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speeches were made in the Legislature pledging the

State to action, and teeming with abuse of England,

as if the meditated spoliation had been accomplished by
her in Maine, instead of being contemplated by Maine

at the expense of England. GU)yemor Lincoln called

out the militia, and marched it to the frontier, to

show that he was in earnest; and the leaders of

the movement arranged to take possession of the ter-

ritory by filibusters, while the militia stood by. It

was thought that Sir Howard would be too fright-

ened to act; but they rather hoped that he might

be provoked to march up the troops, in which

case they would contrive to bring on a conflict, and

so give their proceedings a cover. This design was

intrusted to a rufifian named Baker, worthy of his

employers; and he did not content himself with

violating the territory, but burst into a British settle-

ment, which he declared to be a part of the United

States, and hoisted the American flag in token of

sovereignty. Such an irruption struck the settlers

with amazement, but they knew where to seek protec-

tion, and sent a report of the occurrence to Sir Howard,

judging it better to remain passive themselves, that

they might not fetter his action.

The despatch of a messenger caused no alarm to

Baker, who warned his friends on the frontier, and

watched for the appearance of the English troops,

whom he expected to be hurried to the spot. But

Sir Howard was not to be taken in a trap, and he

followed his own course without allowing for Ame-
rican magnificence. He made such arrangements that

he could bring up all his force at a moment if the

militia crossed the border ; but everything was done
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