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frilled at the safl^.place, were amongst ftie most
^distinguished epefs and warriors of their d^-

tjon.

The big Indian was msgnanimous, as well ag

dra?e. He, more than any other individual, con-

tributed, by his example and influence, to the

jgood character of the Wyandots, for lenity to-

wards their prisoners. He would not suffer them

to be killed or ill treated. This mercy to captives,

was an honourable distinction in the character

of the Wyandots, and was well understood by

our first settlers, wh6, in case of captivity,

thought it a fortunate circumstance to fall into

their hands.
Ii is consoling to the historian, to find instances

of those endo .omenta of mind, which constitute

human greatness, even among savages. Tbe
original f*taroina of those endowments, or, what

is called /^entui, are but thinly scattered over

the earth, and there can be but little doubt, but

that the lower grades of society posses their

equal proportion of the bases of moral great-

ness, or in other words, there is as much of na<^

ft«s gtimA^ in proportion to numbers, amongst

savages, as there is amongst civilized people.^

The difference between these two extremec ^f

iociety, is nr.erely the difference of educatius.^

This view of human nature, philosophical!) co^

rect, is well calculated to increase the benev-

olence^ even of the good Samaritan himself, and

*courage his endeavours, for the instruction of

s most ignorant, and the reformaticn of the

most barbarous.

^ Had the aborigines of our coimtry, been poi-

ijltsed of science to enable them to commit to

|he (aithftl page of history, tha crentt of Uyi


