly altered, i. not utterly
demolished even now. Edinburgh was
the. spot selected by chance for tis
intersection of the orbits of tiiese two
literary lumnaries; but it has flot ai.
ways been thus--Goetiie and Scott, for
instance, thougli they wrote te each
other, never met.

Society in Edinburgii at the time
of which we are thinking was distin-
gnisiied not only for its intellectual
brilliance but for the sparkle of its wit
and the spontaneity o! itfi conviviality.
At simple tea-drinkings, the. flrst in-
tellects i Europe were exehanging
ideas that were to mould iiumanity.

We can take an ice to-day at a pop-
ular eonfectiouerý's in a large upper
rooxu in a house ini Princes Street
wiiiehis j capable of being thus des-
cribed by a daughter of oue of its
former owuers: «Well do I remember
the drawing-room. in Princes Street
wlth its mirrors between the. windows
and thp, lftrsc rniind tp.aqtsihlh in thp


