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ft» with fome other reafons, make me fufpe<Sl it. The party I

confefs is a brave, valiant gentleman, and one whom the Duke

of Buckingham did much rely on, but who hath been ob-

fcrvcd to have been too rough with the Duke, even in indifferent

matters, and wherein the prccife obfervancc of martial difci»

pline was not fo malerinl ; which I could have wiflicd to have been

otherwife ; for fuch perfons muft be handled with tender hands. And

1 do not fee, but at this time the Duke would not have borne wiih

an indifferent ufage. Befides, I do not fee fo much alacrity, nor

fo much care as at firft on the one fide, and on the other that ad.

vifing with him, and calling for him, as heretofore; whereof the

caufc may be partly the place where we are in; the care, com-

mand, and authority of one of his condition, not appearing fo much

in a town, as in the field; but whether it be careleflfnefs, difcontent,

or any other caufe, certain it is, the effeds are not anfwerable to

our expe£tation. Of this difpofition are fome of our chief officers,

whereof I can give no other reafon, than their own dulnefs, fitter

for a garrifon town, or the keeping of a place already gotten, than

to find out or profecute (with requifite adlivenefs) a dcfign upon the

enemy. The reft of the officers, for ought I can perceive, are

brave, valiant gentlemen, and had they not fliewcd themfelves to

be fo, it had gone hard with us at the landing, where, had not the

valour of the captains, and other officers, the fear of " drowning in

moft part of the foldiers (wliich made even Dameta to fight) and the

courage of feme few of them, with God's bleffing, repelled the

enemy, our defign hid by inis time been at an end. Our chief

want is of fome able perfon about his Excellency, of the power,

temper, and fufficiency of Mr. St. Blankard, a man in this adlion fo

necefTary, as we may almoft impute whatfoever hath been done amifs

to the want ofhim. His Excellency's chief counfcl in the martial part,

. Monficur Dolbicr, a man of great experience, but not of that

ûrength of undcrflanding, and other parts, as are necefTary to thofe
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