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dy and dcrirous to have agreed to any queftioa

that might tend to the thorougheft difcullion of

every part of this vexatious cafe, for their own
information as well as for the benefit of the pub-
lic ; and it is this perfuafion which induces me
to throw out my private and impartial thoughts

upon tlie fubjedt. It is under fuch mild, intel-

ligent and inquifitive adminiftrations, that thefc

great conflitutional points can alone he fairly dif-

culTed. Many of my difficulties have been very

fatisfacflorily entered into, but thatof theclofeim-

prifonm'ent has not, I think, been yet examined.

As to the truth, candor, and legality of the

return to the firft Habeas Corpus^ by thpfe who
had feized and carried off the Libeller and his

Papers, namely, that they had him not in their

ciijiodyy having juft before (and after being told

that a Habeas Corpus was coming for him) hur-

ried him away into other cuftody, in fhort, to

the Tower, I do not mean to put any queftion

;

although, perhaps, a Court of Law might not

hold this to be a fatisfadtory reply to a peremptory

order for bringing the body of the Perfon feized,

together with the caufe of his feizure ; becaufe,

if it were, every Habeas Corpus might be eafily

eluded, by only changing the cuftody of the Pri-

foncr from time to time, toiics quoties. A Court

might expe<ft, tliercfcre, to know how he was
difpofed of, and not to be dodged at this rate, in

a matter where the liberty of a Free Man was
at ftake ; but deem fuch an anfwer or return

evafive, fraudulent, and a deliberate mockery of

Juftice. Whether the cloje prifoner of ftate was
treated well or ill by his gaolers, is of little or no
moment ; and " the afking him, the next morn-
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