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Nevertheless, in the year 1S5I> we hear of the offeriuf;; up ot'sn'aith is rcqi

ii pn'jcr as tlie foUowinjjj, every clay, by every individual in to be expc

erowded camp of a powerful revolutionist, who is shaking; China 'xtrenics inl

Its centre :
" I thine unworthy sun, kneelini; down on the grouileolared byl

pray to thee the great God our Heavenly Father, that thou woulddhat the dol

grant nie thy merciful protection, and constantly bestow upon i action in n|

thy Holy Spirit, to change my wicked heart, and never more alliniUions of

me to be deceived by demoniacal influences; but perpetually regai leolatcd

iiig me with favour, that thou wouldest forever deliver me from tbhus far inll

evil one, through the merits of our Saviour and Heavenly Brotliipon Euro!

the Lord Jesus, who redeemed us from sin." igainst an i

Whatever may be the significance of this phenomenon—whetli prelate. 11

it is to issue in the establishment of a Christian dynasty on tbcolesiastic^

imperial throne or not,—it is manifest that Christianity is an acti'3origvcgatir

clement in the fermentation that is going on among the people.-been chcckl

M issionarics with the Holy Scriptures in their hands,—many of the The dooi

with the Prayer-JBook besides—arc entering the vast field of Chiiadfliission (

by the live I'orts recently opened to the commerce of the WestcipOBsible, cl

AVorld.—In like manner Japan also, which has already once hoiircontinuc w
from the lips of Italian missionaries, some echoes of revealed trutlreoeivcd w
is about to receive the offer of an enlightened Cliristianity. In Februai

We have taken ;i rapid survey of the Eastern Provinces locoasion o

Christendom where Christianity was first planted,—where it begareoently pi

first to decline. We have seen that, in the present day, providenti;approved

breathings are everywhere brought to bear, tending to revive the slaii sincere me
Jjct us now turn our eyes for a moment towards the Christoi ** I^ P^'^

(l(»(n of the AVest, where, though a torpidity unworthy (
numerous

Christianity, has in many (piarters prevailed, yet, on the whole, scandalous

considerable amount of vitality has been maintained. to the laws

Here, during the presentcentury, have been also felt the pulsation tiftnity, thi

of a new life. The Holy Scriptures have been circulated in tli C^rt in t

dialects of the different populations. The human mind has asserto teitantism

for itself freedom of action. The necessity of universal Educatioi dwnce to

has come to be generally recognized. International missionary effor to-day wit

has almost ceased to be interdicted. tics, id
Germany no longer continues passive under the Transalpine yoke toox sentin

The movement of Ronge in 1839 revealed the wide-spread yearniti;. of the cro

after spiritual liberty which exists among its people. oUt the n:

In Italy, the heavings of the popular heart, under the inspiration -^^ ^^^

of the age, are unavailingly kept down by physical force—by tlu l"**' ^'^^
^Ji

presence of foreign armies, Home itself has become conscious o! o* y^^ ^*

the moral malaria which broods within its walls. The rattle of Frencl
. .^ .

drums in i's gloomy streets cannot drown the cry for a purificil reviviiyn

atmosphere. Traditionally bound to resist change, the guardians ct M*
^J^^"-

^

a sensuous Christianity have been stimulated into energy by th( o* instru

activity and ubiquity of its assailants. Spiritual pretensions loiv: csonncctc

kept in abeyance are now asserted without reserve. Areas of Europe *f**
-'^^^

for centuries treated with delicacy and politic forbearance are at last nbcrty '

openly parcelled out as subject territory. Concordats are ostcnta wnich, c

tiously negotiated with despotic courts. An additional articiu of


