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lying bolwccii the Rocky MoiintHins and the Pacific Ocean. They
declined the proposal made oi! tliis subject by the American Plenipo-
tentiary, and annexed to the 12th piotocol, because it would sul)stan-

tially have the effect of limitini; tlic clainjs of their (lovernment to a
degree inccntsistent, as they thought, uith the credit and jnst inter-

ests of tlie nation. Alter much discussion and mutual explanation
of the claims on eacli side, wheji taken in their lull extent, it was
agreed that, following the exam[»le given by the American Plenipo-

tentiary ill his proposal, it would be advisable to attempt a settlement

on terms of mutual convenienre, setting aside, for that purpose, the

discordant principles on which the lespective claims were founded.
Whereuj>on, the British IMenii)otent4iiries stated, in general terms,

that they were ready eitlier to agree on a boundary line, to be drawji
due west from the Uocky Mountains, ah^ng the 49tli parallel of lati-

tude, to the northeastej'nmost branch of the Columbia or Oregon Iti-

ver, and thence, down the middle of that river, to the ocean, or to

leave the third article of the convoition of 1818 to its natural course.

The American Plenipotentiary, in remarking upon the boundai-y,

declared his utter inability to accede to it; but finding tliat tfie line

olfered in his formei* j)roposal, was considered wholly inadmissable

by the IJrilish Plenipotentiaries, said that, in the hope of adjusting

Mie question, he would so far vary his former line to the south, as to

<;onsent that it should be the 49th, instead of the 51st degree of north

latitude.

In the course of the conference, the American Plenipotentiary

stated, ihat he was instructed to insist on the principle, that no part

of the American continent was henceforward to be open to colonization

from £uro|)e. To explain this principle, he stated that the indepen-

dence! of the late Sjianish provinces precluded any new settlement

within the limits of their respective jurisdictions : that the United

States claimed tiie exclusive sovereignty of all the territory within

the parallels of latitude which include as well the nn)uth of the Co-

lumbia as the heads of that i-ivcr, and of all its tributary streams: and

that, with resjiect to the whole of tlie reujaimier of tnat coiitinent not

actually o( cupied, the I'owers of Eui-ope weiv deliarred from making

new settlements, by the claim of tlio United States, as derived under

tlieir title fi'om Spain.

The British I'hMupotentiarlcs asserted, in utter denial of the above

jirinciple, that tliej considered the unoccupied parts of America j.ist

as much open as heretofore, to colonization by (.ri-eat lii-itain. as we'll

as by other Europeiin Powers, agreeably to the conventi(m of IT'JO,

between tlie Briti.sh and Spanish Governments, and tliat the United

Slates would have no right whatever to take umbrage at the c'-lab-

lishment of new colonies iVom Europe in any sudi parts of the Ame-

I'ican contitient.

The Hi'itish Plenipotentiaries added, that they felt themselves more

particularlv called upon to express their distinct denial of the ]|)rin(iple

and claims Vhus stt forth by the American Plenipotrntiaey, as his claim

L'tiim; tlie terrltyrv watered bv tlie i-lver Columbia a!ul itstribu-T'es Pi'


