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the court of Spain during the reigns of Pliilip III. and
Philip IV. From tlicfc I have learned many curious par-

ticulars with rcfpccl to the interior ftate of the Spanifh

colonies, and the variour, fchemcs formed for their im-
provemcnr. As this Collection of Memorials formerly

belonged to the Colbert Library, I have quoted them by
that title.
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All thofe books and manufcripts I have confulted

with that attention, which the refpe^l due from an Au-
thor to tlie Public required ; and by minute references to

them, I have endeavoured to authenticate whatever Ire-

late. The longer I reflec^L on the nature of hiftorical com-

pofition, the more I am convinced that this fcrupulous ac-

curacy is necefTary. The hiflorian wdio records the events

of his own time, is credited in proportion to the opinion

which the Public entertains with refpecT: to his means

of information and his veracity. Pie who delineates the

tranfa(5lions of a remote period, has no title to claim

afTent, unlefs he produces evidence in proof of his afPer-

tions. Without this, he may write an amuling tale, but

cannot be faid to have compofed an authentic hiftory.

In thofe fentiments I have been confirmed by the opinion

©f an author ', whom his induftry, erudition, and dif-
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